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"nds PISA was furt i wir bald at 


Dennis Place, Lady Edwin received her 


as a pretty country girl, who, merely 


from a dearth of more eligible compa- 


nions, had been favoured withithe notice 
of Mrs. Herbert ; and her daughter: Miſs 


- Edwin. not being uſed. to:exaggerate the 


charms or merits of her female acquain- 
tance, had mentioned her in this light to 
her mamma; adding, ſhe was very good 
natured, and ſo great a favourite with 
Party, i it would be cruel to ſeparate them. 
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K Alt um always ſufficient to induce 
Lady Edwin to adopt any mode conſiſtent 
with her own ideas of propriety, that 
would contribute to the happineſs of 
| another, particularly when that other was 
the niece and great favourite of her huſ- 
band; ſhe therefore conſented to the invi- 
tation; but however obſcure Anna was in 
other reſpects, when ſhe became a gueſt 
at Dennis Place, the owners conſidered 
her as entitled to every kind of reſpect 
and politeneſs, which was continually 
 ſhewn her; but Lady Cecilia being in- 
tereſted in her neither by curioſity, bene- 
| volenee or pride, ſome days had elapſed 5 
if before: ſhe! was familiar even witli, the 
N features of her face. 2 
9 That intelligent index to A perſret foul 
| vas not formed long to be overlooked, 7 

the fweetneſs and delicacy of her animated 7 
 Equntenance at laſt called forth the ad- 
i miration of Lady Cecilia, and rendered 
|| the thouſand graces of her perſon. ang 
| . converfation rere from —— 2 
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A N N A. 5 
beautiful figure now ſtruck her as embel- 
liſhed with uncommon mental perfections; 
and ſhe was aſtoniſhed to find, tho' young 
and wholly ignorant of the world, her 
education and accompliſhments, added Hig 
à fine underſtanding and elegant 
ners, were equal to any thing ſhe had ever 
met in the firſt circles; they were indeed 
ſuch as claimed, and were honoured with 
every flattering r mark of diſtinction, and 
in a ſhort time ſhe became the favourite 
companion of Lady Edwin. 
Anna, ever obliging and grateful, fty- 

died the wiſhes of a lady who had not won 
leſs on her reſpect and affection, and find- 
Ing, as the ſtiff Trevanion hauteur wore 
off, the many great and good qualities 
that adorned the elevated rank of Lady 
Edwin, delighted in her ſociety. 

was laughed at by Miſs Edwin for this 
ſtupid conduct; but that young lady had 
a2 great deal more of her love than eſteem 
and ſhe ventured to think herſelf right, 
| when perhaps Miſs Edwin conceived her 
wrong, and ſhe was not to be laughed 
8 3. | out 
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out of a condugt that produced pleafure 

and improvement. 8 . 

"In one of the airings Lady Fdwin ho- 
noured Anna with, by giving her a ſeat 
in her cabriole, her noble conductreſs 

pointed out to her the beauty of the 
ſhröbs and flowers that grew in profu- 1 
ſion on the wild mountain tops; adding, 
ſhe would give the world to have the ® 
coat and train of a birth day. ſoir worked 3 
from them. = 
Enmbroidetiig! was the forte of our he- 3 
roine: Mrs. Manſel was herſelf one of the © | 
fineſt work-women in England, and being 
extremely fond of it, had rendered her 
pupil nearly as clever as herſelf. Eager 
to cultivate the farther good will of tje 
lady, Anna inſtantly offered to finiſh one, 
by the Queen's birth-day, when Mis 
Echvin was to be preſented. Y 
4 "Lady Edwin fmiled at her eagerneſ; Y 
8 to undertake a taſł which ſhe did not be- 
== neve could be accompliſhed, till ſhe be- 
_ ag the pencil of her young companion 
| INE tracing 
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tracing from life, in a very n! man- 
ner, the ſhrubs ſhe admired, | 

A piece of rich white ſatin was direct- 
ly written for, and from a temple, on the 
top of an. adjacent hill, which ſerved as - 
point to view from the place, the pattern 
was drawn and coloured with ſuch taſte, 
that the fair artiſt began to be ſpoken of 
as a prodigy at Dennis Place, while ſhe 
was toaſted by all the male viſitors round 
the country, as the lovelieſt creature in it. 
A month, the period allowed - for this 


viſit, had paſſed rapidly ; another was 


preflingly aſked ; but the ſame, letter that 
brought conſent, gave Anna the ſincereſt 
grief, Mrs. Manſel was' ſeized with a 
ſudden giddineſs in her head, which occa- 
fioned her falling down a ſtone flight of 
ſteps, and her indiſpoſition increaſing 


wuoith the lameneſs ſhe got by the _ 
ne had left Llandore Caſtle. 


4 Dennis Place, its grandeur, its ele: 


gance, its beauty, the flattering diſtinction 
of Lady Edwin, the good humoured frees 
dom of Sir William, nor the ſociety of her 
A 4 young 
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young JIE ad.gow the leaſt attraction 
for Anna; it was in vain they attempted 


to detain her; Mrs... Manfel, her dear 


maternal friend, her more than mother, 
Was ill, and Lady Edwin was prevailed 


an to ſend her home, with great reluctance, 
although her eſteem was increaſed by the 


motive by which ſhe was actuated. 
She found Mrs. Manſel much W 
chan from Mrs. Herbert's repreſentation 


ſhe expected, and the good, the worthy. 
- rector, almoſt broken hearted; but her pre- 


lence 6 N 81 in the bolomiFor both 
her friends; Mrs. Manſel wept at ſo lively 


an inſtance. of her affection, and ſaid ſhe 
5 ſhould want no ather 8 and her huſ- 


band, whoſe happineſs all centered in his 


wife, was in tranſports at the happy effect 
the light of Anna had on her. Slow and 
uncertain was that good woman's reco- 
very ; her leg, ſwelled and inflamed, con- 
fined her at home; and her other com- 
plaints ſeldom permitted her to ſee any 
of the friendly neighbours. 


2 he 


ER 


TE A 
This little abſence, tho? it had opened 


a new world. to Anna, by introducing 


her to ſcenes of ſplendour as ſuperior to 


any thing ſhe had ſeen at Melmoth 
Lodge, .as Melmoth Lodge was to the 


Parſonage, had the effect only of endear- 


ing to her thoſe friends it had parted 
her from, and that peace ſhe had left. 


She was now arrived at an age, when 


the advantage of Mr.Melmoth's goodneſs 


to her became conſpicuous inthe ſenſe and 


judgment, far beyond her years, which 


was exhibited in all her actions; the leſſons 
ſhe had received from him were thoſe of 


Purity and honour ſhe was early taught 


to hold vice, whatever ſhape it might 


aſſume, in the moſt perfect abhorrence. 


Thoſe precepts were induſtrioufly incul- 
cated by her governeſs, and-enforced by 
the natural goodneſs of her own heart. 
An entire ſtranger to deceit, ſhe did not 


ſuſpect in others, what ſhe had no idea of 


practiſing herſelf; ſhe had a great ſhare 
of pride, which often rendered the ſenſe 
of her Seren ſituation on the charity 
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10 A N N A. 


of ſtrangers, very grievous to her; and 


that pride firſt pointed out the neceſſity 
of employing thoſe talents to advantage 
which God had bleſſed her with; ſhe 


knew the magnificence of Lady Edwin's 


ſpirit,” and flattered herſelf, if the work 


Pleaſed, which ſhe had brought home 
with her, it would prevent her being en- 
tirely a burthen on the generoſity of her 
friends, whoſe income, now in an expen- 


five illneſs, ſne feared muſt be little enough 


for themſelves ; gladly then ſhe began a 
taſk on which ſo much depended, and as 
ſhe chiefly ſat by the bed or eaſy chair of 
her dear governeſs, ſhe had the conſtant 
benefit of her advice and inſtruction in 


arranging the foil and ſhading the flowers. 
As ſoon as one breadth was finiſhed, it 


was ſent to Dennis Place ; Lady Edwin 
was in raptures, and returned it with a 
purſe of twenty pounds, which ſhe begged 
Anna would accept to purchaſe for her- 


elf, if that was poſſible, what would be 


as pleaſing to her as her work was to 


Lady Edwin, 
With 


ANNA. ty 

With equal joy and pride did Anna car. 
ry this purſe to her invaluable friends; it 
would enable her, ſhe told them, to look 
at them without confuſion, if ſhe might 
but hope ſhe ſhould ever be able to ſhew 


them the gratitude of her heart, indepen- 


dent of her obligations; will, ſaid the 
grateful girl, (throwing herſelf on her 
knees at their feet, the purſe in her offer- 


ing hands) will it be ever my happy lot 


to adminiſter to your comforts? wants, 
I truſt, you will have none, but, is it not 


_ Poſſible your Anna may yet live to bleſs 
| her dear governeſs? 


If the reader has ever feaſted on the ſen» 
ſibility of generous minds, he will perhaps 


have ſome idea of the returns made by our 


Welſh parſon and his wife, to the grateful 


overflowings of an uncorrupted heart; if 


he has nor, deſcription will do nothing for 
him; Mrs. Manſel ſlept not till ſhe had 
ſent for linen, a new riding habit, and 
other articles of rural finery, for our he- 
roine (all this any body may underſtand) to 
the full amount of the twenty pounds. 
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Bou: * anxious as Aves, was | an 1 
plete her'taſk, and lame as Mrs. Manſel 


ſtill continued, they were not entirely ex · 


cluded from ſociety; Mrs. Herbert vi- 
fited them conſtantly, and ſometimes 


ordered her cook to the parſonage with 
game, or any other little delicacy ſhe 
hoped the invalid might like, and dined 


Vith them to tempt her to eat. In one 


a young man accompanied her, who had 


doften met with Mr. and Mrs. Manſel at 


Llandore, but having been in England 


to have ſeen Anna. 
Mr. Wilkinſon had been e in 


0 the Iron works, I have before mentioned, 


© Ss 


ſome time on buſineſs, never i a 


A N N A. 13 
a8 portty the property of Mr. Herbert, 
who procured him from London for the 

purpoſe of over- looking and directing the 
works, and he had ſo recommended him- 
ſelf to the company by his knowledge, 
ijnganuity, and induſtry, that he was ad- 
Wn mitted a partner, and allowed his ſhare of 


the praſits, inſtead af a ſalary, on condi- 
tion of his living on the ſpat, and taking 
Qn hhim the attentive part of the buſineſa. 
1 Mrs. Herbert was very partial to Wil- 
1 zadene ſne was ſtill more ſo to Anna; his 
E Proſpects were great, her's were but in- 
1 different; but the amiable qualities af her 
mind, and the charms of her perſon, were, 
ſiſme thought, equivalent, and ſhe had made 
Y in her own ideas a match between this 
2 deſerving pair. Without telling him any 
ting of her intention, he was invited to 
N go to the parſonage to ſee a curious piece 

of work, but the lovely artiſt was not 

named. What ſhe foreſaw, came to paſs, 
as far as related to Wilkinſon : he fell 

deſperately in love: but if he was charm- 
ed ian Anna's perſon, what became 
5 8 
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14 ANN A. 


of him when, drawn out by Mrs. Herbert, 
he heard her deliver, with equal wiſdom 
and propriety, the ſentiments of reaſon 
and rectitude, graced with the moſt en- 


chanting vivacity,/ and when ſhe was call- 
ed upon to play and fing ? Mrs. Herbert 


was one of the moſt valuable of women; 


ſhe was not only extremely amiable i in her 


manners, but of a ſincere and friendly 
diſpoſition; it was not therefore poſfible 


to refuſe her requeſt”; and the wiſh to 


entertain in a manner moſt pleaſing to 


herſelf, ſo kind a viſitor, rendered Anna's 


performance . worthy the friends whoſe 


partial commendations were n bens 


height of her ambition. 


Mr. Wilkinſon, whoſe education had 


been far inferior to the ſtrong natural parts 


he was bleſſed with, felt his paſſion for 


Anna, which increaſed every moment, 
with a fear, that ſo lovely, ſo accompliſhed 
a creature was not deſtined for him, while 


the object of his admiration ſat wholly 
unconſcious of Mrs. Herbert's deſign, or 
the power of her own charms, neither 

ſuſpecting | 


"HAAR 
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ANNA 15 
ſuſpecting the one, or intereſted | in n che 


effect of the other. 


When Mrs. Herbert and Mr. Wükin⸗ 


ſon left the village, that lady ſoon drew 
out of him, who was really enamoured, 
the ſtate of his mind, and in return infor- 


med him of all ſhe knew concerning Anna, 
viz. that ſhe was an orphan relation of the 
Manſels; that her perſon and accompliſn- 
ments were the whole of her fortune ; and 
that it would be, ſhe ſuppoſed, a deſirable 
thing with her friends, to marry her toan 
honeſt man of good views; adding, ſhe 
thought he was that man, and as far as 
ſhe, who was partial to both, could 


judge, there was a very fair proſpect of 


happineſs in their union. 

The reſult of this converſation was 
Wilkinſon's frequent viſits to the parſo- 
nage, and ſoon after a declaration of his 
ſentiments to the rector, who declined, 
according to a very fooliſh cuſtom of his, 


returning any anſwer till he had conſult- 


ed his wife; and Mrs. Manſel, on her 
part, - — to make Anna acquainted 
wich 


a6 K N N . 


with her conqueſt, and. tg receive her ſen- 
timents . before the geared her 
own... . 3 
The FD and confuſion. of our he- 
wine at this. addreſs was purely the effect 
of innate modeſty; untinctured by the 
leaſt atom of inclination for Wilkinſon, 
or any other perſon, ſhe had not conſi- 
dered herſelf as the object of his attention, 
nor had obſerved him with one jot more 
curiofity than ſhe would have done his 
grandfather; and ſo far from a partiality 
towards him, or indeed, any of the ſex, 
the idea of being particularly noticed, 
gave her diſguſt rather than pleaſure; and 
The told her friends cooly, ſne was too hap- 
Py in their protection to wiſh it changed. 
- A negative ſo truly feminine, to a pro- 
poſalof ſuch advantage, pleaſed Mr. Man- 
ſel ; he congr atulated her on her conqueſt, 
of a man whoſe character, as well as ir- 
cumſtances, were without doubt unob- © 
jectionable; and ſaid he hoped he ſhould 
have the happineſs of giving his dear child 
t9 
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AN N A. | 17 
to a worthy young man who would ve 


ſenſible of ſo great a bleſſing. 


This kind of language aſtoniſhed Alana, 
ſhe had no idea, ſo ſimple and fo frank 
were her principles, that what fhe really 
meant as a poſitive rejection, could be 
turned to its reverſe; apparently alarmed 
and hurt at Mr. Manſel's miſconſtruction, 
ſhe begged not to be urged on the ſub- 
ject ; indeed ſhe was ſure it was impoſ- 
ſible ſhe could ever feel ſuch ſentiments 
for Mr. Wilkinſon, ſbe knew Mrs. Manſel 


felt for him, and burſting into tears, ex- 
preſſed her fears, that this lady and her 


huſband were weary of her;—tenderlyeme 
bracing her, they bid her not afflitt her- 
ſelf; if, ſaid Mrs. Manſel, he were an em- 
peror, I would not urge my Anna to any 
act, not ſanctified with her own full choice · 
_ Her youth and inexperience were, to 
thoſe worthy people, a ſufficient reaſon 
for the-averſeneſs:of Anna to the propoſal 


of the young man; but as they were ſure 


her affections were not engaged, they made 
him happy, by the hope, that time might 


crown 
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crown his: wiſhes with ſucceſs; as they 


knew her heart free from any other im- 
preſſions, they adviſed him to pay court 
to her eſteem, ſome time before he preſſed 


for her hand, and gave him a general invi- 
tation to the houſe for that purpoſe; he 
was treated with every mark of reſpe& 
and friendſhip by the rector and his lady, 
whoſe health becoming every day more 


precarious, rendered this little addition 


to their ſociety agteeable and entertain- 


ing, more eſpecially, as Miſs Herbert re- 
turned no more that ſummer to Llan- 
dore, but was joined by or mother at 


Dennis Places; 10 116244 

As the long evenings . Mr. 
| Wilkinſon took his abode at Llandore 
Caſtle, the works where he had a houſe, 
being at too great a diſtance to go to, 


after ſpending his evenings, as wa con- 


ſtantly did, at the parſonage. 


Hie read to Anna whilſt ſhe far at her 
frame, played a ſocial pool with Mr. and 


Mrs. Manſel at home, and when they 
mixed, which could be but ſeldom, in the 


diverſions, 


A N N A. 19 


diverſions, that the guileleſs inhabitants of 
the place contrived not to kill, but for 
the enjoyment of time, he was always 
of the party; if they danced he was her 
partner; if ſhe rode out, he was her eſ- 
cort; and when ſhe walked her compa- 


nion; but thoſe interviews and conſtant 


opportunities, whilſt it riveted her con- 
queſt over Wilkinſon, did nothing for 
him; on the contrary, the more they were 
together, the leſs ſne found herſelf 1 in- 
clined to favour his ſuit. 

Mr. Wilkinſon was certainly a hack 
ſome, agreeable man, had ſomething pe- 
culiarly ſweet in his voice and addreſs, 
very genteel in his perſon, far above 
mediocrity in underſtanding, and at that 
time about eight or nine and twenty, he 
was therefore very unexceptionable in 
perſonal and mental accompliſhments, 
and his circumſtances now very good, 
were, by his great induſtry and care, every 
day enlarging ; but to a heart like Anna's, 
whoſe knowledge of mankind was merely 
theoretic, and ſomething more was want- 


ing 
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ing, for her own ſentiments were the 
pure effuſions of innocence and virtue; 
Wilkinſon's might be no leſs ſo, but he 
had not that tender, delicate manner of 


nne them, that appeared neceſſary 


to her happineſs, and when, after a thou- 


Gand favitleſs attempts to ſpeak, (wherein 


a true lover, whoſe paſſion is unaſſured of 


ſucceſs, always appears to diſadvantage,) 
he diſcloſed in faultering accents the 


ſtrong and reſpectful affect ion he bore her, 


he had the mortification of bearing from 


lips unaccuſtomed to deviate from truth, 


and unacquainted with thoſe artifices de- 


beit in one ſex renders neceſſary in the 
other, a firm and cool refuſal of his offers; 
With a full heart and dejected counte- 
nance he repaired to tbe ſtudy of Mr. 


Manſel, whoſe diſappointment, the effect 


of his affection for Anna, at this ſteady 
perſeverance in her firſt declaration, was 
almoſt as great as the lover's; Mrs. Man- 
ſel, however, declined herſelf, and re- 


<_— the ſame forbearance from the 


rector, 
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rector, interfering i in a matter on which 


the happineſs of her dear young friend ſo 


materially depended, and it was in vain 


that .the enamoured Wilkinſon intreated 
her intereſt ; all he could obtain was, to 


continue his preſent footing in the family, 


an advantage he made the moſt of, being 
ſeldom abſent, and taking care to favour 


the report of his being actually engaged 


to Miſs Manſel, which, indeed, from their 
being always * Fogether, was Univer- 


inly believed, e 8 5 
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ON the laſt ay of the year Lady 


Edwin's ſatin was taken out of the frame, 
and ſent to London; the encomiums 
beſtowed, by the beſt judges, on the 
work of Anna, was not more flattering to 


her pride, than the preſent that accompa- 
nied them, was to the grateful feelings 
of her heart. Mrs. Manſel accepted 
the office of banker to her, and a new 
piece of work was directly ſet about for 
Miſs Edwin. 


Early in the ſpring, Mrs. Herbert's 
family returned to Wales; Anna, in her 


eighteenth year, and Miſs Herbert in her 
_ twentieth, had now formed the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a friendſhip no leſs laſting than 
ſincere; the girliſh amuſements they had 
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before adopted, were. given Ps for more 
noble and uſeful purſuits. 

The foundation of ſenſe and ut firſt 
Jaid by Mr. Melmoth, and carefully im- 
proved by Mrs. Manſel, were rapidly in- 
creaſing to perfection in the mind of 
Anna; and thoſe two ladies, both of the 
beſt diſpoſitions, were of HORS: _ 
nefit to each other.. 

Miſs Herbert's education. had 3 li- 


beral, tho' not. expenſive; and Bath, where 
they ſpent ſo conſiderable, a part of the 
year, gave her an acquaintance with the 


great world, of which our heroine was 
perfectly ignorant. 
On the other hand, Anna, i in Ber unin- 


formed ſtate, poſſeſſed a fund of book - 


knowledge; her ſentiments were all the 
offspring of thoſe impreſſions which her 
early advantages had engraved. on her 


mind; with conſtant reading, ſhe had hap- 
pily blended F taſte and judgment; 


ſhe was bleſſed with a retentive memory; 
and the ſort of things ſhe choſe to enter- 
tain her friend with in return for her leſ- 
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very well received; by al ſrnfibile 0197 vi 
vemati; iht in theyowers:quive ſatisfied 
with each other, and ſo ſond of Being to- 
gether, that Mrs. Herbbtt comſented 
Kroukd ſpend one week at che parfomege, 
on: conditibn Mrs. Manſel would 
Anna tim other at Elandorei: 90 
In this friendly interevurfe, witho! 
fingle anxious thoug 
ferenity of the paſſing hour, LY 
Minſel's health, Ani then'\ ore” 


was ſpent May; June, "and Jap.” 


At this period, a young firanger to 
Anna, made his appearance a Llandore 3 
Mr Charles Herbert and our eroine were 
erfectly acquainted. with each other's 
character, aud were mutyally prejudiced 
by the deſcriptions they had. heard 5 but 
high as his expectations were raiſed, the 


= 313: 


young ſtudent could, not conceal bis 


Ll 


ſurprize, when his liſter intra duced him 
to ber friend; to him ſhe indeed appeared, 
5 More 


e 
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More than peinting can expreſs, | 
Or youthful Poets fancy when they love. 


Tt was happy for him that his mother 
had fore-armed him with the intelligence 
” B (ſhe believed true) of her, being engaged 
| to Wilkinſon, and that his notions. of ho- 
nour were of the old Cambrian ſtamp, which 
forbid invading the ſacred right of another, 
Mr. Herbert was at this time in his twen- 
ty- fourth year; he had a very fine figure, 
and poſſeſſed an open, honeſt, manly coun- 


| tenance ; his eyes, when affected, ſpoke to 
| the heart, his teeth fine, and addreſs 


pleaſing. 


He was one of the 3 yet moſt 
compaſſionate of men; at the inſtant that 
a ſenſe of injury rouſed the lion in his 
foul, a tale of woe melted him to what is 
called womaniſh weakneſs. oo 

His purſe was open to the calls of the 
needy; he was too generous to be rich, 
and too ſincere to be reckoned a faint, 

Indeed ſome little irregularities in the 
female line rendered Mrs, Herbert uneaſy, 
2 left he ſhould inherit his father's indiſcre- 
Vor. II. _ tion, 
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tion; but. every doubt. of. his conduct 


vaniſned when ſhe ſaw him. 


He was. the moſt dutiful and affection- 
ate ſon in the world; and his mother, in 
his opinion, the firſt woman in it. 

He was paſſionate, the fault perhaps of 


his blood, but forgiving. 


He was frank to a degree, forme people 
would ſay of imprudence ; but it was the 


frankneſs of an honeſt heart, which having 


in it nothing to hide, cared not who ſaw 


into its inmoſt receſſes. 


To ſay the thing that was not, was, in 


| his eſtimation, the moſt contemptible o 
all vices; and to affect what he felt not, 


the moſt difficult of all taſks. 7 
The profeſſion which he was deſigned 1 


for, obliged him to apply himſelf much to 


ſtudy, but nothing was farther from him 


than pedantry; he was doted on by his f 
Parents; Mr. Herbert was proud and 


fond of him, and Patty and him appeared "if 
to have but one heart between them, 
Such as he was, the firſt interview con- 


vinced Anna there were men, and this was 
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one of 8 3 nearer to het ſtandard 
of perfection than Wilkinſon, who was pre- 


ſent, and did not, in her ſecret compariſon, 
n appear to the advantage he certainly wiſhed, 

| What eſcapes the eye of love? the ad- 
f miration of Herbert, as he examined the 
ö | faultleſs countenance of Miſs Manſel, the 
e attention with whichhe regarded her every 
e act, and the approbation viſible in his tale- 
2 : 2 telling eyes when ſhe ſpoke, conveyed a 
w thouſand fears into the boſom of poor Wil- 
XZ Kkinſon; jealouſy, for the firſt time, found 
in a place in his imagination; if, when the 
of object he adored ſaw only him, or received 
ft, not the leaſt attention from any man but 
_ *Z himſelf, ſhe preſerved her coldneſs and de- 
ed clined his love, what had he not now to 
to 43 fear, when an amiable and accompliſhed 
im rival might be ready to ſeize every advan- 


tage her indifference to him could give ? 
One only means ſtruck him, to avert the 
dreadful blow ; he knew the honour, the 
probity of the principles of young Herbert; 
he was ſure he could not be guilty of in- 
joring him, if once he conceived Anna his 
5 B 2 afflanced 


JJ 
a aneed fight; their engagement, he 
knew, would be ſecurity againſt any at- 
tempts to ſuperſede him in her affections; 
and this artifice, the firſt he had ever been 
guilty of, he put in practice the moment 
an opportunity offered; he gravely and 
roundly aſſerting his engagement, which 


being innocently corroborated by Mrs. 


Herbert, and believed by every body in 
the neighbourhood, admitted not a doubt 
with Charles Herbert of its truth; he con- 


gratulated Wilkinſon on his happineſs, tel- 


ling him his choice was the moſt lovely 
creature he had ever ſeen; and added, 


Vith his native frankneſs, if ſhe had been 


free, he muſt have been her ſlave. 


The neighbouring gentry, as thoſe in 


that country are called, who live within 
twenty miles, pouring in to viſit young 
Herbert, occaſioned a ſhort ceſſation to the 
Happy hours our two young friends were 
uſed to dedicate to the moſt refined friend- 
ſhip; Anna, at her earneſt requeſt, was ſuf- 
fered to ſtay at home till the buſtle was 
over; and Miſs Herbert, when the com- 


pany 


= 
1 
Ren. 
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pany conſiſted only of gentlemen, always 


+] joined her at breakfaſt; ſometimes her 


brother, whoſe fraternal love would not 
ſuffer his ſiſter to walk ſo far alone, ac- 
companied her; but as Anna felt a ſome- 
thing like embarraſſment in his company, 
which preventing her inviting him to ſtay, 
he returned after the ſalutations of the 
morning. To the grief of Wilkinſon, 


however, they ſoon returned to their old 


mode; he, whenever he could break from 
his buſineſs, attending on Anna. 
Mr. Herbert was fond of muſic, he | 


Played on ſeveral inſtruments, ſang with 


taſte, and his voice was pleaſing and me- 
lodious; Wilkinſon liked to hear Anna 
ſing or play, but as to muſic, he could not 
tell a jig from Handel's beſt compoſition ; 
his ſociety, which had been agreeable, be- 
came teazing and tireſome ; his attention 
was rude, it robbed her of the converſation 
of a ſenſible man, whoſe pleaſure, when he 
entertained her, ſhone in his fine eyes; it 


was certainly ill bred in Wilkinſon to take 
his offered place, when he happened (which 


B 3 indeed 


T.! 
indeed was often the caſe) to be ſitting next 
her; and ſhe could not conceive the reaſon 
why, if they walked or rode out, he was at 
once eager to be near her, and yet reſign 
his place the moment Wilkinſon came ! 
But it pleaſed, ſhe ſaw, Mr. and Mrs. 
| Manſel; and Mrs. Herbert viſibly favoured 
his addreſs; therefore ſhe ſaid nothing to 
them; and to him ſhe had no opportu- 
nity, as he never touched on his paſſion 
when alone, altho* he provokingly adop- 7 
ted in public the entire appearance of a fa- 7 
voured lover; this, however, happened 
but twice a week; the intermediate | pace, 1 
x 
F 


no jealous lover to interrupt the morning 
rambles, or evening converſation, ſhe was 
the object to whom Mr. Herbert addreſ- 7 
ſed both his ſpeech and attention. Un- 


conſcious of any wiſh, but what was au- 
thorized by virtue and honour, and won by > 
the modeſt diſplay of his own ſuperior rt 
| knowledge and learning, all reſerve wore wo | 


if off; ſheſangand played his favourite ſongs, 
=: - walked with him, and liſtened, delighted, 

| when be read, as he undertook to do, 

| | | nds, 


* 
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Milton, which was his favourite author, to 


his mother and the two young ladies. 


Thus happily paſſed Auguſt and Sep- 
Ong but a letter which then arrived, 
announcing the intention of Miſs Edwin 
to honour them with a viſit, interrupted 
thoſe charming parties. | 

Two months before, Anna would have 


reßjoiced to ſee Cecilia; now it would 


quite derange their amuſements; beſides, 
Miſs Edwin was in love with Mr. Herbert, 
and Mr. Herbert was in love with Mits 
Edwin. Well, certainly love was no im- 
prover of converſation, as appeared in Mr. 
Wilkinſon, whoſe preſence interrupted 
it; and indeed ſhe ſo little liked ſuch ſo- 
ciety, ſhe would ſtay at home; her work 
had been ſtrangely neglected; Mr. Herbert 
could not poſſibly now go on with Milton; 
Miſs Edwin would hardly attend to it; 
notwithſtanding how delightfully he went 
through thoſe beautiful paſſages. 

Well, poſitively he ſhould not have his 


happineſs interrupted by her, while Miſs 
Edwin was with him. 
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Forming this plan, as ſhe was croſſing 
the vale, out of a winding path which 


opened to the road, appeared Charles Her- 
bert; whether conſcious ſhe was out of hu- 


mour by anticipation, from ſurprize, or from 

any other cauſe, ſne bluſned deep as ſcarlet, 

and then inſtantly turned as pale as death. 
Mr. Herbert, I have told my reader, was 


2 > oo natured man, and compaſſion itſelf; 7 


he flew to her, and inquired, with undiſ- 
ſembled anxiety, the reaſon of her agita- 


ted looks; apologiſed for coming fo ſud- 


denly upon her, which he acknowledged 


himſelf the more culpable for, as the little 
copſeof wood, out of which he came, hang- 


ing on the ſide of the hill, had concealed 
him from her fight, tho' he ſaw her from 


the time ſhe had croſſed the river, and he 


had come out of it with a fooliſh intent to 


ſurprize her; but the fright he had put her 
in had been his ſevere puniſhment ; he 


ſhould not exiſt till ſhe pardoned him. 
Anna had, by this time, recollected 
herſelf, and apologized in her turn for 
alarming him; but do you forgive me, 
Miſs Manſel, ſaid he, offering his hands; 
will 
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will you 4 friends ? ſtill holding them 
open to invite hers, which, after ſome he- 


ſſitation, ſhe extended to him. The glow 
bol ſenſibility, added to the natural bloom 


of his completion ; he dropped with an 
involuntary emotion on one knee, as 
trembling he preſſed i it to his lips; for ever 
hallowed be the ſacred touch of ſpotleſs 
purity, ſaid he, as ſhe, much agitated, with- 
drew her hand; how bleſſed the man on 
whom thoſe eyes are turned with partial 
favour ! Oh! Anna, {ill does the crimſon 
glow animate that charming face, and ſtill 
you are diſturbed; fear not me, my lovely 
friend; be aſſured you are ſafe from every 
thought of injury. 1 would be the cham- 
pion of your honour, my life's blood ſhould 
freely flow in your defence, but my ſoul 
reſpects the union of hearts; not even for 
you would I tinge my honour with a wiſh 
to break the peace of confidential love ; 


> why then this filence, this reſerve ? ah! 
enxclaimed he, I ſee the reaſon ! : 


Out of the oppoſite path from the wood, 


with haſtyſtep and diſturbed countenance, 


to the ſurprize of Anna, came Wilkinſon, 
B 5 5 5 deeper 


33 
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A deeper glow if poſſible now took 
poſſeſſion of her features, while he, with- 


out returning her ſalute, fiercely paſſed 1 


them; not knowing why, her confuſion 
increaſed, ſhe turned to look after him, 
and met the eyes of Herbert, bent on her 
with penſive, tho obſervant looks. I ſee, 


Miſs Manſel,“ ſaid he, ſighing, „the im- 
prudence 1 have been guilty of; happy, 
happy man; but I will ſet him right.” 


With thoſe words he darted after him, 
leaving Anna without power to detain him; 
tho' ſhe wanted not inclination to rectify 
the error ſne ſaw him under; he ſoon re- 
turned arm in arm with Wilkinſon, beg- 
ging forgiveneſs for his behaviour. 
Anna, bridling, ſaid, ſhe really was not 
offended; Wilkinſon inte to take 
her hand; heavens, what an inſult ! what 


would Charles Herbert think ? Her eyes 


ſtruck fire. 
I have before obſerved ſhe was very 
warm in her reſentments, and her coun- 


tenance ſhewing the emotions of her 


mind, Mr, Herbert very prudently walk- 


ed away, leaving the lover to plead his 
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ANN A. 2 
own cauſe; the moment he was gone, the 
aſſured look it had coſt Wilkinſon great 
pain to aſſume, dropped into dejection 
and deſpair. | 
© Sadly convinced, no hopes remained for 
him, but thoſe founded upon the miſtake 
of Mr. Herbert, he trembled at the idea of 
a diſcovery ; yet he wanted not penetra- 
tion to ſee his conduct, far from concilt- 
ating the affection of Anna, provoked and 
diſguſted her ; but ſtill he had hopes, and 
while thoſe remained, could not prevail on 
himſelf to change a conduct which ap- 
peared to be the only means of preſer- 
ving it; but now, when alone with her, 
who well knew the fallacy of the reports 
he had circulated, or at leaſt encouraged 
the circulation of, what could he plead in 
ſupport of, what plainly appeared to her 
a piece of contemptible art! 

He fell at her feet, implored her com- 
paſſion ; the artifice love had ſuggeſted 
was the only one he knew, he had there- 
fore only to give vent to his feelings to be 
very eloquent ; he deprecated her anger, 
entreated her don, and pleaded the 

irreſiſtible 
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36 ANNA. 
irre ſiſtible impulſe of the fondeſt paſſion; 
he wept and kneeled by turns. 

The heart of Anna, naturally ſoft and 
tremblingly alive to ſympathy and com- 
paſſion, was now unaccountably hardened; 
ſhe ſaw, for the firſt time, a duplicity that 
hurt her the more, as it was plainly the 
effect of premeditated deſign ; and when 
ſhe reflected that Mr. Herbert, (bo bis 
opinion was nothing to ber) was the dupe of 
that deſign, all the anger and reſentment 
in her diſpoſition was levelled at Wilkin- 
ſon; and ſhould ſhe continue her walk to 
the caſtle with him, would it not be con- 
firming, by her own act, a deception on 
her friends. Quick as thought ſhe turned 
ſrom the poſſibility of again letting him 
triumph in his ſucceſs, and without deign- 
ing to anſwer him, went back to the vil- 
lage, and ſurprized her friends by her re- 
W at the parſonage. 
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CHAP. XXV. 
String of Reſolutions, © 


1 Wi LKINSON followed her ſteps, tho” 
all this pleading could not obtain an an- 
ſwer; ſhe alledged a pain in her head as 
the excuſe for her ſpeedy return, and im- 
mediately retired to her chamber, followed 
by Mr. Manſel, who deſired the would 
have ſome whey ; ſhe thankfully declined 
taking any thiog, ſaying a little reſt 


would certainly relieve her, and begged 
to be left quite alone. 


Aer reflections on the tranſactions of 
the morning were embittered by the diſ- 
poſition of mind in which Charles Herbert 
had left her; ſhe again recalled to her me- 
mory every thing that had paſſed; confuſed 
as ſhe was herſelf, the trembling of his 
hand as he held hers, yet dwelt on her 


mind 3 
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JJ 
mind; his voice eyer pleaſing, was then 
modulated into a tenderneſs that thrilled 


thro? her heart; with what feeling did he 


expreſs his friendſhip, amiable man! why 
| ſhould ſhe deceive him ? why impoſe on 
Mrs. Herbert and Patty; for great as their 
friendſhip, and unreſerved as their inti- 
macy had been, love had never been the 
ſubject of their confidence. 
If Miſs Herbert had any attachment of 
that kind, ſhe had not diſcloſed it to 
Anna; ſhe had heard (who in the neigh- 
bourhood had not?) the terms Wilkinſon 
was on with her friend, and ſhe obſerved 
nothing i in the behaviour of either, vio- 
lently to contradict it; but as Anna never 
entered on it herſelf, and as Patty rather 
avoided than ſought her confidence, it 
was a ſubject that was never ſpoken of be- 
| tween them; the lover was evidently the 
moſt fond and attentive of men, and Anna 
the moſt eaſy and indifferent of women ; 
but knowing her circumſtances, it was 
natural to infer it was a match on her 
fide of conveniency, more eſpecially as it 
was 
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was not till very lately, (nor yet ſeen 


by Miſs Herbert,) that Wilkinſon's civi- 
lities were diſgufting, or that he was very 
rapidly incurringthe diſlikeof herhe loved. 


Whatever were the young lady's rea- 
ſons, ſhe had been totally ſilent on the 


ſubje&; but her ſilence appeared to Anna, 
now that ſhe revolved over every thing 
that had paſſed with reſpe& to Wilkinſon, 


the effect of his artifices, and ſhe reſolved 
no longer to ſuffer her to reſt under ſuch 
miſtaken notions. 

The deceiving her friend, was now a 


matter of infinite importance; ſhe would 
beg Mrs. Manſel to decline the hateful 


viſits of Wilkinſon ; ſhe would inform 
Mrs. Herbert of her repugnance to the 
match; ſhe would intreat her dear Patty 
to aſſiſt her in reconciling all parties 
to her determination, of hearing no more 
of a paſſion ſne never had, nor ever could 
approve. 

This reſolution cured the head- ach; 


and was no ſooner formed, than, impatient 


to put it in practice, ſhe went down ſtairs. 
: Mr, 


40 . 


Mr. Manſel was in his ſtudy; the earneſt 


and attentive poſture ſhe found him in, 


liſtening co Wilkinſon, who was io agi- 


rated and ſerious diſcourſe, together with 
the tears which were rolling down the wan 


cheeks of Mrs. Manſel, diſconcerted and 


ſurprized her; they were no leſs embar- 
raſſed at her appearance, which put a 
ſudden period to their eonverſation. 

ut too much bent upon freeing herſelf 
from addreſſes ſhe ſo much diſliked, and 
determined on immediately throwing her- 
ſelf on the indulgence of Mrs. Manſel, 
her confuſian for a moment only prevented 
the commencement of her plan; her head 


full of what it was her intention to fay 
to her friend, ſhe begged her company 


round the garden; and full indeed it 
mult have been, to ſuffer her to make 


ſuch a requeſt, as months had elapſed 


fince that lady had put her foot to the 
ground, as her lameneſs obliged her to 
have a bed below, to which ſhe was lifted, 
not being able to get vp ſtairs, - 

| Mrs, 
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Mrs. Manſel looked her ſurprize, and 


without anfwering, pointed to her lame 
leg then on a ſtool. Anna immediately 
| felt the folly of her inconſiderate conduct, 
and ſtill more diſconcerted, begged her 


pardon, for having one moment out of 
her mind a calamity, ſhe ſo ſincerely de- 
plored. To this apology, the tears of 


2 ſenſibility and gratitude gave an unſpeak- 


able grace, and all was forgot. 
Wilkinſon, to her great mortification, 

ſtayed to dinner; a ſervant ſoon after 

being ſent by Miſs Herbert, to aſk the 


. reaſon of Anna's not coming as ſhe pro- 


miſed, was returned with an excuſe of 
her having been taken ill. 

In the afternoon Mr. Manſel generally 
rode out, for the purpoſes of giving his 
beloved wife the air behind him. Mrs. 


Manſel, as ſhe had Anna at home, would 


have declined it; but he, ever forgetting 
her own in the intereſt of her friends, 
urged them to go, not recollecting that 
ſhe muſt either ſtay at home in the moſt 
dilagreeable ze a ite with Wilkinſon, 

or 
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or by accompanying them, be ſeen again 


as his companion abroad; of two evils; 


The choſe the laſt as leaſt; a little pad 


they kept for her was therefore got ready, 


and out they ſallied. 
But as this was to be a day of mortifi- 


cation to our heroine,. they had not gone 


a a quarter of a mile from the parſonage, 


before they were met by Mr. and Miſs 
Herbert, coming to make a charitable 
viſit to their ſick friend. The raillery of 
Miſs Herbert, not more than the grave 
looks- -of Charles, threw Anna into con- 


fuſion; the very thing ſhe had reſolved 


to avoid, ſhe was now doing. Wilkinfon 


kept his ſtation cloſe by her ſide, and 
ſpite of all ſhe had refolved, again ex- 
Hibited the ſucceſsful lover. 


Patty, ig- 
norant of what had happened, and ſtil! 


continuing good naturedly to rally, and 
chide her by turns, for diſappointing 
them of the pleaſure of her company, 
to the aſtoniſhment of all preſent, Anna 


burſt into a violent flood of tears. 
Miſs 


1 


e 
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Miſs Herbert, alarmed and grieved at 


the effect of her harmleſs mirth, made 

6 thouſand apologies; Mr. Manſel's looks 

A E ſpoke more than his words; and Mrs. 

Manſel's eye gliſtened in ſympathetic 
4 E tenderneſs; Wilkinſon was officiouſly kind; 
Mr. Herbert's countenance underwent a 
* thorough change; the grave caſt gave 
place to tenderneſs and compaſſion, yet 
XX during their ſhort ride he ſpoke very lit- 
lle, and appeared glad when it was ended. 


Miſs Herbert ſtaid tea with her friend, 


but her brother ſet off on a hard gallop 
beſore they entered the village, as his 
mother, he ſaid, would expect him; and 
Wilkinſon had half an hour's private 


converſation with the rector, before he 


= waited on Miſs Herbert home. 


The moment they were gone, Anna, 


1 wy whoſe whole heart was full of her deſign, 


7 and who had ſuffered unſpeakably from 


the delay of a few hours, related the 
occurrence of the morning, and her in- 


dignation at Wilkinſon's conduct, which 
= was increaſed by the conviction, that he 
wiſhed 
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wiſhed to make people believe ſhe was 
engaged to him; and concluded with 
begging that Mrs. Manſel would indulge 
her, by declining his conſtant viſits, or 


at leaſt permit her to refuſe his particular 
attendance on herſelf, 5 
Both her friends. appeared much diſ- 1 
treſſed at the determined manner of her 


expreſſing her diſlike, it grie ved them to 
find ſhe had taken to a perſon, whoſe diſ- 


intereſted affection they had hoped would 
ſurmount all her objections. Mrs. Man- 
ſel anſwered, ſhe was exhauſted by her 
ride, but would talk the matter over 


with her in the. morning; when, if ſhe 


continued inflexible, they would preſs, 


what in their opinion was of the greateſt 


moment to her, no more. 


Anna, who had always thought what 
her governeſs ſaid, 

Wiſeſt, virtuouſeſt, diſcreeteſt, beſt, 
underſtood, to her great concern, that 
what ſhe aſked, would, if granted, be 
owing to their indulgence to her, in op- 
poſition to their own judgment, as well 
as \ wiſhes ; z and this idea doubled all her 
obligations 
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obli gations to them; they forebore to urge 
F her to accept a ſettlement, which would 
F eaſe them of the expence of ſupporting 
her, an expence ſhe trembled to think 
they could fo ill afford, as Mrs. Manſel's 
8 | illneſs had been, and ſtill was, of the na- 
= ture to require the firſt advice and aſſiſ- 
tance, which was procured, at great coſt, 
from the diſtance of which doctors of any 
5 Y eminence reſided. 
It is true, Lady Edwin's generoſity had 
been extremely acceptable to them on 
that account, but that was a reſource not 
; likely to continue; and to live always 
on the bounty of her friends was inſup- 
Ee "2 Portable; yet to marry merely for a main- 
7 tenance was worſe, as it was offering i in- 
4 : W jury in return for love. 
5 Thoſe , ee W her awake moſt 


1 th morning to meet her friend, with pale 
face and ſwelled eyes. 

. Mrs. Manſel ſlept very little better; hes 

cure for the welfare of the young perſon ſhe 

a7 tenderly loved, and for whoſe proſperity 

= ſhe had the moſt maternal ſolicitude, in- 

1 creaſed 
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creaſed, as her own feeling convinced her 
ſhe ſhould be ſoon called out of a world, 
where, notwithſtanding her chriſtian reſig- 
nation, her affetions were ſo ſtrongly 


bound; ſhe foreſaw if Anna was not ſet- 


tled, ſhe mult have many difficulties to 


encounter, and if Mr. Maaſel ſhould | 


likewiſe be called away, he had nothing 
to leave her; alone, in a world, where in- 


nocence and honour are the common prey 


of mankind, and where triumphant vice 
looks into ſilence the pleas of modeſt 


merit, of what ſervice would be the deli- 
cacy of her ſentiments? the reQitude of 


her principles, or the elegant ſimplicity 
of her manners; her beautiful perſon, far 


from being of advantage, what would it j ; | 
excite, but the ſpirit of ſedud ion, in the 


men, and envy in the women! Who would 


protect her! and how would it be poſſible 
for her, whoſe heart ſought alliance with 


all God's creatures, to be guarded againſt 
wiles, ſne had no conception of! or to ſup- 
port her diſappointment, when, after mix- 


ing with mankind, ſhe ſhould be ſadly 7 
convinced, that the virtues ſhe honoured, = 


and 


ANNA 4 


and the benevolence ſhe adored, exiſted 
ſo ſparingly among the ſons of men. 

Mr. Wilkinſon hadexceedingly alarmed 
and diſtreſſed her, by his account of the 
ag in the wood ; he 150 or fancied 


i young Herbert and Peg the firſt he. 
+ | concealed, but gave the latter with all he 
1 had obſerved, and all that fear and jealouſy 
3 5 painted to his own jaundiced imagination, 
in the moſt glowing colour to Mr. and 
7 0 Mrs. Manſel; he exaggerated the youth- 
fol gaiety of Herbert into a ſpirit of li- 
bertiniſm, and adduced the diſſipation of 
the father, the dependence of the ſon on 
the Edwins, and the well-known pride of 
. 3h that family, as reaſons why it was impoſſi- 
ble, he could addreſs her on honourable 
terms. 
1 Mrs. Manſel was too wall acquainted 
with the innate purity of her pupil, to 
doubt her being betrayed into any blame- 
; } able or imprudent ac, but ſhe was not ſo 
* ſecure with reſpect to her peace; ſhe had a 
great ſhare of ſenſibi!1 ity, and ſo perfeQly 
artleſs, that nothing like ſuſpicion ap- 


proached 
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proached her ideas; ſhe was therefore the 


morelikely to de the vid im of credulity in 


her firſt impreflions. Mrs. Manſel's know- 


ledge of Herbert's family concerns con- 
firmed Wilkinſon's report, who, under fo ® 
reſpectable a ſanction, ventured to hint 
the injury to the peace, as well as charac. 
ter, of Anna, her intimacy with ſo dan- 
and inſinuating a young man, 
might produce; and added, the only 
means entirely to preſerve the honour of 
their relation, was to unite their inte- 
_ reſt with his entreaties, to prevatl's on her 


to become his wife. 


Mr. Manſel readily coincided with this 
advice; and the alarm given by the intel. 


ligence of the jealous lover being con- 


firmed by the behaviour of Anna, induced 


Mrs. Manſel to promiſe her influence, 


but at the ſame time conditioned with | 


her huſband, that if they found the peace 


of Anna likely to be affected by her com- 


pliance with their requeſt, it ſnould be at 


once given up; and as the ſalt water had 


been preſcribed to Mrs. Manſel, ſhe would 


take her with them to Swanſea, where 


the 
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e . e rector had a relation, from whom 
Ws had received ſtrong invitations, and 


- = her there till Mr. Herbert left 
— 2 1 abſolutely declining, though 
0 much urged, to attempt to fetter her in- 
i &1ination. | 


_ s 5 When Anna attended her friend, over- 
powered with a ſenſe of obligation, and 
n, | expecting the ſtrongeſt efforts in favour of 


ly man ſhe thoroughly diſliked, in the light 
of be propoſed himſelf; ſorrow and appre- 
e- henſion took from her the power of ut- 
er ferance, and ſhe ſtood before Mrs. Man- 

: del the emblem of ſilent dejection; the 
nis fears rolled down her cheeks from her 
. averted eyes, but the kindneſs of the 
n- maternal woman reaſſured and comfort- 
el Rd her; her queſtions were equally 


de, dlended with kindneſs and wiſdom; and 
th the cool, yet ſtrenuous efforts made in 
ce favour of Wilkinſon, had the aid of rea- 


M- fon and intereſt to ſupport them; his un- 
at dounded affection, his opulent proſpects, 
ad 2 preſent eligible ſettlement, and unim- 
ald : peachable AS character, were urged in 
ere 


oppoſition to the repugnance avowed by 
the Vor. II. C Anna, 


Aa RY aſhamed of having no argu- = 


ment to offer but what originated i in ſelf, 


While all thoſe of her friends were fo no- 


ble, and utterly diſintereſted, heard in 


ſilence the pleadings of friendſhip in be- 
half of love, unable to procure from her a a 
ſingle hope, or to draw her out of a ſilenc, 
the moſt deciſive againſt the point ſhe had 
Mrs. Manſel, at length 8 
told her, that ſhe would no farther urge a 
matter on which depended her peace ia 


ſought to carry. 


an-awful moment ſhe knew was approach- 


ing; that her heart had built on it as the 5 B 


ſweeteſt cordial, hope could give ; that 


when, in fond contemplation of the 
beauties both of her mind and perſon, the 
ſad proſpect of her deſlitute ſituation, when 
ſhe ſhould. be no more, (particularly if 
Mr. Manſel was likewiſe to meet an early 
fate) overcame her; that then ſhe ſouglt 
and received conſolation in the ſecurity 7 
of her peace and welfare, under the pro- 
tection of an honeſt man, whoſe princi- 
ples and power were equally flattering to 
her wiſhes : but if ſhe mult give up this 
darling proſpect, ſhe entreated Anna 

would 


3 
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Frould il her with one promiſe, 
f. Which was that of conſulting Mr. Manſel 
1 1 the 8 of her heart, before it was 


if . 45 conch, a SK a ITE o. 
> mJ emnity by the perſon ſhe moſt loved and 
ad Felpected on earth, whoſe countenance 
ſpoke at once the ravage of ſickneſs, and 
oo, too plainly confirmed the melancholy 
pPreſage which flowed from her lips, in an 
9 Nen of grief, threw herfelf at her feet. 
4 Oh! my more than at cried ſhe; 


2 4 y ah whe rate of 8 Gs dear, 
pleſſed monitreſs of my youth, ever kind 
42 and valued friend of my heart, ſpare, oh! 
f pare your Anna; can I rob you of one 
3 moment s happineſs! is it ne, who would 
pht die to give you pleaſure, that takes from 
1 "the peace of your dying hours; that ſharp. 
ro- ens the keen edge of pain? Oh! diſpoſe 
ci- of me as you pleaſe! I am yours! teach 
x 10 me how to repay the tenderneſs you have 
his ol | ſhewn my helpleſs youth, to chear the 
nna 1 N hour of ſickneſs, and be aſſured 
uid 8 2 Gl whatever 
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whatever are the ſecret ſacrifices 1 make, 


how ftrong ſoever my repugnance, ho, 
unconquerable my diſhke, I never, never 
more will oppoſe your wiſhes, I will, burſt- X- 
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ing into freſh tears, if you bid me, to-mor- 
row give my hand to Mr. Wilkinſon! 
Oh! Anna, my deareſt girl, returned 
Mrs. Manſel, this conſent muſt not be 
taken on ſo ſolemn an engagement; I 
doubted not. but my entreaties would 
have this effect on your ductile heart; 
but to take advantage of your grateful 
ſorrow for a departing friend, would be 
ro engrave her on your memory, with the 
bitter accompanyment of remedilels grief, 
without hope of change, but the awful 
one that will reunite us. I will urge you 
no more ; be comforted, continued Mrs, 
Manſel ; far be it from me to diſcourage 
my Anna, by inſinuating, that the world, 
bad as it is, has no accommodation for | 
innocence and virtue, without uniting 7 
them in oppoſition to inclination. But ; 
oh! my child, embracing her, though I 
could ſee you enter the buſy ſcenes to which 
you are yet a ſtranger, without a ſingle 
appre- 
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1 apprchenſion for your honour, here, even 
here, I tremble for your tranquillity ; be 


upon your guard; you are deſerving of 
every thing; but alas! it is not the moſt 
= deterving that are the moſt happy. 


She then entreated the weeping orphan 
to preſerve the ſame appearance to Wil- 


X kinſon, till their return from the excur- 


1 1 ſion ſne propoſed, when they would en- 
1 er put a period to addreſſes which 


9 | ing her ſolvicien of the oartiality ſhe had 


| been accuſed of; rightly conclading, if 


tit had any other foundation than Wilkin- 
2 ſon's jealouſy, time, abſence, and her 
con good ſenſe, would be much more 
= | likely to operate, while the ſecret was 


2 confined to her own boſom, than if ſhe 
had the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe It was 
oF diſcoveted. 
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meeting of Cecilia and my heroine, had 
matured the perſonal as well as mental 7 
graces of the latter, it had not been leſs 


of the former. The winter ſpent in Lon- 8 


2 e — 
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Tar, preparation 4 were now o 5 . 


make for their little journey, prevented f * 
fo much of her time being ſpent at Llan- 1 4 


dore Caſtle; and another reaſon to re- 9 1 


ſtrain her viſits there, if ſhe were carne 

in her reſolutions, was the arrival of Ce- 1 
cilia Edwin, who, with both her confins M 
Regie Anna in a Yeoh reverie, . f 1 | 


w Llandore. F - 
If the year which had "aſſed ſince the 


RE 

TK 

19 
buſy nor made fewer alterations, in thoſe Li 


don, where ſhe had been iu. and i : 
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v where her great fortune and family, and 
their conſequent attractions, had ſtampt 
their own value in pretty legible charac- 


ters, on every part of her behaviour, and 


4 & actions, were circumſtances that could not 
4 4 fail of enlarging thoſe ideas of gallantry, 
which in her earlier years had influenced 
5 her conduct, tho' they had not quite ef- 
1 5] faced the impreſſions love and heroiſm 
had made over her mind—She was at pre- 
ſent a kind of middle character, between 
ea a ſentimental noveliſt, and a town co- 
gquette; her dreſs was ſo much to the very 
extreme of the faſhion, that it was not in 
the remote region of Llandore only ſhe 
vas an ohject of wonder and curioſity, for 
1 75 ſhe had the ſatisfaction of being gene- 


rally ſtared at in the metropolis. 

Her clear brown complection, where the 
blood had formerly been ſeen to mount on 
every little occaſion, was now hid by the 
politer daubings of rouge; and her fine 
gloſſy black hair, loſt in a paſte of pink- 
powder and pomatum. Anna was the 
ſweeteſt girl in the world, and her confi- 

. dential 
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dential friend, with whom ſhe regularly | 4 
correſponded ; yet it was matter of won- 6 
der to her, how her couſin Patty could 
exiſt in that corner of the world, with na 
other companion than ſuch a demure ax 
piece of ſtill life; ſhe was neverthclel; 1 
in raptures at the ſight of her, though 
really it was with regret ſhe obſerved "8 
great alteration in her, and it mortiſicd # 1 

her to ſay, thoſe alterations were not for "I. 

the better. | 5 | 5 
| This opinion of Miſs Edwin, was not 
only contradictory to our ſentiments, but 
her own ; ſhe felt that partial as ſhe was 
to her dear ſelf, the advantage of her ſweet 8 
friend, was too great for the candour, or 
ſincerity of ſo very fine a lady; but what 
ever other changes had happened in the bw 
courſe of the winter, Charles Herbert was 
{till her male favourite, although 1t was 7 
no fault of Miſs Edwin, that ſhe yet re- 
tained her name; a peer not much older 
than her father, Sir William, having been 
a very warm advocate for her changing it 
to his own, but was refuſed by Lady Fd- 
| u in, 
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1 win, on account of the obſcure original 
of his parent. 

Cecilia Edwin finding i in her collection 
ol new novels, the amiable heroines of moſt 
of them were married, and not only con- 
1 4 n to keep their old lovers, but attract 
new ones, notwithſtanding their coverture, 
6 7 bound great temptations in the title and 


* ˙— — —e 


her mother's object ion hadalready obliged 
moſt of her correſponding friends with an 
1 account of the ſeverity of that e CH, 


 Þ rents, had . her to unite herſelf to 
a rich diſagreeable old man, while her 
. it heart was attached to the moſt amiable, 
the moſt charming youth in the world. 

That youth ſhe now ſhone on, in full 
* luſtre, the regard he actually had for ſo 
gnaear a relation, the reſpe& due to her rank, 
: and immenſe fortune, and the conſideration 
of family obligations, all operated on the 
mind of young Herbert, and induced him 
to treat Cecilia with affection as well as 
politeneſs; when they walked, ſhe hung 
: C 5 on 
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on his arm; he was her xſcort on horſe. 


4 
by.” 
7. 
1 


back; and tho' he ſaid he did not u love 


dancing, when he was forced into it, Ce. 


cilia was his partner, and he was her beau 
on every occaſion; indeed, ſhe had not a] 
doubt of her abſolute rule in his heart; ; 
but however pleaſing ſuch a lover was inf ö 
the country, ſhew, equipage, and the den | 
round of faſhionable pleaſures, were in 


BY 
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London a thouſand times more align qt 


ful; fo that tho” ſhe yet profeſſed, and did 
feel a penchant for her couſin Charles, a 


' the by no means deſigned him the ſu. be! 
preme favour of her hand and fortune. 4 


Cecilia's idea of the increaſing love of 4 
Mr. Herbert was in fome degree confliencdl 5 1 


by an alteration in his temper, and ſhe i im- IJ 1 
puted it to the reſpeAfu] timidity that t ed = 


By 
tvs 


9 
his tongue; this al.cration was, 1 mult 


own, not of the moſt brilliant kind; "i 
the beſt tempered, chearful creature exiſt- 7 


10g, he wasbecomepeeviſh and melancho- | 8 
ly; man delighted not him, whatever wo- | 1 
men might az even Cecilia's company 


was often avoided, and a ſolitary ramble 1 


preferred 5 


preferred to her lively converſation; his 
appetite failed, and a general languor 
pervaded his whole frame; Mrs. Herbert, 
grieved at an alteration, which alarmed 
ber for his health, and Mr. Herbert, who 
FF hated Wales himſelf, condemned that 

charming retirement as the cauſe of his 
ſon's change. 5} 

When the ladies ſurpriſed our heroine, 
as | have related, at the parſonage, ſhe 
id was deep in thought on the inſtability of 
all human felicity ; Miſs Edwin's arrival 
u- at Llandore ſhe had heard of, and figured 
to herſelf the ſame happy parties, in which. 
| ſhe had heretofore been; her ſeat in the 
cd grove, her voice in the Trio, her courted 

judgment and applauſe at the readings, 
were now aſſumed by Cecilia, —and a deep 
ſigh followed thoſe reflections, —tears 
ſtarting into her eyes, when they were diſ- 
perſed by the ogy of thoſe who had ex- 
cited them, 
= Miſs Herbert rents reproached our 
2 heroine for her long and frequent abſences 
from the caſtle; and Cecilia inſiſted no- 

C 6 a thing 
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thing now muſt keep her from thence. 
The emaciated looks and weak ſtate of 
health in which they ſaw Mrs. Manſel, 
were Anna's beſt apology for the ſeeming KF 
neglect of her friends, and the intended 
journey to the ſea mentioned with regret, 
as they would: ſtill longer deprive her of 
the honour of attending them; the ladies, 
however, would not ſtir, without her pro- 
miſe of ſpending ſome part of every Gay | 
with them till her departure. 1 

Mrs. Manſel, tho' the company of my 1 
m was the only thing beſi es that of 
her huſband's, in which ſhe delighted, 
conſidering the importance of the ak- 
quaintance of people of rank to her young 
orphan, readily conſented to-their requeſt, | 
and ſhe engaged to ſpend the next day 
with them. 

This 1 was a dagger to the 
heart of Wilkinſon, who was preſent, but 
it was not to be prevented, nor, what was 
_ worſe, could he poſſibly attend her, as he 
was engaged to go to Briſtol on buſineſs 
of the iron works with Mr. Herbert; he 

Was | 
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was loſt in the anguiſh of his own reflec- 
tions when the Llandore family left the 
© parſonage,andas Anna, (intent on her own. 
thoughts, ſat at the window, her eye ea- 
gerly following their ſteps, as they de- 
ſcended the ſlope, but ſoon unable to 
conquer her emotions) turned from the 
fight of the gay Cecilia, hanging on the 
*X arm of her couſin Charles, and meeting 

the dejected look of her deſponding lover, 
FX all her diſlike changed to pity. 
= Low ſpirits, a complaint very new to 
XZ her, ſhe had been lately much troubled 
with; a fit now ſeized her, tears filled her 
eyes, and ſighs rent her boſom: Wilkin- 
ſon ſaw not one, nor heard the other; his 
$ heart was too full of his own vexation, to 
attend to any thing elſe; and to prevent. a 
renewal of the intimacy. at the Caſtle, was 
his-preſentmeditation; Anna had long left 
the room before he was ſenfible he was 
alone; no remedy, no invention offering 
to aid his wiſhes, he was obliged to taxe 

leave of the family, with his heart torn by 
regret, jealouſy and apprehenſion, | 
e CHAP, 
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Adore Love Matters. 
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ITE next morning after having tried 
every gown and cap her wardrobe Ard. 1 
ed, and conſulted for a much longer pe-. 
riod than uſual, her glaſs, before it was 
poſſible to determine onthoſe moſt becom- 
ing her complection, Anna at laſt fixed on 1 
a ſprigged muſlin gown, tied with lay- 8 
lock ribband, a chip har, decorated with 
the ſame colour, and her own fine hair, 
faſtened up with a comb. 1 
[| Blooming and freſh as the blowing 
myrtle in her boſom, ſhe began her way 
| to the Caſtle by the ſame path, where ſhe 7 
| had the interview with Herbert, which 
| was fo deeply engraved on her memory; 
when the turning path preſented itſelf to * 
N her view, her conſcious blood mounted in 
Wl her 
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1 . her check, a N 5 involntary forced its 
„ 25 rotting weg the trees announced 
an intruder, who appeared in the diſtant 
figure of Herbert he was „ be- 
fore er, 

He apologized for a ſecond time in- 
= truding on her privacy, and aſked with a 
= ſmile, © am 1 now in danger of inter- 
ropting an aſſignation?“ 

Anna, picqued at the queſtion, walked 
on with a ſlight courteſy. 

Ihe offence was increaſed by a farther 
XX enquiry, whether the happieſt of all hap- 
"XX py men were to meet, or overtake her? 

When he ſpoke intelligibly, ſhe would 
anſwer. 

He ſaw ſhe was angry, he told her ; duc 
froward ſpirits, ſpoiled by indulgence, 
were apt to be ungovernable, 

« Meaning mine, Sir?” anſwered Anna, 

Oh, no! returned he, ſighing. 
Mr. Wilkinſon's then? 
Nor him neither!“ 


Your 
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Tour own Sir? ſmiling. 5 
Ah! anſwered Herhert, that ſmile, that 
look !--yes, madam, I own, mine is the un- 
governable, the froward, and repining 
ſpirit, your indulgence has ruined. by 

Anna looked aftoniſhed. og 
Fou are ſorprized—but do you con- 
ceive it nothing, to be bleſt in your ſo- 
ciety! to hear the accents of divinity from 
your lips! to have no one deſire beyond 
beholding you! to be fed by your ſmiles, 
with the fond hopes of your friendſhip! = 
and have thoſe bleſſings dearer, heaven 
knows, than exiſtence, at once torn away | 
to ſee abſence and cold reſerve take place 
of friendſhip, and condeſcenſion! Ah! 
Anna, never, never may you feel the an- 
_guiſh of unrequited friendſbrp / L | 
But I leave you—whatever are my own 
feelings, let me not a ſecond time wound 

yours. is 

With theſe words, 5 unnaccountable 
Herbert diſappeared, leaving Anna in a 
ſtate of mind, that would V e again 
£ tempted 
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JJC 
{XX tempted her return to the parſonage, 
1 # had ſhe not feared to alarm her friends. 
With trembling ſteps ſhe purſued the 
| q path to the Caſtle, and was met at a little 
X diſtance from it by Miſs Edwin and Patty 
Herbert; Charles ſoon joining them, in 
1 company with ſome young ladies and 
1 gentlemen, | who by invitation dined 
here. 
A harp and, violin being in the neigh- 
bourhood, Mrs. Herbert procured their 
\ Þ attendance ; and a little ball in the after- 
' " noon gave Miſs Edwin an opportunity of 
exhibiting to advantage her graceful per- 
' X ſen in a minuet with young Herbert; they 
were both deſervedly applauded; and a 
young lady who fat by Anna, whiſpered 
her, the two couſins Jooked born for each 
bother; it was pity they ſhould ever be 
2 parted; did not ſhe think ſo? She bowed 
aſſent, but her tongue refuſed its office. 
A partner in the country dances offering, 
the ſtood up, glad to eſcape a diſcourſe 
the found herſelf unable to ſupport... 
N When 
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When they broke up, and Mrs. 1 by. 
batte nage waited to carry Anna home, 
her breaſt bow was loſt; ſhe was ſure ſhe 7 
bad it on when ſhe went down the dance 
that Patty confirmed; ſome inviſible power 
had certainly ſecreted it the room was 
ſearched over and over; no bow could be of 
found, and ſhe was obliged to go _ 
without it; the ſame ill ſucceſs attended + 
her enquiries next Morning—it was 700 = 
more heard of, 1m 
Anna continued her daily vides to cel] 3 
Caſtle; their party quare? was enlivened“ 
by little concerts; Herbert played ven 2 
well on the flute ; Cecilia took her harp, | 4 
Patty her guittar, and Anna ſat to the 7 
organ; they walked, they chatted; every . Z 
heart ſeemed in uniſon, even Cecilia's for. 
got its gay flirtations, and reſted on the 
peaceful delights of friendſhip and relire. 0 
ment; but a ſad, a fatal reverſe awaited > 
our young heroine. 4 
Mrs. Manſel grew daily worſe ; her de- { 1 
8 health filled Anna with 22 and Wa 


* 


anguiſh; | F 


NE 2 


„ 


Wi, F anguiſh ; the day was fixed for their de- 
7; . parture, and ſhe went for the laſt time to 
by l the Caſtle, where as it was to be a farewel 
1 2 Lite, ſhe ſtayed the night; the ſolemn 
cloud which overſpreads the interview of 
of C friends who ate on the point of parting, 
be 1 7 Vas never more viſible than in thisevening 

at Llandore Caſtle ; reſtleſs and uneaſy, 

they all retired early ; and the morning on 

"XZ which Anna was to be taken from this 
2X ſcene. of Felicity, broke on her ſleepleſs 
he. eyes with little comfort, and leſs hope, 

Tired of a bed on which ſhe had unavail- 
ingly courted reſt, in hopes the air would 
3 ru to diſpel, the © operon. of her . 


kections Miſs Herbert woul be gone, be- 

hel fore ſhe returned; Mrs. Manſel's health in 
re- 1 ſuch a melancholy ſtate, what alterations 
*l - 1 might not happen, for ever to divide her 
= F from characters ſheloved and revered? Mr, 
je-“ oo} 7 | Herbert and Cecilia would undoubtedly 
d | ſoon be united ; God bleſs them, ſaid ſhe 
46 aloud, 


. 3 9 i 
aloud, juſt as ſhe was met by the iden- 
tical bridegroom her fancy had painted. Fe 
And who, Miſs Manfel, is ſo happy as 
© to be the object of your early oriſons ? 
te had my friend Wilkinſon been here, he 
would have been pleaſed at your em- 
* phatical zbem, ſince ſuch ſolicitude for 
© one even of your own ſex, mult be en- , 
eile.“ 1 
ls it not natural, Sir, returned ky ſor | 
me, who have ſo many obligations to the 
inhabitants of the place I am ſo ſoon to w 
leave, to be fervent in my wiſhes for their 
happineſs ? ; 
And were they then, Madam, the ſub- 
jects of your thoughts! and may I aſk, | 
were the males of the family included | in 
the bleſſing? 
Indeed, Sir, they were, ſaid Anna; with | 4 
the moſt engaging earneſtneſs and ſim- {'Þ 
WW | And God bleſs you too, moſt dnbable | 1 
ll and lovely of women, anſwered Herbert; 0 
1 « ] have much to be forgiven' for, Miſs 
Wl * Manſcl; 
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„ Manſel; but 1 know ſo well the ſweet- 
4 neſs of your diſpoſition, I have no fear, 


es but my heart, if laid open at your feet, 
* would be more the object of your com- 
<< paſſion than reſentment ; if 1 have been 
e the unhappy ſource of uneaſineſs to you, 
e believe me it was without deſign ; the 
5 efforts of reaſon, reflection, and ho- 
e nour, may have been in ſome few mo- 
ments ſince I have known you, too 
weak to conquer feelings that have re- 
RX ceived additional ſtrength from con- 
current circumſtances, or to conceal 
F« withes incompatible with my own peace 
e and yours; yet, in my lucid intervals, 
© and thoſe I truſt are many, my whole 
© ſoul is intereſted in your honour and 
50 felicity; adieu, Madam, if my indiſcre- 
tions revive in your imaginations, re- 
8 member in the moment when my heart 
was burſting with its ſecret woe, I 
4 prayed for your happineſs, and tore 
; e myſelf away.” 
iss jp Remember!“ repeated the agitated | 
Anna. « Oh! that 1 could learn to (gre 
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ee get: following his quick ſteps with 
her ſwimming eyes, as he left her, 
It was not poſſible now to miſconſtrue 
his meaning ; hopes, which ſhe had hi- 
therto repelled, filled her heart; his 
trembling, his faultering, his heſitation, 
could have but one ſource. 

And am I then, ſaid ſhe, exultingly, be- 
loved by Charles Herbert! who can tell, 
if bleſſed with birth and fortune, I might 
not have been his choice; enviable attrac- 
tions! did I ever regret your want before 


But I may admire his virtues, I may 


reſpect his principles, nay I may love the 
guarded purity of his paſſion, while I am 


ſingle, without injuring myſelf or him; 
and what is there on this ſide heaven that 


can give an equivalent for even ſo poor a 
gratification * ? 

This interview gave Anna e ; ſhe 
returned to the houſe, and aſter ſpending 


the day there, ſhe was fetched home by * | 


the rector, who then took leave of the 
young ladies, Mrs, Herbert having-been 


ſo good as to take her tea at the parſon- 
age 
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1 | age with the worthy Mrs. Manſel, with 
WE whom ſhe parted with the ſincereſt wiſhes 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of her health, and 
1 regret for the occaſion of their ſepara- 
tion. Herbert did not appear; he had 
rode out, and returned not till Anna had 
WE 1cfc the Caſtle. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


The Houſe of Mourning. 


TH E following morning Mr. and Mr:. 


Manſel, with Anna, ſet out for Swan- 
ſea. 1 


Neither the ſalutary ſea breezes, nor | 
the briny medicine, were of the leaſt ſer- 
vice to Mrs. Manſel, whoſe diſorder in- 
creaſed beyond all human aid; and her 7 
weakneſs ſometimes rendering it impoſ- 
ſible to carry her in a chaiſe; willing to 
try every thing, ſhe was conveyed by wa- 


ter to the Briſtol] Hot Wells. 


Here ſhe continued till after Chriſtmas, 
in vain hopes of receiving benefit from 


the waters and phyſicians. Mr. Manſel's 


diſtreſs is not to be conceived, To gra- 


tify him only, his beloved wife ſtaid there; 
| but 
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2 
but at laſt; finding all would not do, ſhe 
1 | begged” to reſign er breath at the Par- 
ſonage; and ſo eager was the worthy wo- 
man to get there, ſte ſupported: herſelf 
in her long journey much Veiter chan 
WT could be expected. | 15 
= She was brought in a litter the laſt Wer 
WE ftages, followed by the tears and prayers of 
the inhabitants, through the village to her 
EZ own houſe; where with an unruffled mind 
and quiet leder ſhe waited the eter- 
anal fiat. 

= During the woke We that paſſed 
between the time when every hope of her 
5 recovery had left them to that of her diſ- 
1 ſolution, the anguiſh of her huſband and 
ST young friend may be better conceived 
than deſcribed. 

Ihe ſolemn anl. a0 inquiries of 
& the neighbours, the lamentations of the 
poor, the grief of the ſervants, were faint 
= epitomies of the ſevere ſorrows of the in- 
conſolable huſband, and of the atection- 
ate orphan. 1 Bru” 
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left to Anna, in whoſe arms ſhe expired; 
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74 . ANN A. 1 
The parſonage; ſo late the ſcene of per. 


fect tranquillity, of chearful content, and 
_ uninterrupted peace, was now literally a 
Houſe of mourning. 425 


In this ſcene of poignant ſorrow, al. 
though every moment out of the dying | 


ſaint's apartment, Anna was drowned in 


tears, while by her bed-ſide ſhe was the ſe- 7 | 
rene companion of the friend ſhe loved; 


the was her nurſe, ſhe read to her; and e 
when the broken-hearted huſband could 


officiate in his holy office, fervently joined i 
in the facred devotion of a death bed; 


while Mrs. Manſel doſed, with true filial 
piety ſhe exerted her utmoſt power to com. 


fort the grieving rector, though her own 


feelings were unſupportable. 


On the 28thof January, after very ſtrong 1 


ſtruggles for one who had been gradually & | 
weakening fo long, it pleaſed God to take 
to himſelf a woman who had ſerved him 
all her days; her reſignation and fortitude MF 
during her painful and lingering diſorder 


was the laſt, and not leaſt valuable leſſon 9 
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9 and who, contrary to the modes of the times 
71 which authoriſes depoſiting the e corpſe of 


. tinued to ſit and ſleep in the room until the 
eighth day; when, having (led by Mr. 
BE Manſel, and followed by the pariſhioners 
of Llandore) ſeen her remains depoſited in 
the chancel of the church, they retired, 
each to their apartments, unable to meet 
Nat that table where now the voice that 
5 ebeered and inſtructed was heard no more. 
Her laſt injunctions to Anna were to 
1 follow the counſel of Mr. Manſel ; and 
her laſt requeſt to her huſband, never to 
1 n or deny parental care to the child 
; 1 Mr. Manſel had a maiden ſiſter who had 
- been fent for by Mrs. Manſel (when at 
Swanſea ſhe ſaw no hope of her ſpeedy re- 
3 * to take care of the family, and had, 
: at Anna's requeſt, been continued in the 
3 owls. After Mrs. Manſel's death, her 
Stay was ſtill neceſſary; but if it had not 
| . ſo, ſne would have had no inclination 
to leave a warm, full houſe, for her own 
: td te D 2 | little 


FFF 
little cottage, where ſhe lived on a very 
ſin all income... 4 

Mrs. Jane Manſel was in the fiftieth 7 
year « of her celibacy, and valued herſelf on 
her notability and tine ſhape; few women by f 
could vie with her 1 in either; ſhe was, in- . 
deed, ſaving to a proverb, and ſmall to a 1 
fault: ſhe was ill tempered, ſandy haired, „ 
and ſallow complectioned; ſhe had not 1 | 
yet given up the hepes of matrimony, for Wl 
which purpoſe, ever ſince ſhe had reſide! Wl 
at the Parſonage, ſhe had been making! 'Y 
_ hoard of every thing in kind to tempt, i 
where no other attraction was to be found. 7 | 

Such a ſubſtitute for the ſaint they had 43: 
loſt, ſoon occaſioned an alteration in the © 
parſon!s, family: the man and maid, why 1 
were the happy domeſtics of the beſt ma- F 
nager. and miſtreſs. on earth, reſigned their 
places, which were immediately filled bu 

ir thoſe, who knew nothing more than was 7 

110k neceſſary | in a common farm houſe, andi 

a who, from a ſimilarity of minds and man- 

ners, were the favourites of Mrs. Jane 1 
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When Mr. Manſel 1 was preſent, nothing 
could exceed the fawning ſpeciouſneſs of 
WT this woman's behaviour to Anna; but the 
=p moment his back was turned, her never- 
failing topics were leſſons of induſtry to 
WE young people, delivered to her maid, but 
= cvidently meant at Anna.—She' hated to 
ſee thoſe. who are able, and having no- 
ching of their own, unwilling to work, 
=. loitering about as if their whole buſineſs 
in the World was to be maintained at 
other people's expenſge. 

W - Thoſe lectures, which had always wit 
'S neſſes, and her own want of ſpirits, which 
WT were ſunk to the loweſt ebb, ſoon leſſened 
WT the conſequence of Anna at the Parſon- 
pe | age, and placed her in a ſituation very little 
to be envied. She did not like, by inform- 
ing Mr. Manſel of his ſiſter's conduct, to 
| 2 embroil him in a family diſpute, and much 
leſs did ſhe chooſe to ſubmit to the inſults 
of a woman; who, if ſhe had been of a to- 
lerable temper, was ſo extremely ignorant 
and low bred, it was r to aſſo- 
| | ciate with. 


147 1 5 D 3 Mr. 


tion unaccompanied with her idea; the 


virtue. But when alone, when he could 
uninterruptedly recal her voice, her action, 


Anna ſo conſtantly reminded of this, be- 
gan to conceive the living a burden on 


unneceſſary : yet loath to hurt or offend 
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Mr. Manſel's grief for his wife was of 
the kind to laſt long; it vented not itſelf 1 
in words it ſubſided not in the overflow- 5 
ings which dropped from his eyes ; his ſoul 
was the manſion of integrity; there, in 
every ſentiment, in every thought, he 
found renewed the memory of his Maria: 
nothing of goodneſs ſtruck his imagina- 
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violence of his ſorrow, indeed, abated, as . 
he brought himſelf to conſider ſhe had 
but preceded him in the rich reward of 


me. do - Sw a. 0. 


hy, A. 


and her wiſdom, he fancied himſelf yer 
in her ſociety; he was, therefore, ſeldom 
viſible but in the diſcharge of his duties 
and at meals; nor was it always that he 
accompanied them on thoſe occaſions; 3 | 
the chearfvl board, the innocent chat, te 
comfortable fireſide were no more; and 


honeſt pains-taking people, ſhameful and I 
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WE Mr. Manſel, it was with great reluftance, 

WT and not till perſonally and directly af- 
= fronted by Mrs. Jane, ſhe could raiſe her 
"i | ſpirits ſufficiently to propoſe leaving him. 
Mr. Manſel heard her with ſorrow and 
WT ſurpriſe ; he entreated her to confider well 


| is the ſtep ſhe was taking ; queſtioned her 


1 about his family; begged ſhe would mo- 
Aulate it as ſhe pleaſed. Wilkinſon, though 


he called ſometimes, had received his defi- 
WE nitive anſwer : he was no longer trouble- 


1 fome, what could then be her motives ? 


= Fully reſolved to conceal the cauſe of her 
diſguſt, and too much irritated to remain 
X ſobje& to the ignorant caprice of Mrs. 
Jane, ſhe ſaid it was neceflary for her to 


lay down ſome plan for her way of life. 
= Servitude muſt be her laſt reſource ; fhe 
heard there were means in the metropolis- 


by which women of good education might 
earn a decent ſubſiſtence, with a tolerable 
appearance: and another ftrong motive 
for her wiſhing to go, was her deſire to 

1 learn every N of her origin, that 


D 4 ſhe 
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ſhe might try to get ſome knowledge, of i 
her family. F 


Mr. Manſel, why kind: it was not in 
his power to provide longer for. her than 
he lived, felt the propriety of her reaſons, 1 
though he ſecretly wiſhed ſhe had not been 
ſo nice about ſervitude, as he thought the 
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Ed wins might have aſſiſted her: he, there- | 


fore, ceaſed to oppoſe her intentions, but 5 
took every method to make wal Journey 5 


comſortable. 


The fifty pounds Lady Edwin ſent her 


remained untouched, notwithſtanding all 
the money Mrs. Manſel had ſaved was ex- 

pended, and ſome debts unavoidably con- 
tracted ; this money and Mrs. Manſe!'s 
clothes he inſiſted on her taking; every 5 
thing belonging to her departed friend 
was dear to her: but as to the note, all his 
pleadings could not induce her to take E 


more than twenty pounds, 

Still the good man was very loath to part 
with her; but finding her bent on going, 
he took her himſelf to Brecknock, and 


having obtained the promiſe from her of 
returning 
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returning to him, as her home, they parted 
with tears and\regret on both ſides ; his 
laſt words as he put her in the coach be- 
ing, Remember you have a home, 210 
cc Tam cred 46 :53% 113 nes : 


— 


cnar xxx. 
4 Journey 1 London. 


Wy N N A took Bath i in 5 way, — was 


= received by. Mrs. Herbert and Patty with 


the ſame kindneſs and friendſhip ſhe was 
uſed to at Llandore. They preſſed her 


© to ſtay ; but ſhe was too eager to get to 
London, to comply with their invitation. 
She hinted to them her circumſtances, and 


Mrs, Herbert inſiſted on troubling her 


With a card to Lady Edwin, Cecilia be- 
ing with Miſs Turbville in Bedfordſhire ; ; 


ö "hd. 


Couſin Hugh, who was expected every f 
day, was to be married as ſoon as he came, 


They agreed to continue their correſpon. 


2 ANNA. 
and Patty told her, wich great joy, that ker 


when they ſhould all be in London. 


dence; and after two days ſtay, Anna 
again ſet out on her journey. 


She was met by Mr. Dalton at the inn, 
* was apprized of her coming 1 a let- 3 
ter from Mr. Manſcl. 
The time which had paſſed ſo pals : 


with our heroine, had produced many al- 


terations in the fituation of Dalton; the 
clergyman, to whoſe humanity he owed Wl 
his curacy, was dead, and his ſucceſſor 
choſe' to place a relation of his own in the 4 
cure. A twelvemonth had paſſed without | 
any proſpect of again meeting an employ | 
that would feed his family. Unſucceſsful 
in all his applications for a church, he, a: MW 
laſt, ſought favour among his old friends | 
the Methodiſts ; from one of thoſe people 
he got a recommendation to a gentleman 
who. headed and patronized the fect, and 1 


was indeed a good Samaritan, 
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10 poſſeſſion of a large and clear eſtate, 
as well as merchandizing to all parts of the 
* globe, Mr. Thornhill had the power of 
putting into practice the lovely attributes 
of charity and benevolence, as literally 
laid down by his divine Preceptor; to feed 
the hungry, to clothe the naked, and to 
pour balm into the wounds of enemies as 
well as friends, were the buſineſs of his 
life; if, in the extenſive line of his cha- 
rities, he knew a preſerence, it was to the 
ſtrict profeſſors of his own religion; a 
W partiality the more excuſeable, as never 
the afflicted of either ſex were turned un- 
& relieved from his gates. This gentleman, 
in the fervency of his zeal, had lately 
built a ſmall chapel in a village about ſix 
miles from the metropolis; the number of 
artificers employed in its neighbourhood 
vas a temptation to the good man to en- 
dow it, and place there a preacher who 
& would be attentive and induſtrious 1 in his 
holy calling. 
= Dalton's application for hay, as 
N with a numerous offspring out of | 
30 D 6 bread, 


OR, 


bread, and deſtitute of means for their ſup- 


— 


port, fortunately came at this period to the 
hands of Mr. Thornhill, whoſe compaſ- 
ſion for the individual was increaſed by his 
general good: will to his fellow creatures, 
on whoſe account the chapel was erected; 
he relieved the neceſſities, painted in a very 
ſtrong light by Dalton, and placed him 
in the new meeting, rent ſree, and gave 
him fifty pounds a year for life. In this 
ſituation he was when he received the un- 
welcome news of Anna's return to his pro- 


tection; however, by his wife's advice, he 


went to the inn where the coach ſtopt, in 
order to conduct her to his houſe. 
Mrs. Dalton received her very kindly, 
and her kindneſs was much encreaſed by 
the preſent of a brown ſatin night gown of 


Mrs. Manſel's for herſelf, and all the re- 
mains of the finery brought from Melmoth 


Lodge, as well as the clothes ſhe had out 


grown fince, for her children, who were 


diſpoſed of different ways, except the eldeſt 
daughter, who had ſerved out her appren- 
ticeſhip to the mantuamaker, and now 

worked 


ANI N/A. To 


for her board ænd lodging. 
The next morning Dalton told Ane, 
Vich very little ceremony, it was time for 
ber to think of ſome mode of living, with- 
out being a hanger- on from one to the 
other. This was her own ſentiments; but 
= ſhe could have diſpenſed with his coarſe 
opinion on the matter, delivered without 
feeling or judgment. The contraſt be- 
tween this addreſs and thoſe ſhe had lately 
been uſed to, ſtruck her ſo forcibly, ſhe 


could not immediately anſwer; and her 


ſilence being interpreted by him into a de- 
ſign of fixing herſelf on him, he wiſely re- 
N to let her know, ſhe muſt not ex- 
pect to live with him; and he was on the 
point of being ſtill leſs attentive to the 
laws of hoſpitality, when a queſtion from 
her brought the blood into the cheeks of 


BZ himſelf and his wife. It was to know 


the particulars of his firſt meeting her; 
when, and where it was ; and laſtly, what 


the wen aut were brought by the de- 
ceaſed 


1 vorkeabbebbalined; paying her father 


85 A N N A. 
ceaſed: to the lodgings. conſiſted of, and 
what was become of them? 
After a little pauſe, which, if our be⸗ 
roine had the leaſt knowledge of guilt her- 
ſelf, muſt have given birth to ſuſpicions 
not very favourable to her reverend friend, 
he told her where ſhe was brought by her 
father, but that not only the woman who 
came with her was moved, that the very 
houſe (which was true) was pulled down, 
and another built on the ſpot; that the 
things conſiſted of a few wearables, which 
had been ſold without reſerve to defray the 
expences of the funeral; and that he had, 
by advertiſment, and every enquiry in his 
power, endeavoured to find out to whom 
| the belonged, without ſucceſs; that by the 
ſun · burnt completion of both the man 
and woman, he concluded they came 
from abroad. 
This account entirely baniſhed every 
hope of learning any thing of her origin. 
It was very unlikely ſhe, who was ſo en- 
tirely ignorant of the world, ſhould ſuc- 
ceed better 1 in her relcarches than Mr,Dal- 
ton, 


* 
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1 ton, Who was ſo much intereſted in Bud 
ing ſome one to take off his hands, a 
= child, who had no claims on him bot 
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== Her next thought was to deliver Mrs. 
= Herbert's card to Lady Edwin, in hopes, 
by that Lady's patronage, ſhe' might be 
able to fix on ſome means for her future 


ſubſiſtence. : 


She accordingly went in the morning 


ſtage, and was ſet down in Whitechapel. 
The ftreets were very dirty; wholly unac- 


quainted with London and its cuſtoms, 


ſhe had no idea of taking a coach; through 


the wet, therefore, ſhe walked, inquiring 


at every turning the way to Groſvenor- 
ſquare, which ſhe reached in three hours, 


having ſometimes received right direc- 


tions, and oftener wrong, to the great 


entertainment of the witty crackers of ſo 


pleaſant a joke, 


Tired and ſplaſhed, at length ſhe arri- 


ved at the door of Lady Edwin, which two 
or three chairs and a dozen powdered fops 
in 
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in{-livery; ſurrounded: theſe: ſhe had to 
puſh her way through. 64-560. 27146 | 
The impudence, the vices, md he follies 


of their employers, are, in general, ſo ex- 
actly copied by thoſe party-coloured gen- 
tlemen, that when, 1 have ſaid thoſe in 
waiting belonged to ſome of the firſt and 


moſt diſſipated families in the kingdom, I 


need not add, the ſight of a modeſt young 


woman had in it too much novelty to paſs 
unnoticed or uninſulted. With great diffi- 
culty (as they ran all their undaunted faces 
under her hat) ſhe reached the porter, who, 
with a ſettled grin and witty ſneer at his 
companions, ſtood waiting to receive her. 

Jo ber modeſt queſtion of, *© Is Lady 


Edwin at, home:?“ ſhe, was anſwered 


with * gruff, No, and a ſupercilious ſtare; 
and then unfortunately her ſpotted clothes, 
attracting the notice of the too-well- kept, 


idle wretches round her, ſhe was ſaluted 
with a loud laugh, 


Aſtoniſhed at ſuch brutal Gros ſuch 


wanton, unprovoked inſolence, and terri- 


fied with the apprehenſions of what inſults 
might 


» | might farther "R offered her, ſhe: was 


W haſtily-going from the door, when a foot- 
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33 man belonging to the houſe, ſtruck with 
ber beauty, recollecting Lady Edwin's. 
voman had juſt diſcharged her maid, and 
WT promiſing himſelf (for he was a perſon of 
great gallantry) his preſent condeſcenſion 
might be rewarded with future favour, bid 
her come in, and civillyaſked her buſineſs. 
= Mrs. Herbert's name electrified the whole 
crew; thoſe belonging to the viſitors 
chairs ſlunk off, and the ſurly porter tak- 
ing the card, rang for Lady Edwin's own 
man, who begged her to walk in; at the 
madame time opening the door of an elegant 
and ſpacious parlour, ſaid his lady had 
company, but he would deliver the card 
the moment they went. Here to her 
great comfort ſhe found a large fire, at 
= which ſhe dried her feet, and had time to 
: 5 ſet her clothes in a little better order, as 


it was full two hours before ſhe was ad- 
mitted to Lady Edwin, 1:4 


X 


The cordiality of her reception made 
ample. amends for the mortifications ſhe 


had 
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had received at the door: the lady em- 


with her on her ſable dreſs, and expreſſed 


Mrs. Herbert, the declining ſtate of Mrs. 
Manſel's health, ſhe thought the having 

ſuch a young perſon about her in quality of 
a companion, would be both convenient 
and agreeable:Miſs Edwin troubled her 
with very little of her company; ſhe grew 
eorpulent and indolent; public places ſhe 
was weary of, and going out much fatigued 


braced her with great affection, condoled 


herſelf much pleaſed at Mrs. Herbert's 
ſending her to Groſvenor- ſquare. 


Struck with a kindneſs ſhe did not ex- 
pect, our heroine burſt into tears. 


Lady Edwin's goodneſs increaſed with 
this mark of ſenſibility; ſhe had a real re- 
gard for her, and when ſhe heard from 


without amuſing her. Lady Edwin liked 
cards, and her routs were crowded by the 
firſt people; but there were many hours 
which an elegant ſenſible young woman 
would very acceptably fill; ſhe, therefore, 
directly propoſed to Anna living with her 
on the footing of a companion, and ſaid, 
_ "We 
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de would compliment her. with fifty 
pounds a year for clothes. 

. cannot be doubted but this offer was 
gratefully accepted; and ſo deſirous was 
the lady of having her immediately there, 


an early dinner was ordered, and the 
coach carried her to Dalton's, with direc- 


tions to wait for and bring her back. 
When Dalton ſaw ſo elegant a car- 
rage ſtop at his door and Anna alight from 
is, he could ſcarce believe his eyes; with 


undiſſembled joy he heard how fortunate 


ſhe had been; he congratulated her on it; 


and, never out of his way, begged, if an 
opportunity offered, ſhe would put in a 
word for him to Lady Edwin, whoſe poor 


countryman he was. 
Her baggage not having been onthe 
vas ſoon ready, and once more Mr. Dalton 


had the pleaſure of ſeeing himſelf freed 


= from his care of Anna: ſhe returned to 


EZ Groſvenor-ſquare early in the evening 


Lady Edwin, very much pleaſed with the 
= gratitude and alacrity ſhe had ſhewn, or- 
dered a piece of black Gk 1 in addition to 
8 Wat 


tuted her charming ringlets into likeneſs 
ol nothing human, and dreſſed in faſhion- | 


> A N N A. 


what ſhe. already had; and gave n 
to her own tradeſpeople to equip her in a 
faſhianable e as a IHE was to be 
the third aft. | 

In the OTE ese ſhe did not 
fail acquainting Mr. Manſel with her ſi- 
tuation, or thanking Mrs. Herbert for the 
friendly recommendation which had pro- 
cured her the honour of Lady Edwin's 
favour ; a hair-drefſer having cut and tor- 


able mourning, Anna followed Lady Ed- 
win into her wies room. 
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Eo D * Eüvin: 8 doors opened at nine, 
but it was near eleven before the card 1 


W bles were all filled. This ſcene was per- 


fedly novel to our heroine, and excited 
no leſs her curioſity than wonder; ſhe, 
who had hitherto looked on viſiting as a 
method f keeping up the connection of 
families and friends, could not conceive 
the pleaſure of entertaining ſuch a num- 
ber of people by a fi ingle courteſey to 
each perſon as they entered, and an ar- 
rangement of the tables, any more than 
ſne could reconcile it to her ideas of ci- 


vility for people to leave the houſe with- 


out even that little ceremony, or beſtow- 
ing a look at the lady of the manſion; 
the conſtafit ſucceſſion of feathered ladies 


and painted beaus, who juſt glided round 


the 
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the rooms and retired, particularly ſtruck 
her, as a very unmeanin ng mode of paſl- 
ing their time. 


She was, however, drawn out of one 
ſurpriſe and throwninto another, by a moſt 
polite and flattering addreſs from a male 
figure, who begged Lady Edwin to intro- Y 
duce him to the lovely ſtranger; her lady- 


ſhip's ready compliance with this requeſt, 
convinced Anna it was a perſon of conſe- 


quence who made it, which his ridiculous . 


appearance rendered at firſt rather doubt- 
ful, to one who knew not that nothing in 
that ſtile was beneath our modern nobles. 

He wasa tall, elderly perſonage, whoſe 
ſatin waiſtcoat and breeches were out- 


pinked by the rouge on his cheeks, and 


that beautifully contraſted by the white 
daubings on the other parts of his hag- 
gard face; he had a wide mouth, which 
the art of his dentiſt contrived to fill 
with a double row of falſe teeth; he was 
fond of his height, and to keep up the 


appearance of youth and vigour he wore 


ſtays; he was of ſuch an amorous con- 
ſlitution, that the ſight of beauty ſet him 
in 
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in a flame, and the ſhew and variety of 


his miſtreſſes eould only be equalled by 


his ſtud of horſes; his hair was curiouſly 


frized out at the ſides, in cloſe imitation of 
the royal Adonis; he wore a blue ribband, 
and was vaſtly addicted to falling in love. 


He approached Anna with a ghaſtly 
ſtare, which he miſtook for a languiſhing 


ogle, and which would certainly have pro- 
| voked her riſible faculties, had not Lady 


Edwin announced him the Duke of 


Lo laugh at a Duke would have been 
# ſhocking; to reſpect him impoſſible; ſhe 
was, therefore, an angel, a goddeſs, and 
every thing divine, without raiſing her va- 
E nity; and his Grace wounded, miſerable, 


and dying, without exciting her pity ; ſhe 


FX had too much good ſenſe to feel any thing 
but contempt, for a man, whoſe ambition 
it was to take the lead in folly and diſſi- 
$ pation, when not only his age but conſti- 
tution called for reformation and warm 
flannels, and was not long able to conceal 
7 her diſguſt; the ducal title filled her with 
awe, but the poor animal who bore it 


ſoon 


Alances of the beaus, who, dear creatures! 


__ ANN A 


"ſoon deprived himſelf of reſpect; ſhe 1 in. 
voluntarily turned her back on his elo- 1 
ene his dignity, and his admiration. 1 

The marked manner in which his Grace : 
fingled out our heroine, called forth the Þ FJ 


to a man are all purblind; and the ale, 1 | | 
not to be behind them in defects, were 
ſo good as to liſp out their inquiries of 
« Who is ſhe, and what is ſhe?” 
- Theſe general obſervations made her 
truly ridiculous; ſhe actually was out of | '3 
countenance; her modeſt eyes withdrew 2} 
from the gaze of curioſity; a piece of il] | 
breeding any modern belle would try to% 
bluſh at. But poor awkward thing ſci 
ſoon ceaſed to be an intereſting object th. 
except to a few diſſipated married men; im 
for it being ſomehow whiſpered, that ſie 
was the daughter of a Welſh parſon, 
whom Lady Edwin had taken as a com. 
panion to Miſs Edwin, the ladies were 
deren the beaus ſatisfied. , 
This, far from mortifying Anna, left her 
toenj oy herownobſervation Whichbroug olt 
9 * home 


he 


on Sor 
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nome things in others, leſs deſirable than 
E. poverty and dependence. The inſipid 
evening paſſed, and the rooms cleared at 
one o'clock; Sir William, Lady Edwin, 
and Anna, then fat down to ſupper, and 

retired about two. 

One evening Miſs Manſel receivied- a 
leſſon for all the company they received, 
or the viſits they paid; and very ſoon was 
2 ſhe ſo well acquainted with the etiquette 
on theſe occaſions, as to take all fatigue 
off Lady Edwin, who fat to cards inthe firſt 
party, leaving the ceremonial part to her. 
When ſhe was entirely ſettled, and her 
thoughts at liberty, nothing to wiſh for but 
the continuance of Lady Edwin's favour, 
the paſt ſcenes would often return to her 
imagination, and was it poſſible, was ſhe 
indeed ſettled under the roof of Lady 
Edwin, could it be, and ſhould ſhe again 
ſee and converſe with Charles Herbert? 
er Ves, ſhe remembered his parting words ; 

; but, alas! what end could it anſwer ? 
her Better, far better would it be to forget 
* he exiſted ; was he not engaged, and that 
wa. 15 Vol. II. E. to 
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to her friend, "a diets 6 of Yo benefac⸗ "4 
treſs; was it not unjuſt and ungrateful in 
her to wiſh to ſupplant a perſon, who had 
ſo many claims to a contrary conduct? 
And, indeed, if that were not the caſe, 
if he were free, were it likely he would 
think of her, would his family pride ſtoop 12 
to a girl in her dependent ſtate, one who in 
had not the benefits common to the re- be 
fuſe of ſociety, who knew not a creature 
of her blood, and who was totally deſ- by 
titate of the means of ſubſiſtance but Ki 
fram the charity of ſtrangers? Certainly h 
no; well, then, ſhe would refolve to, 
think no more of him: but | : . cal 
“Thought repelled, reſenting, rallies, — du 
And doubles every woe.” | ba 
A lerter from Mr. Manſel, in which the | ane 
good man favoured her with advice and at 
congratulations on her preſent ſituation» | mo 
contributed not a little to the fixing in het 1 
mind an idea that, to ſay the truth, never ter 
left it. He warned her againſt the decep- and 
tions of her own heart, hinted at the par- rou 
Aly ſhe was — of having for 7 
young = 
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young Herbert; at the ſame time he re; 
preſented the impoſſibility of its being at- 
tended with ſucceſs; ſaid the dependent 
ſituation of that young gentleman was 
. ſuch, that his ruin muft be the conſe- 
EZ quence of a ſuſpicion of that kind in the 
family, as he knew it was their ſettled 
intention to unite him to his couſin ; he 
FT begged, therefore, ſhe would guard her 
peace (her honour he knew to be ſecured 
by her own principles), preſented Wil- 
© FT kinſon's beſt wiſhes, and invited her 
home whenever ſhe pleaſed, 
Anna ſhed tears over this letter, and 
called herſelf ſeverely to taſk for her con- 
duct, ſome part or other of which muſt 
have given riſe to her friend's conjecture; 
e | and if him, why not others? Alarmed 
d at this concluſion, ſhe reſolved to be 
Ns | more guarded in future. 
er 3 Lady Edwin grew more pleaſed with 
erhher companion the longer ſne knew her; 
bs and Sir William was as partial as gene- 
4 rous, ever buying ſome little trinket to 
= preſent her with, and her time paſſed, if 
not happily, at leaſt agreeably. 
ES” CHAP. 
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The Arrival of a Stranger. | 
: of 
A Month after Anna's removing to pe 
Groſvenor- ſquare, Mr. 3 Edwin re. co 
turned from abroad. 4 140 
* I his event filled the houſe with joy; be. 4 an 
i was the 1dol of his family, and the heir off = 
their noble fortunes ; had been four yeas an 
making the grand tour; no expence or fre 
pains had been ſpared to render him the bir 
moſt accompliſhed man of the age, and 3 

his fine natural parts gave flattering 11 3 þ 
i of the figure his rank and fortune entitled 1 
i . him to cut in the world. 5 
But the high opinion entertained of his Y 
abilities by his fond parents,and their blind] : 
indulgence to the foibles of his infancy, 1 
WW had 


n 101 
had ruined the one, and converted the 
other into mature vice. 
He was handſome and elegant in his 
perſon; and by his acquaintance with 
che world, had acquired an eaſy and po- 
© lite addreſs. . 
His good underſtanding was embel- 
liſhed with a pleaſing delivery, and when 
he choſe to exert himſelf, he was maſter 
of great elocution, which, added to a 
perfect knowledge of the laws of his 
country, promiſed to his father, who 
doted on him, the utmoſt that fame and 
FF ambition could beſtow. 8 
off * But the unreftrained liberty of action, 
sand power of purſe, which he received 
or from the affection of his parents, involved 
he F him in almoſt every vice in the compoſi- 
nd tion of human nature, and young as he 
es | was in years, returned to his country a ve- 
ed} Fteran in iniquity—He had ſeduced under 
a ſolemn promiſe of marriage, before he 
went on his travels, a young widow of 
fortune and family, whoſe love for him ſo 
3 {far exceeded all other conſiderations, that 
E  -Þ 3 though 


8 


9 
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102 ANN A. 9 
though ſhe found herſelf ruined and de- 1 
ceived, ſhe accompanied him abroad, 4 | 
when notwithſtanding his great allow- 35 
ance from his father, he contrived to- 
ſpend her whole fortune. 2 
She had bred by him, but as it is ſaid, {3 
there is no friendſhip among the wicked, 
neither can there be a laſting eſteem or 
real happineſs in a vicious connection. 
The lover was inconſtant, the lady jea | 
lous, and by the time of their return to 
England, they, whohad flattered themſelves x] | 
ſhould be bleſſed for life, were become 
mutual plagues to each other: the unhap· 
Py woman, indeed, ſtill doted on her ſe-“ 
ducer; but paſſion, founded on mere ſen- 
ſual pleaſure, is ſure toevaporate in diſguſt, i? 3 
Edwin, certain of his father's genero.“ 
ſity, made him immediately 1 
i with his ſituation : he was not miſtaken ; 
| Sir William Edwin had the moſt guileleſs 
„ of human hearts; when the young pro- 
digat proteſted his ſorrow for his paſt in- 1 
diſcretions, and promiſed mene : 
the fond father believed him, and took 


AHN IK A. 103 
on himſelf the care of providing for the 
lady, which he generouſly did, and that 
in a manner that rendrred her acceptance 
of five hundred a year, rather a favour 
conferred-on, than received from him. 


CHAP. XXX. 


x Filiat Pie in faſhionable Life. 


JEx D W I N. now free ſrom his compa- 
nion, was at large; ; intrigue was his hob- 
| by horſe, and miſchief his pleaſure. 

7 The lovely Anna, in full bloom of 
, ear and innocence, was an object too 
nie to be paſſed over; his mother's 


E 4 pro- 
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protection had nothing in it ſacred enough 
to preſerve her from his attempts, nor his 
promiſe to his father conſidered from the 
moment he had obtained his end; he 
knew Miſs Turbville was the deſtined 


partner of his hand, but that, he never 
deſigned, ſhould ſhackle his inclinations; F* 


the more he ſaw of Anna, the more he Þ | 


was enamoured with her; and ſo rapidly 1 
was her influence inereaſing, that it was 

with difficulty he could conceal his rap- 9 6 
tures, even in the preſence of his father 
and mother Whenever he caught her 
alone, which he watched eagerly for, hgje 


pleaded his paſſion with all the violence 
natural to his temper. 3 

How eaſy is it to reſiſt temptation our |? 
inclinations revolt at! Anna could paintto 
Edwin his undutiful behaviour to the beſt 


of parents; ſne could aſſure him, if there 


were no other objection, her obligations to 
Lady Cecilia would ſufficiently ſteal her |? 
heart againſt addreſſes ſheknew they would 


diſapprove - Abandoned as this young 4 


man was, Anna's propriety of condutt | * 
and modeſt Acne of deportment, = 1 
ſuch, 
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3 ſuch; that he had hinted at nothing ſhort of 
an honourable paſſion, although he was 
BZ ſenſible it was neither in his power or in- 
= clination to perform an honourable en- 
gagement, if he could . on ber to 
accept it. 

But of that there: was; nor<the leaft 
danger; for though no more of his cha- 
racter had reached the ears of Anna than 

what Lady Edwin thought proper to diſ- 

2 cloſe, ſhe was armed with the argument 

I have hinted at; and had there been no 

bother, I am perſuaded there needed none; 

be but in truth there was, and had young 

Edwin offered her a diadem, her heart 

woas ſo devoted to the humbler graces of 

his couſin, ſhe would have rejected him— 

She lived but for Herbert, at the ſame 

- time that ſhe had not the moſt diſtant 

| how of ever being happy in the object 

to | 2 of her choice; on the contrary, while 
er her imagination was perpetually bringing 
| 4 back the laſt ſcene at Llandore, ſhe flat- 

7 tered herſelf ſhe could ſee him united to 

Miſs Edwin, without any other emotion 


ere 4 {than what the moſt diſintereſted friend- 
E 5 ſhip 


5 
3 
a» 
mu 
$ ay 
N 
* * 
* 95 
* * 
9 
fl 


106 ANNA. 
ſhip would warrant, reſerving only to her- 
ſelf the pleaſing idea, that while ſhe was 


ſingle, (which ſhe pre- determined ſhould 


be as long as ſhe lived) ſhe might conti- 
nue the ſecret preference which her heart 


now gave him, without injury either to 


his honour or her own; and having made 
up her mind in this dangerous manner, 
ſhe no longer ſought to repreſs the appro- 
bation which, in ſpite of herſelf, would 
accompany the memory of every action. 
Her heart was continually forming 
compariſons between him and the young 
men that viſited at Sir William's; if her 


ſentiments happened to be thoſe of any 
other perſon, ſhe was ſure Charles Her- 
bert's expreſſions would have given grace 


to them ; if ſhe was diſguſted, her firſt 


thoughts were, good heavens, how dif-! 


ferent is Herbert! 


Thus then, nouriſhing the ſecret bias 
of her ſoul, ſhe lived at Lady Edwin's Þ 
without any diſquiet, but what the young 


man's aſſiduities gave her, ſome weeks; 


for Miſs Edwin was to ſtay in Bedford- 
hice till the family went to fetch her, 


that 
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that a convenient opportunity for Mr. 
Edwin's: falling in love with Miſs Turb- 
ville might not be wanting. = 
Mr. Edwin found himſelf in no FI Ty: 
to forward this marriage; his heart be- 
came really devoted to Anna, the more 
ſeriouſly, that notwithſtanding the diſad - 
vantages of her ſituation, two gentlemen 
of fortune, one of them of rank, had 
made their offers of marriage; one a 
Baronet, of good eſtate and reputable fa- 
mily, turned of forty; the other, a Mr. 
Mordant, a young man of unexceptiona- 
ble morals, and agreeable perſon, ſon to 
an opulent Weſt-India planter, who Sir 
William, being acquainted (with his 
connections) was very kind to; and he 
was admitted into the family on the foot= 
ing of a relation; his father left him to 
his own: choice of a wife, that muſt ac- 
company him to Jamaica, and his heart 
paid homage to the charms of our he- 
roine. 5 
The indifference with which ſhe re- 
ceived thoſe propoſals, and the explicit. 
a E 6 Man- 
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manner in which ſhe refuſed them, ap- 
peared no leſs extraordinary to Sir Wil- 
liam and his lady, than flattering to the 
vanity of their ſon; he had been'ſo uſed 
to ſucceſs among the women, he could 
not doubt but his good fortune would ſtill 
continue; and the latent partiality for his 
dear ſelf, convinced him thoſe rejections 
of Anna were founded on her attachment 
to him. 

He dreaded nipping in the- bud the 
bright hope on which ſo much depended; 
the leaſt hint of his nuprials, as conſent- 
ed to by himſelf, would, he foreſaw, 
ruin him with her. On Sir William ſet- 
tling his affairs with Mrs. Mitford, he 
promifed to comply with all his wiſhes in 
regard to his eſtabliſhment in life: and 
indeed a fituation, independent of con- 
trol, was too deſirable a matter to be de- 
clined by a young man who wiſhed for 
nothing more. 

Vet the lovely Anna to be given up, 
was too great a ſacrifice even for that, and 
one excuſe followed another to protract 
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time. Mr. Herbert's family were invited 
to accompany them to Bedfordſhire, but 
Edwin had privately written to Charles to 
put off the journey from week to week, 
till Sir William declaring he would go 
without them, (their abſence would no 
longer anſwer his purpoſe) the day be- 
fore their arrival, he thought proper to 
fall ſick, a private emetic gave the ap- 
pearance of a violent attack that alarmed 
his parents, who wiſhed to call in every 
medical aſſiſtance; but their ſon had a 
particular confidence in one only, and 
he, though not a perſon who attended the 
family, was employed, and his reports 
of the progreſs of the diſorder juſt ſuch 
as ſuited the patient's inclination. 

It was in vain Lady Cecilia intreated 
he would have more advice; it teazed 
him to be oppoſed, and increaſed his fe- 
ver; he was ſure he was perfectly ſafe in 
the hands of Mr. Depuis, and would ſee 
nobody elſe. 

Anna, ſuſceptible to all the n of 
humanity, and who loved and honoured 

Lady 


calm: the fears, of the fond mother, was 


of ſolicitude for her ſon 3 and in hopes to 


na ee after che health of 
of this cincomſtance Mr. avis s va· 
let took care to inform his · maſter, whoſe 
joy, at each proof of attention from her 
was hardly to be kept within bounds; to 
ker inquiries he was always better; to 
others worſe: ſo that Lady Ceeilia, find- 
ing herſelf comforted by Anna's report, 
was ſo exceedingly pleaſed when ſne made 
» that ſhe could not but be encouraged 
to perſevere in a conduct ſo acceptable 

to her patroneſs. | 
In this ſituation the Herberts found 
them. Young Edwin and Charles had 
ſpent their youth, and taken the firſt ru- 
diments of learning together, having ne- 
ver been ſeparated till Mr. Edwin went 


on his tour; ſo that, unlike as the cou- 


ſins were in their principles, they were 
much attached to each other. 
ns Herbert 
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Herbert was hardly ſeated by the. bed 
of his friend (for: he pretended he could: 
not ſit up) before he diſeloſed his ſham- 
ſickneſs, alledging his repugnance to the 
ſtate of marriage at all times, but more 
particularly now, when he ſaid he was ex- 


pected to fall in love with one woman 


while he was heart and ſoul devoted to 
another, as the reaſon of putting this de- 
ception on his family; he then proceeded 
to inform him of the method he had ta- 
ken, having actually made himſelf ill by 
affecting it. 

This occaſioned a good deal of mirth 
between the two friends, in the midſt of 
which, his truſty valet came to inform 
him Miſs Manſel had aſked after his ho- 


nour's health twice in the laſt half hour. 


ce Charming, delightful, kind Anna!” 


exclaimed Edwin. | 
The mirth which had exhilarated the 


countenance. of Herbert in an inſtant fled, 


« What,” ſaid he, ſcarce daring to 
breath, „ who? Miſs Manſel did you 


© ſay? Anna, is it her?” 
Ab, 
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4 Ah, you know: her then?“ replied 
the other Ves: who but ſhe could have 


e taken ſuch entire poſſeſſion of my ſoul?ꝰ 
ee] thought,” ſaid man ec ſhe was 
4 © married besoin iis | 


cc Heaven forbid,” N Edwin 


& 'that any human being ſhould dare to 


«have a hope of the kind; no, ſhe re- 
« fuſed William Mordant and Sir Charles 
e Stanley; refuſed them for me, Charles; 
c J have ſtolen n her little heart; ſhe 
*« muſt be mine.“ 

« What, then, will win give up Mifs 
« Turbville?? _ 
Not ſo, neither.“ 


„ How. will you, then, manage with 


« Anna ? you cannot think —“ 
« Think, I know ſhe loves me, Charles, 


« and by heavens I adore her; but I be- 


tc ljeve we ſhall neither of us zhink it ne- 


t ceſſary to have recourſe to the dull 


te beaten road of matrimony,” 


© Love, free as air, at fight of Wa ties. 
10 — his light wings, and in a moment flies.“ 
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Mr. Edwin, in the exceſs of his raptu- 
rous ideas, run on for ſome time in this 
ſtrain, and might have, uninterrupted, re- 
peated all the poetry and common-place 


ſayings the worn-out ſubject of ſeduction 


could furniſh him with. 
Herbert was too much abſorbs in his 


own ideas (which were not of the plea- 


ſanteſt kind) to attend to him; he was 
not, till this moment, ſenſible of the 
ſtrength of his attachment to our heroine; | 
tis true he thought her engaged, and by 
this time married to the perſon of her 
choice; that, and that only, had pre- 
vented his attempting to render ſucceſsful 
the firſt ſerious paſſion he ever felt; but 
now that he found ſhe was not only ſingle, 
but in love with a man that meditated 
her ruin, his thoughts were in tumults ? 

Should he not endeavour to ſave ſweet- 
neſs and purity ſo captivating ? 

Were thoſe elegant manners, thoſe 
charms of perſon given her, then, in 


ſuch profuſion, to be the prey of vice? 
But how could ſhe be ſaved? would a 


woman 
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woman who could attach herſelf to a 
known libertine, thank him for an inter- 
_ ference (rather impertinent than accord- 
ing to ſuch ideas) friendly, and if fo, 
what end would it anſwer, except involy- 
ing their family in a quarrel, which would 
diſtreſs his mother, and-even -bring the 
charge of ingratitude on himſelf ? As he 
was. conſcious of many obligations to his 
uncle, he, therefore, for a moment, gave it 
up, and retired, under pretence of fatigue, 
pleading it as an excuſe for not waiting 
Sir William's return from the houſe; but 
he could not leave Groſvenor- ſquare with - 
out making his how to Lady Cecilia; he 
Aren e We 1 
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＋. HE hand cheek of Anna 3 
have told a very contradictory tale to that 
he had, juſt now heard, had Herbert ob- 
ſerved her; but a ſenſation reſembling in- 
ward pride and reſentment, added to the 
reſelution he had juſt formed, and being 
prepared to ſee her, prevented that ob- 
ſervation, or any other. After paying 
his reſpects to Lady Cecilia, he bowed 
with the cold indifference of a common 
acquaintance and no more. 
Good heaven l what at that cruel mo- 


| ment were the feelings of Anna; her heart 


had fondly anticipated the pleaſure of this 
meeting te Charles and herſelf ; ſne could 
not, from all his behaviour, help indulg- 


ing * of being dear to him; their 


3 
2 


parting 


be the firſt whoſe behaviour ſhould remind 
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parting ſcene was ever preſent in her mind, 
the plaintive ſound of his voice at that 
period ſtill vibrated on her ear; and after 
all, was it thus they met ! the pointed ne- 
glect, the cutting indifference, ſtruck her 
with grief and conſternation. 

Too much confuſed to aſk after his mo- 
ther and ſiſter, and ſcarce able to ſupport 
herſelf, ſhe took the opportunity of Lady 
Edwin's family inquiries to retire to her 
chamber, where a flood of tears relieved her 
Welling heart: — Ah, cried ſhe ! bitterly 
weeping, it was not to Mr. Manſel only, 
I diſcovered the imprudent, the preſump- 
tuous thoughts, my own folly too, too 
much encouraged ; Herbert has perceived 
it, and deſpiſes me; he ſees the forward 
girl is not to be truſted with the appear- 


ance of friendſhip ; his looks, his manner, 


ſpoke a eee I could not otherwiſe 


have excited. 


But perhaps, continged the afflicted 


girl, the change in my ſituation has had 


this effect; and could Herbert, could he 


her 
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her of her dependence on his family; was 
that the expanſion of his heart, the noble 
diſpoſition for which ſhe had ſo admired 
him: cruel Herbert, unhappy Anna ; ſhe 


had created an idol in her own imagination, 
of manly beauty and goodneſs, her every 


thought had learnt to worſhip; he had bar- 
barouſly torn away its amiable viſage, and 
ſubſtituted in its place the moſt frightful 
deformity ; but ſhe would think of him no 
more, or if ſhe did, it ſhould be with the 
contempt ſuch caprice deſerved; ſhe would 
ſhew him, that true pride of conſcious 
worth, and integrity, was of no family, that 
it might exiſt, undignified by blood, un- 
adorned by the gifts of fortune: ſuppoſe 
he had ſuſpected her imprudent affection, 
ſurely it could be no difficult matter to 
change that affection into ſcorn for one 
who could inſult a woman; for ſuch a 
change of behaviour, without the leaſt 
cauſe on her ſide, amounted, in her pre- 


ſent imagination, to an inſult. 
The value of Lady Cecilia's kindneſs to 
. her now leſſened ; ſhe condemned herſelf 
; for 
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for not taking Daltorꝰs advice and fixing 
on a trade, hereby ſhe might ſubſiſt, with 
ſome little claim to independence: ſhe had 


loſt all conſequence with herſelf from the 


moment ſhe ſuppoſed ſhe was of none to 
Herbert; her heart fickened at the proſpect 
before her; ſhe had written to Miſs Edwin, 
in her former ſtile, but had received no 
anſwer, the ſweet intercourſe, and the 
tmion of minds, that were to laſt their 
lives, were already evaporated, and had 
no more place in that lady's thoughts 


khan if they never had exiſted there. 


- From the fentimental noveliſt of ſeven- 


teen Mis Edwin was transformed into the 


gay coquette of twenty ; the hero of her 


firſt romance only maintained his ground 


in the variety of her ideas ; Charles 
Herbert was amiable, when over-run 
with notions of love; ſhe was ignorant 
of almoft every thing elſe; and now that 
her fortune was a bait to every coxcomb 


the became acquainted with, and her paſ- 


fion for admiration gave encouragement 
to every fool to addreſs her, ſtill her couſin 
1 ME oy” = 
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g vas beyond compare preferable to any ſhe 
h ſaw, and · her pride was not a little hurt ta 
qd find his attachment to her by no means 
1 what ſhe had flattered herſelf. 174215 
50 Miſs Turbville, her now boſom Friend, | 
vas the counter part of Cecilia; they were 
n, I educated together, and the formation of 
\o their minds left to women who {intereſted 
ge only by the price they received, and igno- 
ir rant of the real accompliſhments that ren- 
d der a young woman of faſnion valuable, 
ts eo her on connections in particular, and 

| ſociety in general) were gratified in mak - 
n. ing them acquainted with the ſuperficial 
| knowledge, they themſelves poſſeſſed. 
Born to ſplendid fortunes, and never 
a contradicted in their lives, it is little to be 
vondered their tempers were unamiable 
as their manners; they both ſet out de- 
| termined to be the heroines of ſentimental 
| paſſions 3 but fine cloaths, fine company, 
and fine jewels, with the very fine ſpeeches 
of a few as fine beaus, totally overthrew 
the firſt ſoft ſyſtem, and introduced an in- 
| ardinate love of dreſs, pleaſure and ad- 
| miration ; 
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miration; ſenſibility was Damlted, and 
= finer feelings were no more. 
So that there was no en to be 
ard from the memory of Miſs Ed- 
| yours friendſhip. 

Mrs. Herbert wanted W and 
N the amiable Patty, power to be of 
ſervice to her; Dalton had plainly hinted 
| ſhe muſt not think of living there, Lady 
Edwin's protection was therefore her only 
reſource, and there ſhe muſt conſtantly 
ſee the man of all others ſhe wiſhed to 
avoid ; the advance of ſpring promiſed 
no alteration, as there was yet no talk 1 
going to Dennis Place. 

Lady Edwin at this moment ſent for 
| her to inform her of two things; one, 
highly agreeable to her, was, that Mr. 
Herber, this lady, and daughter, were ar- 
_ rived at their lodgings in Bond- ſtreet, 
whither ſhe deſired her to go and welcome 
them; and the other thatCecilia, and Mr. 
Stanley? s family, would be in town the 
ollowing week. 
5 Anna 
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Anna eagerly flew to execute the com- 
mands of her patroneſs; Patty wept with 
joy, and Mrs. Herbert expreſſed as much 
pleaſure as the gloom on her countenance 
would permit; they had not yet ſeen 
Charles, who came from Oxford to join 
them; they returned with her to Grof- 
venor-ſquare, and ſtaid the evening. _ 

Mr. Stanley, guardian to Miſs Turb- 
ville, a moſt worthy character, was rejoiced 
at the approach of the time that was to 
free him from the care of a flighty girl, 
whoſe large fortune rendered her fo tempt- 
ing an object; and therefore, ſince the 
mountain would not go to Mahomet, 


Mahomet he ſaid, muſt go to the moun- 
| tain; in a word, he removed with his fa- 


mily to a avs ane pt houſe 1n Bur- 


lington-Street. 


It ſignified nothing now to be Gick ; al 


evaſions were at an end; Edwin's honour 


had been given to his father, to marry, 


when he ſo nobly provided for Mrs. Mit- 


ford: no excuſe would be admitted by his 
| parents, and his ideas were fo full of the 


Vor. II. F charms 
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charms of independence, that when he 
could get the lovely Anna out of his head, 


he was rather deſirous of being what he 


called ſettled. 

But that was neither often nor of long 
duration, Anna returned with double force 
and with irreſiſtible power, baniſhing every 


agreeable conſequence of his marriage with 


another ; he knelt, ſwore, and vowed in 
vain; ſhe urged him to obedience to his pa- 
rents; to remember his family, fortune, and 
connections; and at length, declared her 
affections were engaged — Diſtracted at 
this idea, he refolved toforce a compliance 
from her; he now found it in vain to 
court; diſappointed pride and vanity ſti- 
mulated a paſſion that wanted no goad. 
In the time of his ſeparation from Her- 
bert, diſſipation and vicious company had 
not done more towards corrupting his 
mind, than good ſenſe and moral com- 
panions had done to improve Herbert 
the former felt he reſpected his couſin 
more, but loved him leſs for his ſuperi- 
ority: notwithſtanding his rational and 
Polite 
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polite-behaviour on all occaſions, he had 
found him rather ſhy of the confidence he 
was dipoſed to place in him reſpeRing his 
deſigns on Anna; and when he perceived 
he had impoſed on himſelf, in his con- 
cluſions of her partiality, he was pre- 
vented both by that and his own pride 
from revealing to him his e 
or future intentions. 

Herbert on his part, now in the con- | 
ſtant company of our heroine, found reaſon 
and reflection too weak to guard him from 
her faſcinating charms ; yet, piqued at 
his firſt behaviour, her whole deportment 
towards him was ſo reſerved, ſo cool, 
and ſo diſtant, that he doubted not Edwin 
was a favoured lover; he regretted a 
thouſand times he had not tried to make 
an intereſt in her heart at Llandore — he 
recollected a variety of circumſtances 
which might have convinced him ſhe diſ- 
liked Wilkinſon, but it was now too late 
to avail himſelf of thoſe obſervations; 
for, beſides that it would be diſnonourable 
to his couſin, his own delicacy could 

| „ not 
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not bear to think of being frond to fuck 
a libertine, even in the heart of Anna; 
yet he wiſhed, fervently wiſhed, ſhe might 
eſcape the meditated ruin. 
Thoſe conflicts in his mind ſo affected 
him, that it injured his health, and air 
was ordered: Mrs. Herbert would gladly 
have accompanied her doting piece, but 
Lady Edwin wiſhed her to ſtay in town, 
and adviſed lodgings near, from wher.ce 
he might ride occaſionally, or they viſit 
him; but he choſe to return to Oxford, 
as ſoot (after he had paid his reſpeQs to 
Miſs Edwin and the intended bride) as he 
cod. 5 e 
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ZE M. R. Staley $ faritty Wines in town 
che beginning of May; Mr. Edwin found 4 
bis intended bride juſt the reverſe of 
what his heart approved in Anna; the 

Z | was, indeed, tolerably handſome, but 

= vain, conceired, proud, and witty ; had 

much ſmall talk, loud laugh, and large 

white teeth, her cheeks, as ſhe was very | 
fair, thewed the rouge at the firſt glance, 

and her auburn brows were robbed of 

their beauty by a black pencil; her hair 
plaiſtered with pomatum and brown pow- 

der, formed a ſtrong contraft to the clean 

cheſnut lacks of Anna ; in ſhort, if inſtead 

of captivating, ſhe had laid a regular 

plan to diſguſt, ſhe would certainly have 
ſucceeded. 


7 ” 
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But Mr. Edwin was too much a man 
of the world to ſuffer his ſentiments to 
eſcape him inadvertently; it was his buſi- 
neſs to fall in love; and as very few men 
exceeded him in natural or acquired un- 
derſtanding, to which was added a grace- 
ful, handſome perſon, he was ſo fortunate 
as to render himſelf as pleaſing to the lady 
as he affected to be with her. 
Cecilia was in the mean time playing off 
all her airs and graces, at her inanimate 
couſin, and vexed to death her pains were 
attended with ſo little ſucceſs ; her anger 
increaſed by obſervations not leſs galling 
to. her pride than alarming to her 9255 
louſy.. 
Charles (pre-determined to be a cloſe 
obſerver of Anna at the firſt interview of 
.the intended bride and bridegroom) had 
no eyes or ears for any one elſe ; he 
ſaw with extreme ſatisfaction the placid 
ſerenity of her countenance kept its un- 
.ruffled, peaceful appearance; looks of cu- 
| rioſity were the only ones ſhe directed to- 
wards them; her face was the faithful in- 
dex 
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dex of her mind, in her fine clear ſkin 


every intereſting change in her thoughts 
& might be read, and the loveheſt pair of 

eyes in the univerſe had not yet learnt any 
leſſons but thoſe of nature. 

Cecilia ſaw and felt her ſuperiority; felt 
it, accompanied with ſcorn and envy — 
What whim could poſſibly induce Lady 
Ed win to keep ſuch a thing about her! 

She had been accuſtomed to watch the 
eyes of the men; it was not long before 
the ſtolen glances of her brother made 
another diſcovery, which ſhe was reſolved 
ſhould be turned to uſe. | 

When they returned to Groſvenor- 
ſquare, Miſs Edwin went with them, 
having ſent her woman and baggage be- 
fore; ſhe pleaded a head-ach as an excuſe 
for directly retiring, leaving Lady Edwin 
E ſurpriſed, and Anna piqued, at the cool- 
= neſs of her behaviour; however, as neither 
E thought it neceſſary to ſpeak their ſenti- 
ments to each other, no obſervation was 
made. 


. Next 
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Mordant attended Lady Edwin's break. 
faſt-table, which was at too early an hour 


for Cecilia; Charles came to take leave 8 


of the family, and Mordant once more to 
preſs his ſuit with Anna; his intimacy in 


the Edwin family gave him but too many 


opportunities of witneſſing the unex. 
ceptionable mind, as well as re per- 


Ion of our heroine. 


He brought from the gentleman who 
had the charge of him from his father a 
carte Blanch; the time of his ftay in Eng- 


land was very near elapſed, and he for the : 


Jaft time, came to try his fate with the 
woman he loved. His intereſt was warmly 
eſpouſed by Sir William and Lady Ed- 
win; and finding Herbert was ſo nearly 
related to the family, he intreated his in- 
fluence alſo. Anna had before ſaid all 
that a determined mind could fay, and the 
preſence of Herbert was very unlikely to 
give a turn to her ſentiments. 

The reluctance with which Mordant re- 
ſigned his laſt hope, engaged him till two 
o'clock; 
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oO o'clock, when, dreſſed with the utmoſt at- 


ia ſwam Cecilia, bruſhing her eyes over 
Anna, who reſpectfully roſe at her entrance, 


a mixture of haughtineſs and contempt in 
ber looks. Merdant directly applied te 
her far her intereſt witk her lovely friend 


meant - ho could he mean but the charm- 
ing Miſs Manſel—ſhe had no influence. 
5 Anna begged he would ſpare her as well 
as the company; ſhe aſſured him of her 


E with her own notions of integrity, accept; 
her reſolutions were unalterable. Be- 
„ lieve, me, Sir,“ continued ſhe, with an 


; modef earneſtneſs in her countenance, 
0 if could have returned the affections 
0 of ſo worthy a man, it would have been 
my pride to do it generouſly; you are 
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© bowed to the company, and fat down with 


* fo deſerving, Mr. Mordant, I am ſure 


ff tention, in an elegant morning diſbabille, 


— 


grateful remembrance of the honour he did 
her, which ſhe acknowledged ſhe thought 
her misfortune ſhe could not, canſiſtent 


E amiable frankneſs in her manner, and a 
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c you will meet a heart more valuable 
e than mine, that will require no inter- 


his leave. Miſs Edwin ſhrugged her 


not do, ſhe wondered what would! 
Mr. Herbert now roſe to be gone; it 


Mr. Edwin's apartment. 


cried Edwin the moment he entered. 
« I think her a fine woman, and hope 
(ac. Fa will be happy. 


not dt "ont that,” 
£1 „ « But 


ce fering friends to do juſtice to your me. i 
dec ritz God preſerve you, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, 
: making him a graceful courteſey, and 
immediately left the room. Mordant 
then with a tender regret which affected 
both Sir William and Lady Edwin, took 


ſhoulders —if a capital merchant would 


was in vain Miſs Edwin entreated his ſtay 
a fewdays—ſhe wanted a beau could not 
poſſibly do without him — nay, he ſhould 
ſtay. He declined all his invitations, MW 
took his leave, and went from thence to 


« Well, Charles, and what oy you to. 
-: if my divinity ? How do you like her 1 1 


Till death do us part, Charles,——do | 


— 
4 4 


te 
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« But what,” ſaid Herbert, * do you 


| = think of her yourſelf ? for that's the 
1 grand queſtion,” 


elndeed, is it! But as it is a queſtion 
2 « which, if anſwered ſincerely, will pro- 
= < duce a develiſh rude one, it had better 
„ not be aſked. But come, Charles, as 
« you ſay ſhe is a fine woman, and all 
ce that, if you will take her off my hands, 
te you will oblige me very much.” 
Charles expreſſing no great gout to the 
J offered kindneſs, Edwin inveighed with 
great bitterneſs againſt the folly and inſi- 
pidity of both Miſs Turbville and his 
8 ſiſter; ſwearing, that if it were not for 
one ſweet hope, he would ſet off and 
leave them to commit matrimony with 
any one but himſelf. 

: « Ah! what a difference, ſaid he, * 
( tween them and the angelic Manſel. 
Did you obſerve her abſolute lovelineſs, 
how, robed in her excellence, ſhe loox- 
14 ed an emblem of ſweetneſs, innocence, 
and beauty? Upon my ſoul as 1 fat 
WV. (ſtunned with the tittering nonſenſe of 
F 6 mr 


ö AN N A. 


my intended wife) at the other end of 


«the room, when her coral lips opened to 
" deliver, with grace and eaſe, the fenti- 
ments of wiſdom and propriety, the 
© perfume of her breath ſeemed, to my 
1 adoring imagination, from that diftance 
* to reach my foul. But rome, Herbert, 
«-you" ſet off to-morrow ; we will dine 
* ata tavern to-day ; where we will toaſt 
« the angel in half pints, until nothing 
* of love but the pleaſure fall have 
ce power w-amtord us.!“ 

« Well,” anſwered Herbert with” a 
ce faint ſmile, «© you talk it bravely.; but 
«c you forget Mifs Turbville is to dine 
« here.” 1 ö leave her looking: glaſſes 
ce enou, and PI} ſwear you debauched 
« me,” replied Edwin, e fo allons"' tak- 
C ing hold of his arm. 

We left Miſs Edwin with her father and 
mother; the former, as I have faid, was 
dotingly fond of both bis children: Lady 
Edwin's love for her daughter was greatly 
leſſened by her behaviour, which was neg- 


lectfol and often rude, She ny began 


£0 
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to wonder how her mother could think of 
taking ſuch a girl as Anna about her; fhe 
was ſure preat inconvenience would ariſe 
from ſuch a ridieulous piece of charity. 
LadyEdwin-was aſtoniſhed at the little ce- 
remony her daughter uſed in ſpeaking to 


to her on concerns, immediately left the 
room. 


Cecilia, whoſe fertings; ſuch as they 
were, had been too much for her to bear, 


before Herbert's departure, now cried out 
of mere ſpite. Her father tenderly in- 
quiring into the cauſe of her affliction, was 
told ſhe deteſted Anna; who was a proud, 


inſolent creature, and who had the aſſur- 


ance, ſhe was certain, to aim at enſnar- 
mg her brother. 


Partial andindulgent as was sir William 
co his children, he could not give way to ſo 


uncharitable an inſinuation, but took the 
abſent unoffending Anna's part with ſo 
much warmth, that his daughter flung 


from him into her -own room, where, 


throwing herſelf on a ſopha, ſhe began to 


vent 


her, and peremptorily bidding her attend 


A 
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vent her anger on her woman, who, ſhe 
declared, had purpoſely disfigured her 


head that morning, becauſe ſhe knew it 
was her deſire to look tolerable. 
The woman, in broken Engliſh, at- 


tempted to vindicate herſelf, and not 


without ſome paſſion, which irritated her 


miſtreſs to that. degree, that ſhe actually 


ſcolded ; and her voice ſounding all over 
the houſe, Anna ran-towards her apart- 
ment, as did Mr, Edwin and Charles. 

They found Cecilia, her eyes ſwollen 


with crying, her face diſtorted with anger, 


and her lips white-and quivering in a per- 
fe& frenzy, and her woman, a foreigner, 
talking faſt in her turn. Edwin burſt 
into laughter at this ſcene, which he told 


his ſiſter wanted but a Hogarth to render 


it immortal ; he ſneeringly aſked her if ſhe 
entertained often in this way! and imme- 


ately turned on his heel. But Herbert 


and Anna, actuated both by the ſame ſpirit 


of kindneſs, attempted to ſooth the fair 


vixen; their endeavours were not ſucceſs- 


ful; ſhe rudely bid them leave her apart- 


ment, 
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ment. The truth is, Anna was ſo much 
alarmed at what ſhe heard and ſaw, and 


Herbert ſo ſtruck at this unexpected ren- 


contre with her, and ſo intereſted at the 
diſquietude in which he ſaw her, that, 
unmindful of Cecilia, his firſt efforts were 


to calm her fears; and the ſight of him 


in an attitude of the tendereſt ſolicitude, 
imploring her not to be alarmed, one 
arm round her waiſt, the other ſpread on 
his heart, while he hung over her ena- 
moured, was not calculated to calm the 


raging tempeſt 1 in Miſs Edwin's dreſſing 


room. 


When at her repeated Sama they 
left her, ſne was on the point of diſ- 


charging her woman; but her peace was 


made, and ſhe reſtored to favour by a 


diſcovery : as new as eee 
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= S anger had esd on the: part 
of her woman quite unprovoked; it was 
not diffic ult for | her to ſee ſne wW as the vic- 
tim of her lady's reſent ment to another; 
her not thinking ſhe looked well, was a* 


ſure ſign ſhe wiſhed ſo to do; indeed this 
woman, whoſe cunning was ſeldom to be in 
exceeded, well knew Mr. Herbert had a ch 
powerful advocate in the breaſt of Ceci- | at 
lia, and an indifferent ſpectator might as W. 
eaſily diſcern that ſaw him with Anna off ut 
his guard, where all his wiſhes lay. bl 
This, therefore, was Miſs Edwin's rival; Tr 
ſhe was more, ſhe was the identical Anna, tf 
who ſome years back had rival'd Madame ne 
Frajan, (for it was that very lady) in the e 
affections of Colonel Gorget, the all accom-' ot 


. 
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| pliſhed ; and who, as foe had injured, it 
| was impoſſible ſhe could forgive; belides 
the gallant Colonel, though now a Baron, 
a man of title, was no changeling. She 
had at different times paid her reſpects to 
bim, and as often received the compli- 
ment of one pound one, but never with- 
cout regretting the loſs of his little flame. 
| Two objects, therefore, immediately of- 
fered themſelves to her view,—intereſt 

and revenge; what French fille de cham- 
tre could reſiſt either ? | 
| Lord Sutton, but perhaps my reader 
may here accuſe me of inconſiſtency, hav- 
ing once introduced that gentleman as a 
character univerſally deſpiſed, we ſhould 
at our re-acquaintance find him graced 
| with the favour of a virtuous Prince. But 
unheard of as it may ſeem for ſo deſpica- 
ble a charaQter to be made a Lord, I en- 
treat my readers to give me credit for the 
truth of his being ſo. In truth the Colo- 
nel was very rich; ſome trifling occur- 
| rences in his paſt life, under the ſignature 
| of Gorget, were not ſo pleaſing to recollect 
| in 
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in their conſequences ; the name was fa- he 
mous, it was rather too well known :—he, to 
therefore, ſome how or other by dint of th. 
his intereſt with Lady Waldron, got Baron 
Sutton added to his conſequence, whereby pa 
in public matters Gorget was forgotten. he 
It was this very perſonage whoſe ad-M rei 
dreſſes were rejected by Lady Edwin for uh 
her daughter, on account of his father be 
obſcure original, and who found in her gi 
fortune and connect ions ſtill ſuch attracti. pe: 
ons, that he had gotten Madame Frazan giv 
into the family to forward once more hi wit 
applications, which, if rejected, he intend-WM hox 
ed to try his influence with the lady for 2M ma 
trip to Scotland; yet, though ſhe waſW-Th 
young enough to be his daughter, it did of 
not follow her perſon was, as he pretend -·¶ ſtar 
ed, his ultimate object; Madame Frajau —t 
knew to the contrary, and if ſhe had not. 


been ſo certain of that, the improved per- this 
ſon and graces of Anna would have de ·¶ ſo v 
cided her opinion. She had ſome other Edi 
reaſons, which will appear in the courſe and 
of this hiſtory, to > hate the ſight of ouff rep: 
heroine; 
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heroine! ſhe, therefore, ſuffered Cecilia 
to vent her rage, till again tears ſupplied 


the want of revenge. 
It was then the ſly Frajan intreated her 


{ pardon for having unwillingly offended 


her, proteſted her unbounded regard and 
reſpect, for ſo ſweet, ſo amiable a lady, 
which ſhe flattered herſelf ſhe ſhould yet 


be able to prove, and begged her for- 


giveneſs for a queſtion that might ap- 
pear impertinent, but which ſhe ſhould 


| give ſufficient reaſon for aſking; and 
| with great humility begged to know 


how long ſhe had known the young wo- 


man Mr. Herbert ſeemed_ſo fond of ? 
The queſtion was an irritation to the rage 
of her ſoul—<© Name her not,” ſaid ſhe, 
ſtamping, one houſe ſhall not hold us:“ 


—this was the cue her woman wanted. 
Nor need it, Madam, anſwered ſhe : is 


this then the Miſs Manſel Lady Edwin is 
| ſo wrapt up in? an impoſtor, athief!—Mifs 
| Edwin was all attention, her rage ſubſided, 


and the woman reſtored to her favour, by 
repeating to her the hiſtory of our heroine; 
| ſo 
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fo mixed with facts, it was difficult to fe. 
parate the true from the falſe : what the 
reſolutions formed on this occaſion were, 


will be ſeen in their conſequences. | He 
It happened that Lady Edwin was that 
evening to have a grand rout, and Anna, 
who was now perfectly acquainted with a MW fan 
polite aflerably, uſually did the honour be 
of it; receiving the company in Lady ed 
Edwin's place, who was much better nat 
Pleaſed to fit to cards, when Mrs. and gre 
Miſs Herbert were of thaſe parties. Patty, tha 
whoſe dove to her friend, equalled her MW un; 
deſerts, generally kept pretty cloſe to her. kin 
_ —Henbert dining with Edwin, and Mr. ind 
Stanley being engaged to be with Sir thi 
William on family buſineſs, gave Cecilia er 
a pretence for requeſting to be indulged I the 
with the company of Miſs Turbville, he: 
and dinner in her own apartment. | be] 
Mrs. Herbert dropping in, in the morn- | ſh 
ing, begged Anna might go home with co 
her, which Lady Cecilia the more rea- the 
dily agreed to, as they were to enter on 1h 
matters relative to the ſettlement, and Ct 


it 
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it was not neceſſary an unintereſted: per- 
ſon ſhould. be preſent. 


As ſoon as they got to en Mrs. 


: Herbert, whoſe aching heart always ſat on 
her brow, left Anna and her daughter to 
| themſelves: the intended wedding in the 
family, and the finery and ſhew it would 
be attended with for ſome time, engroſſ- 
ed their converſation ; Charles and Cecilia 
naturally ſucceeded : Patty - obſerved the 
great alteration in her couſin, and added, 
that ſhe feared Charles would prove an 

ungrateful ſwain, for ſhe was ſure that 
kind of woman was not the one for him ; 
indeed, continued ſhe, I have reaſon to 
think he is ſtrongly attached, but where, 
7 or to whom, I cannot tell; and if thar 
| ſhould be the caſe, Mama will break her 
heart, as both families depend on its 
being a match; Lady Cecilia is fo good, 
| ſhe waves all thoughts of fortune, in 
| conſideration of the family intereſt ; and 
| though my couſin has taken ſuch a foo]- 
| 11h turn, you. know ſhe always loved 
Charles, and he her I thought, ſaid 


Anna, 


M 
Anna, he had been her declared admirer 
ever fince I have known them. 6 
Why, as to that, anſwered Patty, 1 be- 
lieve my couſin was rather too ſanguine 
in her ideas of his love ; however, I hope 
in God it will be brought about, for Papa 
goes on at ſuch a rate, we had need have 
nobody elſe to vex us. What reaſon 
have you to doubt it, my dear? why 
ſhould you ſuſpect he has an attachment? 
While Anna aſked this of her friend, 
the ſituation of her mind may be gueſſed: 
Fll ſhew you, ſaid Patty, drawing a laylac 
breaſt-bow from her work-ſtand ; I found 
this on his bed this morning; when he 
was gone out, Mama and I went into his 
room to look over ſome of his things, [ 
caught it up: he returned very ſoon in a 
violent buſtle; did not aſk me for it you 
may be ſure, but his man told Betty he 
wore it tied to a ſtring round his neck, 
and had done ſo a long while; and, —1ook- 
ing in her friend's face at this period, ſhe 
ſaw her pale and agitated ; the alarm this 
gave, put the bow out of her head. 
Anna 


re 
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Anna was indeed ill; all that Miſs Her- 


bert ſaid had affected her.-Poor Mrs. 


| Herbert, deſtitute of any other conſolati- 
on, robbed of all comfort but what cen- 
E tered in her ſon, and his eſtabliſhment, 


how could her ſelfiſh heart give way to 


| wiſhes that would countera& the only 
hope of ſo good a woman; even Patty 


hoped in God it would be brought about, 


| How could ſhe (was there no other ob- 


jection) bring herſelf to give pain to the 
gentle, the endearing Patty ?—but when 


| the bow was produced in evidence of her 
| ſuſpicion, ſhe could no longer repreſs or 


conceal her emotions; it was with diffi- 


| culty ſhe concealed her feelings; and, 
| unable to continue ſo intereſting a con- 
| verſation, begged to go home: with 


great reluctance ſhe was ſuffered to leave 
them ; and Patty engaged, if her indiſpo- 
ſition continued, to ſpend the evening in 


her apartment; if ſhe was better they were 
to meet in Lady Edwin's drawing room. 


Without acquainting any body of her 


return, Anna flew to her room the mo- 


ment 


1 
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ment ſhe got to Groſvenor-ſquare, and 
having locked the door, as if her thought 
could be ſeen, whiſpered to her fond, 
throbbing heart; —if Charles Herbert 
Toved the owner of that bow, then was 
Anna Manſel the happy object of his at. 
tachment! 6 

It was hers dropped, as I have related, 
the week before ſhe left Llandore. Plea- 
ſure filled her boſom, and joy throbbed in 
her heart; ſhe was now ſure Charles 
loved her; in that idea a'l thoughts of 


forrow were baniſhed: and, I muſt OWN, 3 


to the diſcredit of our heroine, not one of 
thoſe very fine arguments ſhe had made 
uſe of to Edwin, and which might with 
equal, if not greater propriety, have been 
urged to Herbert, preſented themſelve: 
to her recollection, ſave the effect on his 
mother's peace. 

Hier bow tied round Charles's neck 


vas proof againſt all the efforts of reaſon ; 
or prudence ; and ſhe indulged, for the 
firſt time, a certainty of being dear to 


him: but whence that coolneſs on his 


.coming to London No matter —iff 
really 


tho 
8 te 
per 
the. 
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really cold to her, the ribband would 
not that very morning have been of ſuch 
importance. | 
Thus, happily reſtored to confidence 
in itſelf, ſhe beſtowed more than ordi- 
nary pains in adorning her perſon ; for 
though Herbert had taken leave, as the 
two young men were to dine together, 
perhaps, in the courſe of the evening, 
E they might drop into the aſſembly. 
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Epe Edwin knew not of Anna's re- 
turn, till, lovely indeed, ſhe attended in 


9 her dreſſing-room, previous to going 8 
ll down to receive the company. , 
«You are ſo charming to- night, Anna,” b 

ſaid Lady Edwin, © I deſpair of prevail- & 

ing on my daughter or Miſs Turbville to ” 

treat you with common good manners, Nt 

but let not that diſturb you, the wedding © 

will ſoon take place, and Miſs Edwin 

will go for a time with her new ſiſter; I 

give you my word, the envy of little It 

minds will never hurt you with me.” K 

| Anna, gratefully thanked Lady Edwin h 
1 for ſo kind an aſſurance, and regretted her * 
Wl loſs of the young Ladies“ eſteem; ſaid ſhe tl 
U NN b 


: 
1" 
* 

Witt / 


ought to have that effect. 

«Look, child, in the olaſs,” anſwered by 
patroneſs, you will ſee a very good rea- 
ſon, one that will find its way intothe boſom 
of every young lady on my liſt to-night.” 
On theſe happy terms, who could fore- 
ſee that this was the laſt night ſhe ſhould 
| ſpend under the roof of ſo partial a friend? 
They entered the drawing-room in the 

greateſt harmony : Miſs Edwin's return 
to town brought many young people of 
„both ſexes of the firſt faſhion to the aſ- 


_ WW fembly ; the great Welch fortune was an 
5 inducement to the one, and the elegant 
ſtyle they lived in entitled them to the 
: acquaintance of the other. 

in | The beautiful miſtreſs of the ceremo- 


dies attracted every eye; a plain white 
luſtring with black flowers, fancied in 
the moſt ſimple and elegant taſte, ſet off 
her fine completion, and her tout enſemble, 


the compliments paid at the ſhrine of 
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could not charge herſelf with an att chat 


| was, indeed, ſtriking; innumerable were 


: beauty by the few on whom it had power, 
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while the two fair friends in the circle 
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they ſat, were exhibiting their witty ta- 
lents at the expence of an innocent wo- 
man, whoſe heart was warm in every 
good wiſh towards them. _ 

As ſhe flattered herſelf, ſo it happen- 


ed; Edwin and Charles came in about 


ten; the indiſpoſition of Anna, (which 
they heard in Bond- ſtreet) occaſioned 


their going into Lady Edwin's drawing- 


room. 

| Edwin rallied her on her pallid looks, 
and begged, for God's ſake, ſhe would be 
ill again. Anna told him, ſmiling, there 
were eyes in the room that would not for- 


give him if his were diverted from their 


proper object, directing him, by a glance, 
from her fine eyes to Miſs Turbville's 
party; but, reader, gueſs, if it is poſſi- 
ble, her aſtoniſhment, when ſhe ſaw, 


playing with Miſs Edwin's fan, moſt ſu- 


perbly dreſſed, her old friend Gorget, 
now Lord Sutton. 
Had a gorgon faced hes” . effect 


could not t have been ſtronger: her colour 
changed 
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changed, and her tremour was ſo viſible, 
| that Herbert, who was near her, obſerved 
it, and begged ſhe would ſuffer him to 
atrend her into the other room for air. 
| Scarce knowing what ſhe did, ſhe com- 
| plied, and he had the happineſs of ſup- 
porting in his arms, ſome moments after 
| ſhe got out, the woman he adored. 


In this fond moment, unguarded by 
caution or prudence, he beſought her to 


| lean on him; her hands were, alternately, 
| preſſed to his boſom, and he addreſſed 


her by the tendereſt appellations :—this 


| behaviour alarmed and diſpleaſed her; 


and having drank a glaſs of water, they 


both attempted to recollect their ſcat. 
| tered thoughts. Herbert, however, had 
| gone too far to recede; he therefore in- 
treated her pardon for a diſcovery her ſitu- 
ation had wrung from him, and elo- 
| quently pleaded the force of a paſſion he 
neither expected nor wiſhed to conquer, 
though he knew it was hopeleſs. 


Anna, who could interpret this to no- 
Sing but her dependent ſituation, an- 
G 3 ſwered 
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ſwered haughtily, he was perfectly right, 


ON account of her indiſpoſition, Anna 
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leſs night, an unaccountable dread ſeized 


— — 
— c —— 


and immediately left kim. More wretched 
and more confirmed in her love for Ed. 
win than ever, he returned to the com. 
pany pale and dejected; and only ſtaid 
to make a paſſing bow to Lady an 
and the young ladies. Th 


hos * 


CHAP. XXXVIIL 


Diſgrace. | 
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ſent an excuſe to her patroneſs, who re- 
turned a friendly injunction on her to be 
careful of herſelf: ſhe paſſed a very reſt- 


rer 


her ſpirits, though innocent of a thought 
of offending any human being; ſhe feared 
the knew not what.— 1 uſt as ſhe was Jeav- 
ing 
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ing her chamber, a packet was given 


her, directed to Mrs. Herbert, by Lady 
Edwin's woman, with orders to deliver 


it immediately. 


This command was as extraordinary as 
it was new; nevertheleſs as it was her part 


to obey, ſhe walked to Bond- ſtreet. Mrs- 


Herbert was not up, and Patty was gone, 
on a ſudden whim, to Richmond, with 


Charles, who made it in his way to call 
on a widow ſiſter of his father to dinner; 
| the ſent up the packet with deſire to 


know :f there were any anſwer? After 
waiting an hour, Mrs, Herbert came 


down; but inſtead of the cordial, warm, 
| reception, ſhe had been uſed to from that 
| lady, a courteſy hardly nn Was 
all —ſhe ſat down. 


Poor Anna could not ſpeak at rſt; bo 


when ſhe could articulate, begged, for 
{ God's ſake, to know the meaning of ſuch 
{ a dreadful ſolemnity; Mrs. Herbert pul- 
led out the packet, and, opening it, 
looked at her very earneſtly, and demanded 
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how long the had aſſumed the name of 
Manſel? | 

Nothing had ſtruck 4 at the firſt 
appearance of Mrs. Herbert, but that ſhe 
had difcovered her attachment to Charles; 
her countenance, therefore, brightened up 
at this queſtion, conſcious of having no. 
thing to bluſh at in the change of her 
name, ſhe immediately told her. 
Did you wait on Mrs, Melmoth ?” 

«As to waiting on her,“ Anna ſaid, 
e ſhe ſhould have been proud to render 
« her any ſervice in her power; but ſhe 
«© had not been a ſervant to her.” 

„ You left her in diſgrace, child, I 
4c think ?““ 8 am to this, moment, ig- 
« norant what my offence was.” 

« There,“ ſaid Mrs. Herbert, with a 
ſolemn ſteady voice, is half a year's 
c ' penſion from Lady Edwin. Mrs. Man- 
« ſel did ill in introducing you to our 
« family; 1 am ſorry Jever knew you; 
© J am, at this inſtant, concerned more 
ce than I wiſh for you; have you any 
ce friends in London?“ 5 
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Lady Cecilia herſelf had not more laud- 
| able pride than Anna. Perfe&ly innocent 
of any one action that could prejudice 
thoſe ladies ſo much againſt her, and hurt 
as well at the matter as the manner of her 
| diſcharge, ſhe retreated from the offered 
money, and to the queſtion of, © had ſhe 
K any friends?“ anſwered, ** It is not, 


madam, for an orphan, who has no 


connections, natural or acquired, to 
boaſt of her friends; few in a more ele- 
vated ſtation abound with them; it is 


enough that you, madam, muſt be cer- 
1 


tain I have enemies you perhaps know, 
though | do not, to what length theſe 


have carried their unprovoked malice. 
If 1 have deſerved to be diſcarded in 


this manner, I have no claim to the 
money you offer. When | am told of 
what I am accuſed, I will try to acquit 
myſelf; till then, I have only to pray 
for yours and the family's happineſs.” 


| This ſaid, with an air of injured pride 
and innocence, ſhe was going, but recol- 


lectipg herſelf, © aſked if ſhe was to re- 
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ct denen ene gegp 15007 Phila 
«© ſhe was to get her things ?” 
They will be ſent where you direct, } 
anſwered Mrs. Herbert, 
On which ſhe ſet down with her pencil, 
as the only place ſne could recollect, the 
inn where the Brecknock ſtage put up, 
on her arrival in town. And leaving the 
houſe, called a hackney coach, threw her- 
ſelf into it, and bid the man drive to 
Whitechapel, where the ſtage from Dal- 
ton's village ſtopped; being juſt in time, 
ſhe immediately proceeded to Layton. 
The whole tranſaction had been ſo ſud- 
den, and ſo unexpected, that ſhe could 
ſcarce credit her ſenſes, or believe ſhe was 
now on the road to Layton. One com- 
fort, indeed, offered itſelf—ſhe had not 
left Charles Herbert behind. On recol- 
lecting and putting together circum- 
ſtances, ſhe concluded, ſhe muſt owe to 
Colonel Gorget's ill will this new misfor- 
tune; but what could provoke him to 
this - inveterate perſecution of her ſhe 
could not imagine, except it was the 
1 5 dil. 
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diſappointment of his wicked attempts 
on her when quite a child; yet the time 
was ſo ſhort, from that ſhe had parted with 
Lady Edwin, on ſuch very cordial terms, 


| ſhe could not conceive the method he 


muſt have taken to work ſo quick a ruin; 
ſhe thought and thought again, and the 
coach ſtopped at Dalton's door before ſhe 
had pleaſed herſelf in her conjecture. 
When Dalton ſaw her and looked in 
her dejected countenance, he exclaimed, . 
« What, the bad money returned.“ 
This ſalute in her prefent ſituation and 


| ſtate of mind was too much; her tears 


moved Mrs. Dalton, who received her 
very kindly, and begged ſhe would not 


| make herſelf uneaſy; that ſhe would be 


always welcome there. Ay, ay,” ſaid 


| Dalton, © for a while, ſo the ſhall, but it 
| is time ſhe knew how to get her bread.” 
This was her own opinion; but how it 
{ was to be done, was the point. Spite of 
| herſelf, ſome latent hopes would ariſe that 
| ſhe might, one day, be united to Charles, 
| and in that caſe, would the proud Cam- 
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brians of his family ever acknowledge 2 
mantuamaker or a milliner? What, then, 
could ſnhe do? She could think of nothing 
elſe, and Dalton ſtill harping on a trade, 
Mrs. Dalton ſaid, that as Peggy was now 
out of her time, and in buſineſs for her- 
ſelf, Anna might try a little with her firſt, 
To this ſhe made no objection, when ſhe 
ſhould arrange her little matters; during 
which period, ſhe told the greedy Dalton, 
ſhe would pay for her board; this Mrs. 
Dalton poſitively refuſed. _ 

Anna ſent for her things, which were 
left, as ſhe directed; when they were de- 
livered at the door, her heart ſunk ; ſhe 
had hoped either letter or meſſage would 
have accompanied them, that would give 
ſome light into what had been her offence, 
or, perhaps, an invitation to return : two 
or three days elapſed, but no news came 
from Groſvenor-ſquare, or (what was 
worſe) from Bond- ſtreet. 
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C HA p. XXXIX. 


The Correſp — 


Tir E fourth day Anna received the 
following billets: 

ec When laſt I ſaw and pleaded the cue 
of love, awed by your frowns, and ſilenced 
by your peremptory commands, I feared 


1 muſt for ever drop the rapturous hope 
of poſſeſſing the lovelieſt of women; but 
you will now, perhaps, hear that from 


reaſon, which paſſion durſt not plead. 
Any ſettlement in my power to command 
is yours; family, friends, even country, 
ſhall be ſacrificed to the wiſhes of my 
charming Anna, whoſe name, in future, 
ſhall be that of her adorer, if ſhe chuſe 


; to aſſume it. Write to me, I beſeech 
; you; I need not put any other ſignature 
| than 
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than that of the man who moſt loves 
you: you will recolle& whom. 


BILLET THE SECOND. 
cc Madam, 


ce It was with difficulty I traced you ſo 
as to receive your addreſs: the tranſient 
view I had of you at Lady Edwin's al- 
ſembly, gave me hopes I ſhould have an 
opportunity of offering you any ſervice 
in my power, as the friendſhip I felt for 
you at Melmoth Lodge is ſtill freſh in 
my memory. 1 

I was much ſurprized, on inquiring of 
that lady, this morning, to hear you was 
diſcharged the family. I do not mean an 
impertinent inquiry into the cauſe, but I 
deſire Miſs Dalton will honour me with 
any commands that may be acceptable 
to her, in the power of, madam, 


Your moſt obedient. 
Humble Servant, 


ys fig A om A” 
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BilET THE Tun. 


e Ah! my dear Anna, what can your 
Patty ſay to comfort you under ſuch cruel 
mortification! You need not tell me you 
| are innocent ; how little do thoſe know 


you, who can think otherwiſe ; I long to 


ſee you, but am forbid by all the family; 
| poor mama bears the blame from every 


body—how he came by it I do not know, 
but my couſin has a direction which he 


ſays will find you, if it does, pray write 
to your 


P. H. 


te P. 8. You muſt direct to me under 


cover to Mr. Edwin; he is your ſtaunch 


friend and advocate.“ 


Indignation at the two firſt of theſe notes 
gave way to pleaſure at the laſt; tears of 
gratitude filled her eyes“ Sweet friend, 
dear girl,” flowed from her lips ; ſhe re- 
ſolved to anſwer it immediately, for two 
reafons ; one was, ſhe wiſhed to oblige 

| Miſs 
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Miſs Herbert; the other, me egos to 


know what ſhe could be accuſed of—yet 
how could ſhe approve of the means of 
correſponding which Patty propoſed ; as 
little as ſhe knew or ſuſpected of the ways 


of intrigue, it was plain, directing to 


Miſs Herbert, under Mr. Edwin's cover, 


would give him a pretence to viſit her, an 


honour by no means deſirable in his and 
her preſent ſituation; for did he not pro- 
feſs to love her, a profeſſion injurious to 
the peace of the lady he was about to 


marry; as well as inſulting to her own 
honour; yet how elſe to write to her 
friend, ſo as to prevent her laying under 


the diſpleaſure of the family? And if 


ſne did not write, would her ſilence not 


give Patty an impreſſion of her ingra- 


titude, it was impoſſible ſhe could de- 
ſerve; could ſhe otherwiſe find out of 
what crime ſhe had been accuſed, or by 


whom, or could ſhe by any other means 
ever know any thing of Charles? The 
laſt thought decided the point, and the 


following ſhort note was diſpatched : 


cc To 
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% To Miss HERBERr. 
May you never, my deareſt friend, by 
being in diſtreſs, experience the kind of 


joy your note gave me; yet I do not ap- 


prove of this means of thanking you Of 
what am 1 accuſed ? only tell me that 


I cannot wiſh to engage my friend in a 


correſpondence which muſt be blameable 


in her, as being forbid by her family; 


but that one favour, till better times, is 


| all I aſk of my Patty, who will forgive 
| the declining any farther uſe of Mr. Ed- 
| win's friendſhip, to her ever grateful and 
| affectionate 


1 ANNA.” 
Having written this, Anna ſet herſelf in 


earneſt about thinking of future ſubſiſt- 
| ence ; although Dalton's harſh expreſſions 
| hurt her, yet ſhe could not in juſtice diſ- 
| approve them; ſhe ſaw his large family, 
all of whom were now getting their own 
| livelihood by the laudable exertions of in- 
duſtry—Peggy, the eldeſt, lived with them- 
and contributed to their general ſupport ; 
| ſhe had a great deal of work about the vil- 


lage, 
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lage, and it being now ſummer, when moſt 
young folks, in the middle line of life, 
have what new cloaths they can afford, 


was very full of buſineſs—the aſſiſtance of 


our heroine was therefore no leſs timely 
than acceptable, and her natural taſte 
being good, ſhe very ſoon took all the 
trimming and ornamental part on herſelf; 
added to .chis, her latereſidence in the great 


world, enabled her to inſtru& Miſs Dalton 


1n the faſhions moſt in vogue, whoſe fame 
in conſequence became fo great, that the 
ladies, that is to ſay, the tradeſmen's wives, 


who, either by the ſucceſs of induſtry, or 
_ a ſpirit of prodigality, had country houſes, 
began to employ and recommend her to 


each other, ſo that buſineſs came in very 
faſt, and mm; „ grew more 
civil. 

But the latent diſeaſe of the We de- 
pends not on either ſucceſs or diſappoint- 
ment in the common occurrences of life; 
and pride had too great a ſhare in Anna's 
compoſition to render her eaſy 1 in ſuch a 


ſituation. 
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Lord Sutton's letter had excited in her 
no other emotions than thoſe of hatred and 
contempt ; ſhe was ſure his ill offices had 
a ſecond time robbed her of her protectreſs; 
and ſo rooted was her bad opinion of him, 
ſhe dreaded no evil but what ſhe imagined 
would originate with him: his letter was 
therefore toſſed into the fire with the moſt 
perfect ſcorn and indifference—and here it 
may be neceſſary to remind my reader, in 


| Miſs Edwin's chamber ſcene, which diſ- 


covered Anna to Frajan, the former was 


too much taken up to obſerve the latter; 


her attention was divided between Cecilia 
and Herbert; or, if ſhe did obſerve her 
ſhe had not the ſlighteſt recollection of her 
perſon during the few minutes ſhe was in 
the room, a circumſtance that will not ap- 
pear ſtrange, if we recolle& Frajan not 
owning herſelf married, the appellation 
merely as a French waiting woman in all 


| genteel families is Mademoiſelle only 


and Anna being always in Lady Edwin's 
apartments, it was next to impoſſible, dur- | 
ing the ſhort time ſhe continued in Groſ- 

. venor-ſquare, 
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venor-ſquare, after Miſs Edwir's return 
from | Bedfordſhire, that ſhe could have 
any perſonal knowledge of her attendant; 
ſo that ſhe could form no conjecture of 
the author of her diſgrace in the Edwin 
family that did not point at, his Lordſhip, 
Many returns of the poſt having paſt, 
and no letter arriving from Miſs Herbert 
Lat length, wearied out with expeCtation, 
and mortified with continual diſappoint- 
ments, ſhe wiſhed to turn her thoughts to 
things within her own abſolute reach; 
and though conſcious ſhe' had taught 
Dalton's daughter more than it was pol- 
ſible he could learn from her, yet, tired 
with the father's continval teazing, her 
conſent was obtained to be bound for two 
years to the buſineſs, and he joyfully ap. 
plied to an attorney to draw the inden- 
tures: however, before. this matter could 
be completed, itwas entirely put a ſtop to, 
They were (that is, the young women) 
at work one morning in a room appropri: 
ated for that purpoſe, when an uncommon 
rattling of coach wheels under the win- 
dow, 


in 
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„do, and a loud rap at the door, excited 
e cheir curioſity; but what was Anna's ſur- 
prize, to ſee Lord Sutton alight from a 
t ſuperb carriage; indeed it took from her 
in the power of ſpeech; and while Peggy 
= Vas making a thouſand conjectures con- 
i, cerning the object of this viſit, from a 
it WW perſon in a coroneted coach, Anna was 
n, abſorbed in her own ideas, wholly unable 
t- to comprehend the meaning of ſo un- 


to velcome an intruſion. 
ka Lord Sutton was ſhewn in, and Dalton 
3 


be inſtantly recolleQed in the viſage of the 
noble Lord, him who had made four years 
before, ſuch alarming inquiriesafter Anna, 
felt guilty and abaſhed, and doubting from 
| his ſplendid appearance the day of reckon. 
ing was come — Trembling and pale, it 
was with infinite difficulty he could muſter 
up courage to aſk the ſtranger's buſineſs, 
Lord Sutton, proud only of his rank, 
riches, and ſplendour, found his vanity 
| highly gratified by the viſible confuſion of 
| the poor parſon, who he ſuppoſed was 
| confounded at his grandeur, 1 190 
| After 
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After enjoying ſome moments with the 
appearance of the moſt ſtately indifference, 
the confuſion he excited, he changed at 
once the haughty Peer into the artful inſi. 
nuating ſycophant, made many apologies 
to Mr. Dalton for his intruſion, which, 
he faid, was occaſioned by his deſire to 
ſerve a young perſon under their protec- 
tion, who, though ſhe had been diſcarded 
by a relation of his who had taken her 
when very young, was, he preſumed, too 
well educated to be capable of being uſe- 
ful to an inferior ſtate of life, and too 
handſome to be ſafe in ſuch an age as this 
from the purſuits of the licentious. 

Mrs. Dalton, whoſe heart had nothing 
wrong about it but what ſhe derived from 
her huſband, without the leaſt guile in her 
own compoſition, was 1n raptures at- this 
kindneſs; ſhe was ready to worſhip him, 
and heaped praiſes in the warmth of her 
heart, which his told him be could never 
deſerve—but whatever happy preſage this 

woman's credulity gave him, he was 
not leſs ſurpriſed than vexed, to obſerve the 
| huſband's 


huſband's ſilence (for he had not ſpoken 
ſince the firſt ſalutation) proceeded from 
ſome other cauſe than mere reſpect for his 
Lordſhip. He, therefore, addreſſed him 
with praiſes for his humanity to Anna, ſo 
profuſe, that Dalton, conſcious how little 
merit he could plead on that account, felt 
himſelf more hurt than gratified ; and 
callous as was his conſcience, turned the 
many compliments paid him to an ironical 
meaning. Undetermined, therefore, in his 
ideas, he interrupted his gueſt, by aſking 
him bluntly, if he had not ſeen him be- 
fore? 7 8 8 
Lord Sutton, although exceedingly diſ- 
concerted, was too great an adept in hy- 
pocriſy to ſuffer it to be ſeen. With an 
affable ſmile he commended the retentive 
memory of the preacher, which he ſup- 
poſed muſt be of great advantage both to 
himſelf and his flock, and anſwered he was 
not miſtaken, that he had felt the ſame 
compaſſion then for his ward he yet re- 
tained, and that in conſequence thereof he 
had made thoſe inquiries, which were of 
great trouble to himſelf, without (he ſpoke 
It 
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it with regret) ſerving the young lady, 
as he, Mr. Dalton, poſitively denied any 
knowledge of her, a conduct he muſt own 
quite inexplicable to him. And pray, 
ee Sir,” ſaid the ſtill doubting parſon, 
ce who may you be?” © My name, Sir, 
ce perhaps (at leaſt if you have read the 
ce hiſtory of the ſucceſs of our armies 
« abroad) you may have heard — it is 
* Gorget—l| had the honour to command 
© the army in the Eaſt Indies; my poor ſer. 
ce vices his Majeſty has thought proper to 
cc reward with a title; Lord Sutton, at 
ce your ſervice.”—The room inſtantly be- 
came too ſmall; the cringing Dalton, re- 
aſſured no danger was nigh, immediately 
adopted the utmoſt ſervility both of ſpeech 
and countenance ; while his wife, in en- 
deavouring to clear away her litters, threw 
every thing into diſorder. A Lord was a 
being in whoſe preſence it was impoſſible 
for them to ſit; nor could all his conde- 
ſcenſion prevail on either of them to take 
a chair, till he aroſe himſelf and abſo- 
Jutely refuſed to reſume his ſeat except 
they favoured him with their company. 
He 
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He then artfully begged toconſult them 
on the means likely to be of ſervice to 
Anna, declining their firſt offer of calling 
„ber down. Dalton, who never for a mo- 
„nent loſt ſight of his own intereſt, ex- 
» Wl plained to his Lordſhip her preſent ſitu- 
© WW ation, and what he had planned for her 
ich his daughter; adding, that as his 
s N Lordſhi p was ſo very good and charitable, 
d i he would recommend them to work for 


the great ladies of his acquaintance, it 
o might be the making of both. 


at W Sutton, with all his caution, could hardly 
e. keep his temper at this propoſal ; he had 
in the caſe of Frajan taken large ſtrides to 
ly place a French waiting woman of infa- 


mous principles, in attendance on a young 
lady of faſhion and character; but to take 
on himſelf to recommend a couple of ho- 
neſt young women as mantua- makers, — 
what could the fellow mean? Nevertheleſs 
he ſeemingly acquieſced one only objec- 
tion ſtruck him; he ſaid, he doubted 
whether Anna was not more qualified for 
the ſtation ſhe had juſt left; he feared ſo 
Vor. II. . ſedentary 
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ſedentary a life would not ſuit her edu- 
cation; and as to their daughter, it 
ſhould be his ſtudy to evince his reſpect 
for the parent, by his friendſhip to the 
child; he would recommend ber, whether 
Anna continued with her or not. 
This ſet the matter in a new light. His 
Lordſhip. was the beſt judge; he had only 
to ſignify his pleaſure to them, and they 
would obey to the utmoſt in their power all 
his injunctions. Mrs. Dalton then re- 
peated the motion of calling Anna; his 
Lordſhip bowed his aſſent. She imme- 
 Giately carried this joyful news to our he- 
roine, not doubting but ſhe would be in 
ecſtaſies ; but the cold and contemptuous 
reception of the great friendſhip that 
waited her acceptance, together with her 
_ abſolute refuſal to go down, almoſt petri- 
fied the poor woman ; what not go down 
to a Lord, not accept of his offered ſer- 
vices ? what would this world come to! 
* Indeed Anna,” continued ſhe, © | never 
<< till now could credit what Mr. Dalton 
« has often ſeen in you; your pride 
5 5 | « will, 
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« will, as he ſays, 1 am and, come 
« down.“ A 
Anna, piqued at this 8 for flently 
to her work; but on Mrs. Dalton's ſtill 
vrging her 10 00 to his Lordſhip, ſhe ſud- 
denly threw it down, and told her ſhe 
would follow her. This ſhe did from a de- 
termination to let Lord Sutton ſee ſhe was 
not the dupe of his artifice, and farther to 
convince him ſhe was not likely to become 
ſo. Accordingly Mrs. Dalton announced 
ker intention, and in ſhe went. Tranſient 
as was Lord Sutton's view of her at the 
aſſembly, it had left her image deeply 
rooted in his heart; the beautiful girl of 
fourteen he had never ceaſed regretting the 
loſs of, and the vice which reigned predo- 
minant in his ſou], was continually plac- 
ing her innocence and budding charms be- 
fore him in a light too acceptable to his 
libertine principles; but when the ſame 
beauty, innocence and ſimplicity again 
met his eyes, adorned with every grace and 
accompliſhment—when the ſweetneſs and 
charms of her countenance ſtruck: him, 
more captivating from their maturity, le 
H 2 _ 


paſſion; which to gratify he was deter- 


faultered, but endeavouring to conceal 
of his countenance ; he paid her compli- 
vanity of a young woman: but here re- 
ſentment, at the unprovoked ill offices 


and recollection of the baſe advantage he 


moth Lodge, were too ſtrong for a plau- 


18  ANMA 
felt, what he had never yet felt, a ſincere 
mined at all events, be the expence or 


trouble what it would. 
When the fair victim, he n now reſolved 


— 71 fu yo 


never to Joſe ſight of, appeared before 
him, when he again beheld her, a tremour 


ſeized his guilty frame ; he heſitated and 
by a low and reſpectful bow the diforder 


ments on her improvements, which from 
any other perſon might have flattered the 


had taken of her unprotected ſtate at Mel- 


ſible appearance and fine ſpeeches to do 
away; and the humble ſituation in which 
he found her ſo far from mortifying or ;, 
abaſhing her, only ſtimulating her pride; 
with a haughty air ſhe demanded his bu - 
A 
This was a reception che proud, yer. 
mean, Lord was not t prepared for ; and 
5 again 


and 
gain 
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again his admiration of the lovely object 
before him deprived him of all his guard 
and fortitude; he however attempted to 
gloſs over both his letter and viſit, by al- 
ledging compaſſion and humanity as his 
motives for both. | 
Ohl! ye divine ſources of every comfort 


to the diſtreſſed, how were ye here proſti- 
tuted to the worſt of purpoſes ! | 


Anna thanked him; but as ſhe could 


ſubſiſt independent of his offered kindneſs, 
inſiſted on declining that and every favour 
from him. Your youth, Madam, ſaid he, 
and inexperience of the world you are to 
live in, is with me an apology for this re- 
turn to the warm effuſions of friendſhip and 
good will. I was once, it is true, ſo unfor- 
tunate as to offend the purity of your ideas; 
but aſſure yourſelf, Miſs Manſel, I was 
then, as now, incapable of meaning you in- 
jury: you muſt allow for the prejudices of 
education; for the free manners in a man 
the world not only diſpenſes with, but 
even approves. I have been, I do not 
deny that 7 am, a free liver with ref, pect 
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to your ſex; meeting, therefore, alone, a 
pretty girl, I might, without a farther 
thought, be tempted to ſteal a few kiſſes, 


The indignation and ſhame which filled 


the heart and countenance of Anna at this 
varniſhed excuſe, were too apparent not 
to ſtrike him with conviction of her incre- 
dulity; but he had other ends in view 
than ſpeaking to her; it was at the Dal- 
tons; they he had the ſatisfaction to ſee, 
eagerly credited his profeſſions, and as ea- 
gerly condemned. the conduct of their 
ward to ſo great a man. 

The liberties he had taken, wick the in- 


ſult he had offered her, he was very con- 


ſcious would not bear the excuſes he had 


made; but he depended on her modeſty 


and delicacy for her ſilence. He was right; 
the injured innocent was now in her turn 
abaſhed and confuſed; it was but for a 
moment however, her natural pride and 
integrity, reanimated by the recollection of 
the diſtreſs this man had brought on her, 
enabled her, with a rejecting motion of her 
hand, to tell him, if the world were ſo in- 

| | . dulgent 


F 


zulgent to ſuch actions as he had been 


guilty of, and ſuch principles as he poſ- 
feſſed, it was the fitteſt place for him, and 
the moſt unfit for her to figure in ; ſhe 


therefore begged he would return to it, ad- 


ding,ſhe was too ſenſible of the obligations 
ſhe was already under to him, particularly 
late ones, to willy to encreaſe them; and, 
courteſying, contemptuouſly, withdrew. | 
Every word and action increafed the an- 
ger and aſtoniſhment of the Daltons; who, 


from the moment he announced himſelf a 


Lord, ſet themſel ves down as made people; 


he already faney ing himſelf in a fat living, 
the with delight anticipating the aggran- 
diſement of her family through his recom- 


mendation, and having herſelf no idea of 


vvounded delicacy or inſulted honour, nor 


ſuſpect ing the open, candid, humane per- 
ſon before them of plotting the ruin of in- 


nocence, could not comprehend from what 


madneſs or folly Anna could thus refuſe 


Iſuch deſirable and advantageous offers of 


| friendſhip. The rude anſwers ſhe returned 


| eee the caſtles they were building 


H 4 and 
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and left traces of diſappointment on thei! 
countenances much more viſible than on 
that of their viſitor ; he knew how 10 
take advantage of this diſpoſition in them, 
and with an air at once of ſorrow and 
chagrin, lamented the obſtinacy of Anna, 
that put it out of his power to gratify hi 
own wiſhes in ſerving her. However, 
Madam, faid he, turning to Mrs. Dalton, 
though it is hard to meet unthankfulneſ 
where we know we -deſerve gratitude, 
ſaffer me to recommend this poor ill. 
Judging young woman to your farther 
protection; and ſince ſhe refuſes my good 
will, permit me to requeſt you will ac- 
cept this trifle towards the expence ſhe 
muſt be of to you, and promiſe not to 
make her acquainted with it. Having 
ſaid this he ſhook hands with the Parſon 
with great apparent cordiality, and ſtep. 
Ing into his carriage, was no ſooner out of 
ſight than eager to examine the contents 
of a purſe that felt ſo very reſpeQably, 
Dalton and his wife retired to a little 1n- 
nerroom,—twenty guineas was a ſum ſuf- 

ficient 
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fieient to give force to weaker arguments 


than thoſe uſed by Lord Sutton; it ſet his 


in an unanſwerable point of view, it eſta- 


bliſned their notions of his generoſity, and 
revived the hopes they had formed from 


his acquaintance. 


After much deliberation it was 0d 


they ſhould join in perſuading Anna to 
| write to ſuch a noble friend, aſk pardon for 


her ingratitude, and implore his returning 


favour. Accordingly they went to her, 


and having extolled his goodneſs both to 


them and her, got the aſſiſtance of their 
| daughter, and all three beſet her with ar- 
guments and entreaties, by ſoothing and 
| threats, by fair means or foul, with equal 

ſucceſs; ſhe was too ſenſible of what was 
| right, and her principles were too juſtly 


founced. to ſuffer her judgment to be 


{ biafſed where her honour was concerned; 
| ſhe ſaw with grief he had found the weak 
| fide of Mrs. Dalton, and the wicked one 
of her huſband ; and that in conſequence 
ſhe muſt expect to be farther perſecuted. 


Byr as rapes, and carrying off by force, 


| generally related in modern novels, had 


H 5 not 
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not brow part of her readings, and as they 
are things that do not often happen in 
real life, ſhe apprehended no other dan- 
ger from him; indeed his age and feeble 
habit of body were ſecurities from thoſe 
evils; ſhe therefore contented herſelf 
with hopes to hear no: more, than from 
the Daltons, of a man for whom, and 
for no other perſon living, ſhe felt a real 
hatred, and continued her negative to 
all their arguments without aſſigning to 
the Daltons her reaſons. Perhaps ſhe 

may be accuſed here of a blameable re- 

ſerve, but true delicacy and true virtue 
even feels the ſtrongeſt repugnance to 
think of, much leſs repeat actions hoſ- 
tile to their tenets; and it is to thoſe 
who really poſſeſs that character a kind of 
humiliation to admit hoy have ever been 
inſulted. 

But the grand account of a life devoted 
to injury and deceit practiſed on the in- 
nocent and unwary, was now to be ſettled 
on the heart of Lord Sutton. 

The elegant deportment, the charms of 
our heroine, appeared the more irreſiſtible 

| 5 from 
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from the difficulty chat attended his pur- 
ſuit; his ſoul long rendered callous by a 

| continual guard of himſelf, and the gra- 
tification of almoſt every inclination he 
had ſuffered himſelf to indulge, its facul- 
ties weakened, and his perſon. ſo debili- 
tated and infirm, that he was become an 
antidote to that ſex who had been his 
former prey, nowreceived impreſſions that 
deprived him of reſt and peace—the more 
he reflected, the more ardent was his paſ- 
ſion—he curſed his own precipitancy at 
Melmoth Lodge, and firmly reſolved to 
let no thought or look eſcape him now to 
alarm or increaſe her diſlike of him; all 
his thoughts were bent on the means of 
attaining the poſſeſſion of what ſeemed 
neceſſary to his exiſtence, How to com- 
paſs this deſirable point, did not appear ſo 
| ealy as he wiſhed; but to give up any 


| deſign once formed, or leave one ſtratagem = 
of fraud or hypocriſy uneſſayed, would 

| have been as new as the paſſion which 

| now filled the mind of Lord Sutton. © 

| His arts, in conjunction with Fr ajan 

| had robbed her of every friend but theſe 

= (if 
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(if they might be called ſo) ſhe was now 
with; the power of wealth, Joined to the 
artifice he was maſter of, he had no doubt 
would be all the force he wiſhed with 
Dalton and his wife; but what method 
he ſhould purſue to render Anna propi- 
tious to his deſires, was the thing that 
moſt puzzled him. 

It was neceſſary to ſubdue her pride 
as well as virtue; to do this ſhe muſt be- 
come dependent on him—his friendſhip 
muſt be inctipentably neceſſary to her 
ſubſiſtence. 

Again the idea of ſolely devoting to her 
his charming perſon revived, and with it a 
reſolution immediately to pick a quarrel 
with a widow of pleaſing perſon and large 
family, whom poverty had induced to liſten 
to his addreſſes, and accepted the place of 
miſtreſs of his town houſe in the room of 
a high bred lady who had left him in 
company with a diſcarded groom : his own 
pride had made him drefs this woman out 
with great elegance; but as it required art, 


as well as attraction, to keep alive the ap- 


pearance of paſſion in the noble Peer, and 


„ 
as this lady was not an adept in her call- 
ing, he felt no kind of concern for her 
or hers; and the moſt ſhe could boaſt of 
was a kind of ſolendid er 
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As odd old Man. 


ANNA in the mean time attended to 
the buſineſs, though Dalton ceaſed to 
teaze her abouò the articles; it was im- 
poſſible in a ſmall country village ſo near 
the metropolis, when the chief inhabi- 
tants were the wives and daughters of 
tradeſmen who could not exiſt without a 
country houſe, of which number there 
were many at Layton, ſuch a figure as 
wry ſhould be unnoticed ; ſhe ſoon be- 


came 
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came the ſubject of curioſity, of irn 
tion, and of ſcandal. Who and what can 


ſhe be? She is very handſome — ſne dreſ- 


ſes too elegant is too accompliſhed and 


genteel for a mantuamaker—ſhe has cer- 
tainly been ſomebody's miſtreſs. A co- 


roneted coach with a glaring ſuite of at- 
tendants, ſtopping above an hour at the 
door, with a gentleman only in it, af- 
forded ſubje& for cenſure and confirina- 
tion. At the aſſembly of Mrs. Bibbins, 
the ſame evening, a very pretty, deli- 
cate young man, deſigned by nature for 


a retailer of gauze, but jumbled by 


chance into a brandy merchant, as he 
was called, aſſured the ladies, in the ſoft- 


eſt liſping tone imaginable, that he was 
certain ſhe had been in «gh life, for that 


he had ſeen her in a box at the Opera, 


when he and his ſiſter (a young lady then 
preſent) were 1n the gallery ; which was 


confirmed with the additions of Miſs's 
being ſure ſhe was one of thoſe bold wo- 
men, viz. a kept one—ſhe knew her again 


the moment ſhe ſaw her. This matter 


ſettled, 


ſettled, not a perſon in company, ſave 
one, but had penetration enough to diſ- 
cover. the moſt innocent countenance that 
ever graced the creation, to be one of 
the abandoned caſt; — this was @ womans 
Mrs. Wellers was the wife of a mere 
ehant who had retired from trade with a 
| decent competency, leaving an only and 
deſerving ſon in poſſeſſion of his all, 
which was employed in procuring him a 
footing in a bank of great reputation, 
where he was at firſt placed as caſhier ; 
his ſobriety. and attention mſured him 
that ſucceſs, and impowered him to make 
thoſe returns to his worthy parents, their 
noble confidence in him deſerved: he 
married a woman of plain perſon and 
manners, with an excellent heart, and 
large fortune: they had ſeveral children; 
and Mrs. Wellers ſaw the goodneſs of her 
own diſpoſition, and the univerfal good 
will ſhe bore the whole human race, richly 
rewarded inthe particular proſperity of her 
own ; entirely at peace with herſelf, and 
fatisfied with the uprightneſs of her own 
5 mind 
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mind and actions, ſne was the laſt to be 
lieve any reports that could injure or diſ- 
treſs an individual, and the firſt to ſeize 
on every occaſion of ee an ab- 
ſent perſon. 

Mr. Wellers had taken very much lately 
to frequenting Mr. Dalton's chapel, and 
though he had no crimes out of the com- 
mon frailties of human nature to repent of 


himſelf, he was a great encourager of reli - 


gious practices in thoſe who had : the 
Doctor himſelf did not take more pains 
with his hearers than Mr. Wellers; and 
often his houſe was ſubject to gueſts of his 
ſpiritual acquaintance not very acceptable 
to his wife; notwithſtanding, the ſweet- 
neſs of her diſpoſition made her give way, 
with great good humour, to thoſe little 
whims in a man ſhe had thirty - four years 
entirely loved and honoured; and ſome- 


times ſhe had been Prevailed on to go to 


chapel with him. 


It was here our heroine had ſtruck her; 


not indeed in the light the reſt of the com- 
pany had ſeen her; ſhe felt herſelf prepoſ- 


ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed in favour of that beauty and ſimpli- 
city ſhe thought ſhone in her countenance: 
and having in the courſe of employing 
Peggy Dalton, been frequently in compa- 
ny with her, ſhe immediately, and with 
no little warmth, defendedthe condemned 
Anna; [ wiſh I could ſay with ſucceſs, but 
the fiat was gone out ; to be convinced 
by arguments ſupported only by candovur 
and benevolence, againſt ſuch glaring 
crimes as youth,: beauty, and poverty, 
| would be proof of a weak and yielding 
mind, few people chuſe to be guilty of; 
and to recant an opinion formed on ſuch 
ſtrong grounds, a W N not to 
ve Expected. - 1 
The good Mrs. Wellers was not inti- 
midated by her want of ſucceſs ; her tho- 
rough knowledge of life, and perfect 
practice of politeneſs, rendered her the 
leader of every thing elſe in the village ; 
but ſhe had not power to enforce her own 
_ candid and generous ſentiments; yet as, 
when once a character was attacked, ſhe 
never gave up her point while a poſſibi- 
lity remained of defending the abſent, ſhe 
| ſeldom 


ſeldom failed in the pleaſureof finding her- 
ſelf rewarded for her perſeverance, by ſee- 
ing, with the affiſtance of a little time 
and patience, every doubt removed, and 
Innocence cleared up. | 
It is much to be lamented, thatnotwith- 
ſtanding this is a circumſtance which daily 
happens, it is often protracted by one un- 
lucky accident or other, till the calumnia- 
tors are eicher removed from the ſpot, or 
themſelves in the ſame calamity they fo 
unmercifully infficted on others, other- 
wiſe ſomething like ſhame might poſſibly 
operate for the e e of man- 
kind. 5110 5 
When this worthy woman kf Mrs, 
Bibbin's, ſhe began to.reſolve in her own 
mind the ſeveral circumſtances ſhe had re- 
fuſed to credit in the courſe of her viſit. 
There was certainly ſomething more in 
the appearance of Anna than in the com- 
mon run of young women in her ſitua- 
tion; her dreſs, ſo much ſuperior to Dal- 
ton's daughters, either wholly contradic- 
ted his aſſertion, that he had brought her 
up on charity, or if that were ſo, ſpoke a 
r 
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myſtery i in which ſhe found herſelf inte- 


| reſted, and reſolved to take the firſt op- 
| portunity of finding our. 


| Anna, conſcious of no cauſe for ſhame, 
| faw herſelf an object of general obſerva- 
tion; but as ſhe had always been this, 
| though from different motives, it had no 
| other effect on her than reſtraining her 
from walking. out, when a receſs from 
work would have allowed her chat reerea· 
. ene ee er 
It happened, chat the next morning 
after Mrs. Bibbins's rout, Anna was ſur- 
prized by another viſitor, as unexpected 
| and undeſired, though notquite ſo odious, 
| as Lord Sutton: this was Mr. Edwin ; 
| he was ſhewn, or rather walked, into 
the room, where ſhe was at that moment 
in converſation with Mrs. Wellers ; her 
| crimſon'd cheek immediately directed the 
| eyes of that deſerving woman to the gen- 
| tleman, in whoſe countenance the greateſt 
ſatisfaction appeared, and whoſe glances 
at our heroine ill accorded with his affir- 
mative, on being aſked whether ſhe 
| Might congratulate him on his marriage. 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Wellers made an offer of going; 
but Anna, who happened to be quite 
alone, and not chuſing to be left with 
Edwin, intreated her ſtay, under pre- 
| tence of expecting Peggy Dalton, tho 
ſhe in reality knew ſhe was gone to town, 
and would not return till evening. Cu- 
rioſity added weight to her requeſt ; and 
the lady, to the viſible diſpleaſure of the 
gentleman, was reſeated. | 
He told Anna they were e juſt vine) 

from Bedfordſhire; that he had ſuffered, 
with great anxiety, any conſtraint that 
prevented him from waiting on her; aſ- 

ſured her he had ſhared the mortification 
fre had received from bis family, and, 

that all he could command was at her 
ſervice. | 

This very open deckndes from a man 

| who acknowledged himſelf a bridegroom, 

| ſtaggered Mrs. Wellers' good opinion of 
our heroine, more eſpecially as it was re- 
ceived in ſilence. 


After a pauſe, Anna inquired of the 


healch of Lady Edwin and her daughter. 
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The latter, he told her, was with Mrs. 
Edwin, the former gone to Wales. 
e Accorapanied, I ſuppoſe,” anſwered 
Anna, © by Mrs. Herbert and her fami- 
ly.” An aſſenting bow called up another 
bluſh. Mrs. Wellers had now almoſt 
given up the cauſe of poor Anna; when 

ſhe was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed, after a 
| ſecond pauſe, to hear her addreſs her vi- 
ſitor in a very ſolemn manner. . 
| She told him, however honoured ſhe 
| might be, by his condeſcending to take 
notice of a perſon who had been ſo con- 
temptuouſly diſmiſſed his family, ſhe muſt 


beg leave to remind him, that the more 


| deſtitute and friendleſs ſhe was, the more 
it behoved her to take care of what 
only ſhe could call her own, which was 
| her good name— © Far, Sir,” continued 
| ſhe, „ be it from me to inſinuate, that 
the ſon of my benefactreſs, a married 
> © man, a bridegroom, would wilfully do 
| © any thing that could lead to a depri- 
| © vation of that moſt invaluable trea- 
| © ſure; but you muſt forgive me, Sir, 
l remind you of the utter impro- 


85 priety 


190 A N NA. 


e“ priety of a young woman of my rank 
ce receiving viſits from a perſon of yours, 
te in the predicament in which I now ſtand 
c with your family: ſhould any officious 
<« tale-bearer but mention the circum- 
ce ſtance of your being here this morn- 
« ing, would it not juſtly offend ladies, 
« for whom I have a ſincere veneration ? 


* 


Pardon me, Sir, (for he was eagerly 


« interrupting her) the concluſion drawn 
©« might no leſs affect your peace than 
ce my character; I therefore muſt beg to 
be excuſed ſeeing you, if at any future 
te period Tru ſhould make Layton in 
e your way.“ 

This plain n was by no means 
acceptable to Mr. Edwin, who gave 
Mrs. Wellers a look of diſpleaſure, and 
intreated Anna to favour him with five 
minutes conference. 

The requeſt was refuſed as eagerly as 
aſked—He inſiſted on it She was im- 
moveable. | 

Great as were his chagrin and diſap- 


pointment, he did not chuſe to diſcover 
I e half 
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half that he felt; he, therefore, riſing, 
told her he would take ſome more favour- 
able opportunity of waiting upon her 
with his meſſage from Miſs Herbert. 
Have you then, Sir, any meſſage from 
« her, and could you be ſo cruel as to 
« detain it ſo long? Alas! I feared ſhe 
« had forgotten me,” anſwered Anna. 
The ſtarting tear as ſhe finiſhed the 
ſentence, thrilled the heart of Edwin, 
who only made uſe of Miſs Herbert's name 
to gain his point of ſpeaking to her, but 
a farther thought now preſented itſelf to 

him, as a ſtratagem by which he might 
| have her fully in his power: he, there- 
fore, in a cool, reſentful manner, wiſhed 
her a good morning; ſaid he ſaw ſhe 
was engaged, but hoped to be more for- 
tunate in the next viſit he had the ho- 
nour of paying her. 

Anna would now have wiſhed to de- 
tain him, but could not prevail on her- 
ſelf to make any farther attempt, 

When he got to the door, his ſervants 
had retired to a neighbouring alehouſe, 
which the convenience of an adjoining 


ſhed 
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ſhed entitled to the name of an inn 
Edwin, at no time a good maſter of his 
ſervants, now, being mortified, and his 


hopes founded on Anna's ſituation ſo en- 
tirely repreſſed, was in no humour to 


forgive this ſtolen refreſhment ; he ſwore 
he would break the raſcals bones; and 
ſeeing an elderly decent perſon on the 
oppoſite ſide of the way, looking earneſt- 
ly at _ aſked if he had ſeen his ſcoun- 
drels e | 
The pes n e to ſock a 
Jaconic addreſs, gruffly anſwered, he was 
not uſed to look after ſcoundrels. 
Irritated at his words, and more at his 
manner, Edwin fiercely threatened to 
horſewhip him into better manners. 

The man, as much a ſtranger to a drub- 
bing as the fear of one, inſtantly croſſed 
the way—Edwin, in the pride of riches 
and proſperity, (forgetting that a breach 
of the peace might ſubject a man of the 
firſt conſequence to inconvenience) was 
as good as his word, and handſomely 
made uſe of bis whip. 

The 
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The neighbourhood, alarmed at ſuch 


an outrage, to a perſon who unfortunate- 


ly was no ſmall favourite of the poor of 
the place, came to his aſſiſtance, and our 


bridegroom was ſoon in the ſafe cuſtody 
| of a blackſmith, conſtable, and his aſ- 
ſiſtant, a collar- maker. 


The perſon he had inſulted, to his inf- 
nite ſurpriſe, proved one of the wealthieſt 
men in that part of the country; one, 
who was above a pecuniary compenſa- 


tion, and whoſe rage at the affront as well 


as injury would admit of no palliation. 
An action at law he knew would be a 


means of putting the aſſailant to an ex- 


pence which he could not ſuppoſe would 
be an object to the young gentleman : he 
therefore wiſely determined to take him 


| before a magiſtrate, and proſecute him 
for the aſſault. 


Edwin, whoſe underſtanding was ex- 
ceedingly good, and whoſe knowledge of 


the laws and cuſtoms of his country had 
not been, even in his tour, neglected, 
ſaw the diſagreeable predicament in which 
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bis paſſions had involved him, and en- 
deavoured to aſſuage the reſentment of 
Mr. Bently, but in vain: before a magil. 
trate he ſnould go, and give ſecurity to an. 
ſwer his offence at the next quarter ſeſſions. 
Ineligible as this fituation was for a 
man of faſhion, there being no remedy, 
he got ſome of the bye ſtanders to hunt 
out his ſervants, not wiſhing to return to 
Dalton in ſo diſgraceful a ſituation. The 
men were ſoon "forks, and it was lucky 
for them his wrath had met with ſuch 4 
ſet down; he bid them follow him, with 
an execration delivered between his teeth, 
which was productive of a freſh offence, 
as his vindictive adverſary immediately 
took witneſs of it, in order to oblige him 
to pay the penalty for profane Frodring, 


Never was poor young man of gallantry 


treated with leſs reſpect or ceremony, dur- 
ing their walk to Mr. Juſtice Trap's; the 
iron gate being unfolded by a ſervant in 
livery, who was in Scrub's true explana- 
tion of his ſervice, his twin brother; 
one Parts indeed, of his buſineſs exceeded 

the 
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the Herculian labour of Farquhar's origi- 


nal, ſince to the duties of gardener, coach- 


man, footman, and groom, was added 
that of clerk and prompter to his maſter, 
although the fees of office were not part 
of his earnings, a hardſhip under which 


he was obliged to be content for many 


reaſons, the principal of which was, his 
having been a tradeſinan in the village at 


| the time his maſter worked as journey man 
| with a barber in the ſame place; and, by 


misfortunes it was neither in his power to 
foreſee nor prevent, gradually reducing in 
his circumſtances in the ſame progreſſion 


as the fortunate Mr. Strap had riſen, and 


at this period having a wife and family 
on the ſpot, the generous juſtice had 


| taken him in the above ſeveral capacities 
| out of charity, for which he allowed him 
| eight ſhillings per week, 


By this grey-headed ſervant or clerk, 


then, our party was uſhered | into his wor- 
| ſhip's preſence. 


Salutations, not, indeed, of the moſt 


friendly kind, paſſed between his worſhip 
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and Mr. Bently, who told a plain matter 
of fact tale, producing witneſſes to ſup- 
port his charge. Mr. Strap had, there. 
fore, nothing to do but aſk the delin- 
quent whether he had any, and what bail 
to offer, as if he had not, a mittimus, 
which Arnold was ordered to produce, 
muſt be filled up. 
Edwin was much better acquainted 
with the power of Strap than he was him- 
ſelf; and having ſufficiently cooled ſince 
he offered the offence, begged to ſpeak 
with both gentlemen without other wit- 
neſſes; he found great difficulty attending 
this requeſt, Mr. Juſtice Strap being a 
very placable perſon, and by no means 
capable of giving offence where it could 
be returned, and Mr. Bently ſtill ſmart- 
ing under the weight af his daring breach 
of the laws of ſociety. 

At length, however, the favgur was 
granted, after the precaution on the ſide 
of the magiſtrate, of a whiſper to Arnold, 
when having told his family and connec- 


tions, he made every acknowledgement 
Fon 
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poſſible for a gentleman, and offered any 


ſatisfaction for the affront; this ecclairci 2 


nent had a very different effect on his two 
auditors. The juſtice forgot to enforce 


| the neceſſity of the mittimus, in the very 


great reſpect he profeſſed for the perſon 
who was to have been the object of it; 
he proteſted were it him, he ſhould rather 
look on the little paſſionate ſally of ſuch 
a man, as a piece of good fortune than 
otherwiſe, as it was the means of putting 
it in his power to confer an obligation, 


| where it was the higheſt honour to receive 
| one, and he made no doubt but Mr. 


Bently would be of his opinion. | 
Not quite fo faſt, good Mr, Juſtice,” 


| anſwered that gentleman, * ſpeak for 


“ yourſelf; you and I ſee this matter very 
« differently; you, I perceive, areinclined 


. © to pardon in Mr. Edwin, actions that 


«© would ruin one of his footmen ; as to 
* the good fortune of a horſewhipping 


| © from a great man,—why I wiſh you 
| © had it with all my heart; but his is 
E not the 7/4 time you and I have been 
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« of contrary opinions; if this man (for 


ce will not call him gentleman) were of 


« leſs conſequence, his offence would be 


ee leſs likewiſe; and were it not in his 


<« power to injure ſociety as much by ex- 


« ample as precept, the particular af- 
e front offered me, ſhould not excite an 
« unforgiving ſpirit, | 
But here comes a great N and, 
« like your honour, (bowing to Edwin) 
ce he happens to be out of humour about 
« 4 wench, a hare, a card, the turn of a 
« die, or ſome ſuch. important matter: 
« well, he chances to meet ſome infigni- 


« ficant fellow, whoſe head being happily 
cc free from any ſuch impreſſions, is quiet- 


« ly following his concerns on the King's 


« high road, thinking nor meaning injury 


© to any created being; poh, ſays the 
« oreat man, you ſhall not tread the ſame 
« ground, breathe the fame air, look erect, 


„ of wear your beard like me; but why, 


« and like your honour, (bowing again to 


Edwin) not becauſe | am better, older, 
or 


(c 
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et or wiſer, but becauſe I am richer than | 
« you. | 

« That may be an incontrovertible rea- 
« ſon with you, Mr. Juſtice; but I am, 
« as I dare ſay you think, an odd, obſti- 
© nate, old fellow; and it gives me great 
ec pleaſure juſt now to ſtand in the me- 
« dium between the overbearance of the 
« rich, and the rights of the poor. If 
« my groom, pleaſe your worſhip, being 
e a luſty young fellow, had laid an ol: 
e man by the heels, I would have pu- 
« niſhed him legally, or ſent him into 
e confinement as an inſane. Mr, Edwin's 
*« front, to be ſure, has nothing wanting 
te in it; but, nevertheleſs, I ſee there no 
9 ſtronger plea to excite compaſſion than 
in Dick Grovers.” 
„ Compaſſion, anſwered Edwin ſcorn- 
fully, © your age—” 

« Ah, generous youth, would thou 
« hadſt before remembered it,” as ſcorn- 
fully retorted Bently. 
el ſee,” ſaid Edwin, © every conceſ- 
3 hon but adds to your inſolence.“ Then 
I 4: ad- 
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addreſſing himſelf to the magiſtrate, he 
mentioned the difficulty he was under 
about bail, as it was in the county of 
Eſſex, where he could not recollect ; an in- 
dividual he knew. 

The civil Mr. Strap undertook to take 
care of every thing of that kind, order- 
ing Arnold to ſtand up for one, and the 
conſtable for the other. This being ad- 
juſted, Mr. Bently retired, and Edwin 
acknowledged the politeneſs of the Juſ- 
tice, and inviting him to Portman-ſquare, 
was, by him, moſt obſequiouſly attended 
to the outer gate. 

He left Layton with the moſt mortify- 
ing reflections; ſincerely did he condemn 
the paſſion, by which he had put himſelf 
in the power of ſuch a low-bred fellow, 
as he called Bently ; and bitterly did he 
curſe the pride of her who occaſioned it, 
not that he minded the law, but the ſtory 
might get wind, What excuſe could he 
make for viſiting Anna at all? Some terms 
it was neceſſary he ſhould keep up with 
his family, and the little remains of reſpe& 
| "M6 
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. 
he felt for his parents, who he knew 


would be much hurt at the idea of his 


being carried like a felon before a petty 


magiſtrate, not a little diſturbed him,— 
This train of reflections brought him 


back to his ſervants, both of whom he or- 
dered to be diſcharged the inſtant he got 
to town; they then, bound by no intereſt 
nor awed by no fear, told the whole af- 
fair in the ſervant's hall; and, before ſis, 
it was a ſettled thing among Mr, Ed- 
win's domeſtics, that their maſter kept 
Miſs Manſel. | „ 
Mr. Dalton and his family, I have 


faid, were out, the day Edwin was at the 


village; they were gone, by invitation, 


to dine (where my reader will not expect 


to find them) with no leſs a perſon than 
Lord Sutton; there the ſplendour of the 


| houſe, magnificent ſervice of plate, quan- 


tity of ſervants and rich liveries, opened 
a new world never ſeen or ſuſpected before 
by that family ; they were firſt ſuffered to 
wait in view of riches that appeared end- 
leſs, till their ideas of the owner were 
"4. £ accom- 
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accompanied with an awe which increaſed 
with each new thing that appeared: and as 
their waiting was protracted for no other 
reaſon than to give them impreſſions ſuit- 
able to his purpoſe, his entrance into the 
room, with the moſt placid ſmiles upon 
his countenance, cordially ſhaking hands 
with Dalton, and ſaluting his wife and 
daughter, almoſt turned their brain. 

He immediately entered into a very free 


converſation with them, adopting their 


manner of diſcourſe, and gave them a 
dinner, abounding with every delicacy 
the ſeaſon afforded ; to which were added, 
the various ſuperfluities, which, at the 
command of the rich, are taught to coun- 
teraCt the law of nature, by bringing the 
bloom of ſpring to deck a winter table, 
and ſpreading it in ſummer with the hoary 
appendages of winter. The moft coſtly 
and delicate viands were handed round in 
a, plenty nd profuſion, of which the 
humble viſitants knew not the name; and 


the water, vainly, though with the moſt 


ſervile reſpect offered ta people, who were 
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ſtrangers to the cuſtom of uſing it at ta- 
ble.—A deſert fit for the entertainment 
of a royal gueſt followed. 

Wonder and admiration kept fi lent 
thoſe for whom ſo much pains had been 
taken, and the table would have been 
cleared without its being touched, but for 
the great attention and ſolicitude of the 
noble Lord, whoſe polite recommenda- 
tion of each different fruit and confecti- 
onary drew them out of their wonder into 
a more ſubſtantial enjoyment of the 
things before them. 

When the ſervants withdrew, having 
impreſſed his gueſts with equal ideas of 
his riches, politeneſs, and generoſity, he 
artfully, by inquiries into their income, 

and expreſſing his ſurpriſe it was ſo ſmall, . 
threw out hints of many different ways 
by which it might be enlarged. —Suppoſe 
Dalton's return to the church, as he had 
connection, and, indeed he flattered him- 
ſelf, intereſt with ſome of the firſt people, 
in whoſe particular line preſentations lay ; 
in the mean while, till ſomething could 
41 0 be 
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be done, he mult inſiſt on their} accepting 
an annuity from him; he could not bear 
ſo amiable a woman as Mrs. Dalton 
ſhould feel an inconvenience it.was in his 
Power to prevent, or ſo worthy a man as 
her huſband want any friendſhip he could 
command. And having made ſure his 
way, he now ventured to mention their 
ward; he lamented that her pride and 
obftinacy deprived him of the pleaſure 
of doing her a two-fold ſervice, that of 
aſſiſting herſelf, . and of relieving them 
from the burden of ſupporting her; he 
afked them whether they could tell on 
what occaſion ſhe had been diſmiffed La- 
dy Edwin's family. 

Mrs. Dalton's anfwer was conſiſtent 
with truth; ſhe lamented Anna's obſti- 
nacy in refuſing his favours, which he 
was grieved ſhe ſtill perſiſted | in, though 
ſhe had no friend elſe in the world, as to 
be ſure, though ſhe pretended to be ig- 
norant of the cauſe by which ſhe had loſt 
the protection of the Edwin family, it 


was to be fo ſuppoſed Mr. Manſel would 


adopt their ſentiments. 


Dalton, 
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Dalton, I have informed my reader, 
wanted not cunning or penetration; the 
depravity of his own principles made him 
clearer ſighted than his wife ; the latter 
ever confided in the appearance of can- 
dour, and believed all profeſſions made 
her with the moſt credulous ſimplicity. 
Sutton appeared to her more than 
mortal with ſuch powers, and ſuch incli- 
nation to be of ſervice to individuals; ſo 
Hittle pride, and ſo much humanity 
blended in one character, were fo dif- 
| ferent to any thing ſhe had fancied of a 
great man, that not a ſuſpicion to his diſ- 
advantage could POwnny find its "Ay into 
her mind. 

Not ſo her huſband—the attention of 
Lord Sutton, ſo conſtant and unſolicited, 
his extraordinary generoſity, the beauty of 
Anna, and character of the man, which 
was too notorious to be a ſecret to any 
who choſe to enquire, were ſtrong rea- 
ſons for cloſe obſervation : and he had no 
kind of doubt, but his Lordſhip's views 
725 | Cn 
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on Anna were more perſonal than he 
wiſhed to be known. 

He conſidered himſelf in no degree an- 
ſwerable for the event; he wiſhed heartily 
to get rid of a young woman on whom he 


could not look. without feeling a kind of 


ſhame and ſelf reproach, which by long 

habit had changed to a hatred of the as 
jec that cauſed ſo diſagreeable a ſenſa- 
tion; without taking from his own family 
their all, it was now impoſſible to do her 
juſtice. Lord Sutton could not, there- 
fore, more fervently wiſh to get poſſeſſion 


of Anna, than Dalton to be freed from 


her. Theſe thoughts, however, had too 
evil a ſource to be communicatcd to his 
wife; paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance 
he had long taught her, but her morals 
were yet good: avarice only had found its 
way into her mind, from his conſtantly 
preaching how neceſſary money was to 


the ſubſiſtence of children ſhe fondly 


loved. — He had, indeed, been as par- 


ticularly careful to guard every ſenti- 
ment of his own which would leſſen her 


confidence 
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confidence in his religious practice from 
her as from the reſt of the world, which, 
from her diſpoſition was eaſy enough to 
effect: he, therefore, encouraged her 
great encomiums on Lord Sutton; nor 
was he himſelf backward in his acknow- 
tedgements ; concluding with a hint 
highly pleaſing to his Lordſhip, that if 
Anna continued her wicked unthankful- 
neſs of heart, he ſhould not only diſcard 
her himſelf, but expect to be repaid the 
expence he had been at on her account. 

This Chriſtian reſolution exhilerated 
the countenance of. Sutton, and gave the 


wiſh'd-for explanation of the principles 


of the profeſſor of religion: —they parted 


in mutual good humour, his Lordſhip 


preſenting Peggy with five nn for the 


expences of the Gay. 


by 
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4 new Friend. 


\ * E. left Anna i in the beſt . 


Wellers, whoſe curioſity had carried her 


to Dalton's, found herſelf leſs ſatisfied, 
but more intereſted by what had paſſed 
during Edwin's viſit.—A train of reflec- 
tions, the moſt melancholy and depreſſing, 
took ſuch entire poſſeſſion of my heroine, 
at the departure of that young man, that 
Mrs. Wellers had twice bade her good 
morning, before ſhe was ſenſible of any 
thing but her own gloomy ideas. 

After ſome time, however, her eyes met 
thoſe of that Lady, bent on her with a 
mixture of ſurprize and compaſſion, that 
at once confuſed and affected her:—the 
ſilent tear ſtole down her glowing cheeks: 
— again recollection of paſt events 


crowded on her imagination her agita- 
tion 
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tion increaſed —ſhe turned pale; a ſick- 
neſs overpowered and rendered her an ob- 
ject truly affecting to the humane Mrs. 
Wellers, who aſſiſted in ſoothing and re- 
covering her, with a moſt delicate atten- 
tion, — avpiding even to aſk the cauſe, 
When Aﬀna could collect her wandering 
ideas, ſhe reſpectfully apologiſed for the 


troublg- ſhe had given the lady, and 
thanked her for her kindneſs with an air 


of the ſtrongeſt dejection. 
Mrs. Wellers, feeling herſelf more and 
more intereſted, told her ſhe would by no 
means leave her to ſuch evil company as 
appeared to have taken poſſeſſion of her, 
but inſiſted on taking her home to dinner, 
and inſiſted ſhe ſhould continue with her 
till the family returned from town. 
Anna would have gladly excuſed her- 
ſelf from accepting her conſiderate invita- 
tion. The evil company alluded to, were 
thoſe ſhe moſt wiſhed to indulge; — but 
Mrs. Wellers was too preſſing to be re- 


 fuſed—and as ſhe knew the Daltons paid 


great court to that lady, not only on ac- 
| count 
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count of her buſineſs, but of her influence, 


| ſhe concluded it would be improper to 


riſque affronting her by a refuſal ; and in- 
| deed the whole of her conduct had been fo 
kind, it was againſt her own feelings to do 
it; —accordingly Anna accompanied Mrs, 
Wellers home above a mile from the vil- 
lage. 
Mir. Wellers was not at home, ſo that the 
day was ſpent with no other company; 
and the beauty and ſweetneſs of ourheroine 
in the courſe of it were found to be her 
leaſt perfections: — the education ſhe had 
received, of which, in her ſituation at Dal- 
ton's, hardly any traces were diſcernible, 
nou, in the ſociety of a well-bred, ſenſible 
woman, was diſplayed with additional 
luſtre, as it was wholly unexpected. 

The eaſe and politeneſs of her behaviour 
and converſation, the modeſt diſplay of her 
abilities, and the rectitude of her ſenti- 
ments, equally pleaſed and ſurprized her 
new friend: who (though ſhe longed to 


know by what accident ſo lovely, and ſo | 


accompliſhed a creature became an inmate 
| with 
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with people ſo very inferior, in every diſ- 
cernible point, as thoſe with whom ſhe 
lived) forbore any kind of inquiries, 

She had indeed gone to Dalton's with 
that intention, having no appreheſions of 
giving offence, where the offer of her ſer- 
vices would ſo fully compenſate for any 
| tranſient mortification. The journeywo- 
man of a mantuamaker could not be 
thought to carry much ſenſibility about 
her: - but when ſhe had ſpent one day with 
Anna, her reſpect increaſed with her lik- 
ing, and ſhe intreated, at parting, often 
to be favoured with her company, 

During her walk home, the reflections 
which had been interrupted in the n. 
ing returned, 

Miſs Herbert, had totally, ſhe feared, de- 
ſerted her, till Edwin's hint of a meſſage 
had awakched hopes too acceptable to be 
conquered—She regretted inceſſantly the 
not giving him the deſired conference 
| Yet the billet, which ſhe was convinced 
was his, was certainly an indiſpenſable rea- 
| fon for refuſing it but could a moment 
have 
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have been of conſequence—O, yes, one 
moment would have expoſed her to the 
reproaches of her own heart bat did 
that fond heart hanker after ? 
M.iſs Herbert was forbid correſponding 
or honouring her with notice; —and had 
ſhe not declined receivingany favour from 
that young lady, through the medium of 
Mr. Edwin ?—Could there be now a juſti- 
fable reaſon for altering her mind ?— alas, 
no! the latent cauſe of her involuntary re- 
gret ſhe wiſhed to conceal from herſelf. — 
They would now be going to Wales; 
what would Mr. Manſel think of her being 
diſcharged from a family, on whoſe native 
Juſtice and benevolence all who knew 


them depended ? ſhe had not yet written 


to that good man; how could ſhe bear to 
wound his heart by a tale of diſtreſs he 
could not relieve ?—She had hoped to 
have heard from Lady Edwin how her 
misfortunes could have deprived her of 
ſo valuable a protection; and there were 
moments 1n which ſhe reſolved to write to 


that 
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that lady - but a certain pride of conſcious 
rectitude and innocence forbade it. Why 
4 ſhould 1 fink,” ſaid ſhe, „lower than 
© my fortunes? if I had injured Lady 
« Edwin; if I could accuſe myſelf of one 
ee thought or act towards her, unaccom- 
© panied with affect ion and reſpect, no 
e humiliation could be too great for ſuch 
ce an offence — but as it is, Miſs Edwin 
ee ſhall not feed her family pride with my 

e ſolicitations.” But ſhe would write to 
Mr. Manſel ; he would give her ſome in- 
formation reſpecting thoſe to whom her 
heart involuntarily turned, She had hi- 
therto ſupported herfelf in the idea that 
her preſent ſituation was unknown to 
young Herbert; but now ſhe found the 

wedding had taken place with all the ſhow 
and parade Lady Edwin from the firſt de- 
figned—ſhe could not doubt he was there, 

and acquainted with her diſgrace, 
Indeed if he was not, his correſpon- 
dence with his ſiſter was regular and punc- 
tval, and it was not probable, an event ſo 
remarkable, as that of her being ſo ſud- 
denly 


214 ANN A. 


denly diſcharged from the family, ſhould 


not have been communicated by her to 
him, more eſpecially when Miſs Herbert 
was ſo good as to intereſt herſelf in her 
fate Alas!” cried ſhe, weeping, ** he 


« no longer remembers the wretched 
| © Anna, or perhaps thinks on her with 


c contempt—But what have I done; how 
have 1 deſerved this cruel reprobation 
« Deareſt Patty, have you too given up 
ce your friend; do I live only in the me- 
te mory of my perſecutors and enemies; 
<« js there on earth ſo forlorn an out-caſt ? 
Ohl if my parents could look down on 


the grief of their unhappy orphan, 
« would they not lament the fate that 


ce preſerved my exiſtence, ſince it is ſo 
ec marked by continual diſtreſs; ſince 
dc every friend on whoſe compaſſion my 
te orphan ſtate has found a claim, are either 


c prejudiced in my disfayour, or torn from 


ce me by the ruthleſs hand of death.“ 
| The tears which accompanied thoſe re- 
flections were freely indulged during her 
walk home ; the entered Dalton's houſe 
with 
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with a pale face, ſwollen eyes, and a heart 
funk in deſpair. 


CHAP. . xa. 
Loft Reputation. 


To her infinite ſurpriſe, Anna found not 
one friendly countenance; Mrs. Dalton 
looked on her with anger, her huſband - 
with rage; and Miſs Peggy, who was, in 
her own eſtimation, a foot taller for the 
compliments of the day, with contempt: 
| Wholly innocent of a thought of giving 
offence to any of them, ſhe could form no 
reaſon for their ill humour, but having 
ſpent the day with Mrs. Wellers. She re- 
lated that lady's viſit, and her ſtrong in- 
vitations to accompany her home ; —but 
ſhe was ſoon undeceived, and the grief 
that before occupied every thought, gave 
way 
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way to amazemeut and indignation, on 
being accuſed by Dalton in the loweſt 
terms, of receiving the viſits of a married 
man, who had left her in the heat of a 
quarrel, and wreaked his ſpite on old Mr. 
Bently, who had charged a conſtable with 
him — that the reaſon of her being diſ- 
charged Lady Edwin's family was now 
evident — that her imprudence had ren- 
dered her the talk of the place, and in- 
volved him and his family, on whom ſhe 
hdd no claim but charity, in her diſgrace. 
Anna, poor and diſtreſſed, was proud 
and innocent—ſuch a charge, from a man 
who ought to have protected her from in- 
ſult, was too much for her. little ſhare of 
philoſophy to diſpenſe with; her heart, 
which had been ſoftened by her ſenſibi- 
lity, now became ſtout in her conſcious 
integrity - With a calm determined voice, 
though her whole frame evinced her in- 
ward diſorder, ſhe demanded to know 
who it was that dare accuſe her of the 
horrid things his unfeeling tongue had 
| uttered, 
1 Inno- 
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ee Innocent creature,” retorted he, pro- 


voked that his anger had not ſtruck dumb 


2 perſon ſo dependent on him; * You, 


ce then, in the whole village, are only ig- 


te norant of what has happened; can you 
ce deny Mr. Edwin's having viſited you in 
te our abſence—by accident, to be ſure — 


« we will believe of that as much as we 


cc can.” ; | OM 
ce | can no more, Sir,” anſwered Anna, 


© underſtand your language than I can de- 
c velope your meaning. Mr. Edwin did 


« certainly, as you ſay, viſit me this morn- 


ing; but why it ſhould expoſe me to 


« ſuch indelicate treatment, you only can 


© tell.“ What buſineſs had he with you, 


Anna?“ ſaid Mrs. Dalton.“ Will you 
te ſay, he came with the knowledge of the 
ee ladies of the family?“ © I have not ſaid 


© that,” anſwered ſhe, © nor any thing con- 


ce cerning his coming; his coming was as 
« unexpected as unwelcome to me; Mrs. 
* Wellers was here when he came, and was 
« ſo good as to ſtay the whole time he 


continued. I know nothing of thequar- 
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«rel you hint at; Thad ſpent the day at 
ee the Hill, but had I not fo good a witneſs 
« of my conduct, it would have been no 
«cauſe of regret, as the laſt thing I could 
ce expect was to meet accuſation from thoſe 


c who are bound in conſideration of their 


« own credit to have vindicated me fromit.“ 
And here the recollection of what would 
have been Mr. Manſel's conduct on ſuch an 
occaſion, ſtriking with the vivacity which 
generally accompanies the actions of peo- 
ple of warm paſſions, ſhe told Mr. Dal- 
ton, that, ©* ſince he knew ſo little of her, 
ee the would no longer treſpaſs on the cha. 
©« rity he upbraided her with, but inſtantly 
« return to Mr. Manſel, were it only to 
e clear herſclf with reſpect to the motives 
that induced Lady Edwin to part with 
« her.“ | 
This declaration by no means ſuited the 
Daltons—if Anna left them, what became 
of all the advantages their ſanguine hopes 
had almoſt brought to a certainty from 
Lord Sutton? Peggy, indeed, though a 
"u_ TY girl, | had been ſo highly flat- 
= x va tered 
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tered in his compliments to her, that ſne 
gave it as her poſitive opinion his friend- 
ſhip for them was fixed: indeed, why 

ſhould it not? What was there in Anna fo 
particularly intereſting which they could 
not plead for themſelves with equal right? 
Mrs. Dalton joined her in ſaying, ſhe 
thought Lord Sutton too good a man to 
think worſe of them for the fault of Anna; 
but added, her being an orphan, and 
friendleſs, were a tye which they had not. 
Dalton delivered not his ſentiments, but 
took a private reſolution to inform his 
Lordſhip of what happened the next day; 
and in the mean time deſired his wife to 
follow Anna up ſtairs, and endeavour to 
ſoften what had paſſed; inwardly reſolv- 
ing, if it were not his defire ſhe ſhould be 
detained, to repeat the affront, that ſhe 
might indeed ſet off in anger, and rid him 
for ever of a perpetual ſource of diſguſt. 
Mrs. Dalton found her in a ſituation 
that diſarmed every idea of anger her huſ- 
| band's intelligence excited, for it was him 
who was told, and communicated to her 
the events of the day, Unlocking her trunk 
| K. 2 in 
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in order to ad up her clothes, the firſt 


thing that preſented itſelf to her was a 
letter written by her departed friend; the 


tender and generous ſentiments ĩt expreſſed, 
the praiſe beſtowed, and the maternal love 
it contained, now wrung her heart. Oh, 
© my dear and only friend!“ cried ſhe, in 
a tranſport of grief, Why, why are you 
cc for ever loſt to me? How little does 
c it now avail me to have cheriſhed your 
« inſtructions, to have made your perfect 
« life the model of my actions. In the 
cc wide world have I not a ſingle friend to 


t do me common juſtice? Could you have 


« thought your Anna would have lived to 

ebe charged with infamy ?” In thoſe ex- 
clamations on her knees, the open letter in 
her hand, and her face bathed in tears, ſhe 
was found by Mrs. Dalton, whoſe good 
nature immediately co-operating with her 
huſband's deſire, induced her to comfort 
and ſooth her, who ten minutes before, 
ſhe had joined in reviling as the worſt of 
of criminals. Anna was ſoon appealed, 
but not happy: to find herſelf the talk of 
the place as a woman who received im- 

Prudent 


AN A” 
prudent viſits, cut her to the ſoul; and hav- 
ing inquired into the particulars of the af- 
fair, ſhe found the refletions on herſelf 
_ proceeded from what the ſervants had in 
their cups ſaid at the inn, who made no 
ſcruple of attributing her diſcharge from 
the family to a criminal affair with their 
maſter ; and that now the wedding was 
over, they ſuppoſed ſhe was to be taken 
into keeping. 
A ſcandal ſo void of the leaſt foundation 
was the more provoking, as there was ſome 


. 


to confute. Uncertain what ſtep t to take, 
and depreſſed beyond meaſure in her ſpirits, 
ſhe could only lament her unhappy lot, 
and depend on the juſtice of Providence to 
clear her fame; making, however, a ſtrong 
reſolution never to ſee Mr. Edwin again 
on any pretence whatever—no, not from 
Miſs Herbert—and to take the firſt oppor- 
tunity of leaving Mr. Dalton's. Her zeal 
for returning to Mr. Manſel now abated; 
could ſhe think of burdening that good 
man n with her trouble ? Could ſhe with to 
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in order to ak up her clothes, the firſt 


thing that preſented itſelf to her was a 
letter written by her departed friend; the 


tender and generous ſentiments it expreſſed, 
the praiſe beſtowed, and the maternal love 


it contained, now wrung her heart. Oh, 
© my dear and only friend!“ cried ſhe, in 


a tranſport of grief, Why, why are you 
ce for ever loſt to me? How little does 


c it now avail me to have cheriſhed your 


ce inſtructions, to have made your perfect 


ce life the model of my actions. In the 
ce wide world have I not a ſingle friend to 
te do me common juſtice? Could you have 
thought your Anna would have lived to 
ec be charged with infamy ?” In thoſe ex- 
clamations on her knees, the open letter in 


her hand, and her face bathed in tears, ſhe 


was found by Mrs. Dalton, whoſe good 


nature immediately co-operating with her 


huſband's deſire, induced her to comfort 
and ſooth her, who ten minutes before, 
ſhe had joined in reviling as the worſt of 

of criminals. Anna was ſoon appeaſed, 

but not happy: to find herſelf the talk of 
the place as a woman who received im- 
prudent 
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prudent viſits, cut her to the ſoul; and hav- 
ing inquired into the particulars of the af- 
fair, ſhe found the reflefions on herſelf 
proceeded from what the ſervants had in 
their cups ſaid at the inn, who made no 
ſcruple of attributing her diſcharge from 
the family to a criminal affair with their 
maſter ; and that now the wedding was 
over, they ſuppoſed ſhe was to be taken 
into keeping. 
A ſcandal ſo void of the leaſt foundation 
was the more provoking, as there was ſome 
part gf it out of her power at preſent 
to confute. Uncertain what ſtep to take, 
and depreſſed beyond meaſure in her ſpirits, 
ſhe could only lament her unhappy lot, 
and depend on the juſtice of Providence to 
clear her fame; making, however, a ſtrong - 
reſolution never to ſee Mr. Edwin again 
on any pretence whatever—no, not from 
Miſs Herbert—and to take the firſt oppor- 
tunity of leaving Mr. Dalton's. Her zeal 
for returning to Mr. Manſel now abated ; 
could ſhe think of burdening that good 
man n with her trouble ? Could me wiſh to 
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involve him in diſgrace and diſtreſs? What 


to her was now the opinion of the Her- 
berts ? If, as the ſervants alledged, ſhe was 
diſcarded on account of Edwin, Charles 
would not be the laſt to hear a tale ſo in- 
Jurious to her honour ; his ſiſter had cer- 
tainly given her up—that indeed ceaſed to 
be matter of wonder when it was conſi- 
dered ſhe too muſt have credited a ſtory 
fo calculated to deſtroy every bias of an 
uncorrupted mind. 


Conſcious that he had actually paid her 
his warm addreſſes at the very period he 


was entering into a matrimonial contract 
with Miſs Turbville, ſhe now reflected 
bitterly on her own want of diſcernment ; 
ſince from that circumſtanceit was evident, 
however diſguiſed under the appearance of 
reſpect and delicacy, his views had the a- 
bandoned end ſo openly declared in his 
billet. She regretted not acquainting Lady 
Edwin, at the time, with all that had paſt; 
but her regret now came too late her 
good name, that invaluable jewel of a wo- 
man, was hurt —innocence alone could not 
clear 
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clear her character, and ſne had nothing 
elſe to oppoſe againſt the calumny ſo re- 
cently excited by the folly and impru- 
dence of Mr. Edwin ; ſad as thoſe reflec- 
tions were, they were continually oppor 
moſt in her thoughts. 
Io return to Mr. Manſel ſhe could not 
bear—to ſtay at Dalton's was worſe ; un- 
knowing and unknown, what hope could 
ſhe entertain of making more fortunate 
connections than thoſe which had coſt her 
ſo dear? Yet ſhe was reſolved to try; and 


for this purpoſe ſeriouſly began to ſearch 


in her mind for ſome clue to guide her 

through the labyrinth before her. 
© ' Mrs, Wellers was the only perſon with 
whom ſhe held common converſation out 
of Dalton's family, ſince ſhe had been at 
Layton; to her ſhe reſolved to apply» 
and, if neceſſary, to open her whole mind- 
In this diſpoſition ſhe walked to the Hill 
the next morning; but not having the 
good fortune of meeting her at home, ſhe 
left word ſhe would call the next day. 
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CHAP. XIII. 
; Contains Things of great Inportance. 5 


DaLror went, as he propoſed, to 
Portland Place; if he wanted confirma- 


tion of his ſuſpicions before, the change 


of countenance in Lord Sutton would 
have been ſufficient, —rage, jealouſy, and 


ſorrow, were alternately, viſible in a face, 
never tolerable, now abſolutely hideous. 


A volley of imprecations ſtartled Dal- 
ton, and the furious Lord hardly could re- 
ſtrain himſelf from manvally rewarding 


his intelligence; the affrighted Parſon 


wiſhed himſelf out of the houſe, and loſt, 


in fears for his perſonal ſafety, all hopes 


of future advantages; however a little 
thought on one ſide, and patience on the 
other, explained the ſentiments of both. 

| Lord 
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Lord Sutton made an apology for his 
warmth, which was very readily accepted 
by Dalton; they proceeded, therefore, to 
buſineſs with equal eagerneſs, and it was 
agreed, the noble Lord ſhovld call, by 
accident, next morning at the reverend 
teacher's houſe, to try, aided by the ad- 
vice of her friends, to prevail on Anna to 
move out of the way of ſeduction, or if 
it was too late for that, to preſerve her 
from the farther evil conſequences of ſuch 
an atrocious crime. 

Lord Sutton's humanity carried him ſtill 
farther ; ; Mrs. Edwin was a charming wo- 
man, and deſerving a better fate; he felt 
for her—to reſcue "her from the miſery of 
diſcovering the infidelity of her huſband, 
and, at the ſame time, to remove from 
him the temptation of continuing to in- 
jure fo fine a creature, were, as he aſſured 
Dalton, what he had moſt at heart; his 
_ praiſes were echoed with all that ſervility 
opulent vice ever receives from indigent 
ſinners; and thoſe ſentiments which owed 
their origin to the moſt abandoned mo- 
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tives, attributed to the divine emanation 
of Chriſtian benevolence and good mill to 
the perfon he wiſhed to deſtroy. 

When Dalton had taken his Gs 
Lord Sutton returned to his library, freed 
from the impertinence of obſervation, 
diſtracting as the idea was, it was but too 
probable that the ſweet prize he had ſo 
long meditated the obtaining, was now for 


ever torn from him ; the pangs of jealouſy 


this thought gave, convinced him of what 
he did not like to believe, that his heart 
Pas now really attached, and that, mau- 


gre all that vanity could urge, it was 


without the leaſt hope of return. So much 
he adored Anna, he now regretted he had 
not offered her marriage; but ſhe had been 
ſo long at Lady Edwin's houſe, after her 


{on arrived, before he had ſeen her, it 
would, perhaps, have been too late, then, 
ta have obtained her unſullied hand; and 


however abandoned has been the life of a 
libertine, let his actions have been branded 
with every breach of the laws of honour, 

gratitude, or hoſpitality, let him have cal- 
e Je. hes led 
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led the holy hoſt of heaven to witneſs, his 
perjuries, let beauty, innocence, and vir- 
tue, have been his prey, be it remembered, 
ſuch a character, though worn out with 
every vice to which human nature is liable 
in its moſt depraved ſtate, he expects he is 
yet entitled to the diſintereſted affections, 
the pure and unblemiſhed heart of what- 
ever happy woman happens to ſtrike his 
Worn, out taſte, 
As the fond wiſh we are apt in our ſan- 
guine expectations to form, leaves us, we 
are then, while hope and fancy play 
around the imagination, fond of ſeizing 
on the next good ching we look forward 

to. ä 

Thus, Anna, courted by Edwin, one 
of the handſomeſt young men of the age, 
if it were poſſible ſhe had yet retained her 
virtue,” would not, ſurely, yield to him; | 
her old prejudices yet alive, perhaps, ſul- 
pecting, what was truth, that he had 
helped to deprive her of her friends in 
Groſvenor: ſquare, as well as Somerſet- 
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But to be a lady, to make her 9 Up 
of himſelf and fate, could ſhe, in nature, 
refuſe that? Vet to beſtow himſelf and 
fortune on an orphan, a girl nobody knew, 
| were all his intrigues to end in ſo inglo- 
 riousaunion; but then the charmingimage 
of Anna decked | in jewels, ornamented by 
dreſs andequipage, renderinghim the envy 
of all the young fellows of the age, aroſe 
in his idea, and baniſhed from thence every 
mortifying retroſpe& of what had been, in 
the enchanting hope of what might yet 
be; and he determined, if he foubd? her un- 
contaminated, pure, and worthy ſo capital 
a piece of felicity, to offer her his hand. 
Madame Frajan was announced in 
that inſtant ; but a day before this viſit 
from the partner in his iniquity would 
have been the moſt acceptable thing 
that could have happened ; at preſent 
it was rather mal-a- propos. However 
ſhe was too deep in his ſecrets to be 
affronted, ſhe was therefore admitted 
— Her lengthened face and meaning 
eyes convinced him there was ſomething 
| tO 
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to be told; but curioity had now little 
room in a heart totally abſorbed in the 


delightful ideas of poſſeſſing the moſt 
lovely of women, 


Frajan was too full of her errand to ob- 
ſerve this change; and having pfefacedher 
ſtory by deſiring now to remind him of 
what ſhe had frequently aſſerted, that tho 
the Engliſn women poſſeſſed not that noble 
frankneſs which rendered the gallantry of 
French ladies more conſpicuous, they were 
none of them averſe to intrigue :—The 
demure little Anna, for inſtance, though _ 
ſhe wanted penetration and taſte to ſuffer 
his Lordſhip to initiate her into the ſoft 
paſſion, had not been ſo cruel to Mr. Ed- 
win, by whom ſhe was now actually kept. 
This intelligence, delivered partly with 
reproach and partly with ſpite, found not 
ſuch credit with Lord Sutton as ſome 
other of that lady's invention, with his 
aid, had done from the family ſhe ſerved. 
He knew the laft part to be falſe,as well 
as many other things laid to the charge of 
Anna; but the caſe was now altered, the 
injuries 
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injuries done to the character of a deſerted 
orphan might.not, perhaps, , become ne- 
ceſſary to Clear Lady Sutton ; as the ble- 
miſnes, which would ruin "the one, and 
deprive her of the means of procuring an 
honeſt ſubſiſtence would be loſt in the afflu- 
ence and dignity of the other. But yet 
there were ſome few obligations our he- 
roine owed to the invention of him and 
his aſſeciate, Madam Frajan, which it 
would be by no means convenient Anna 
ſhould be acquainted with, at leaſt while 
it was out of her power to acknowledge 
them as they deſerved. —But for this con- 
ſideration, the league betwixt thoſe two 
worthy friends would have been inſtantly 
diſſolved, as it had never yet happened 
that he had ſet the leaſt regard on any 
one perſon longer than he could in ſome 
ſhape or other make them ſubſervient to 
his intereſt, or dropped with the leaſt re- 
luctance any one who had done him the 

laſt good office in their power. 
His Lordſhip had now no thought of 
his fair emiſſary, but how to caſt on her 
the 
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the odium of every injury done Anna by 
their joint means. 

Cooly, therefore, he aſſured. 1 the 
had been miſinformed, that he was better 
acquainted with Anna's ſituation and ſen- 
timents, and believed the firſt was reput- 
able, the latter untainted.— The air that 
accompanied this declaration ſtruck poor 
Frajan dumb; Lord Sutton turned the 
friend of Anna, then muſt he be inevit- 
ably her enemy, fince if admitted to her 
converſation, diſcoveries muſt be made 
which ſhe could not ſtand the brunt of. 
However, one conſolation remained; ſhe 
had likewiſe diſcoveries in her power, 
which, on occaſion, ſhe was determined 
to make uſe of, Female ſpite required 
this piece of juſtice, on a man who had, 
from the beginning, deceived even her; 
and his ſuffering her to depart without 
the accuſtomed douceur, which ſhe al- 
ways reckoned on as her undoubted per- 
quiſite, contributed not a little to the 
' vindictive ſpirit in which ſhe left him. 

Lord 
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Lord Sutton, full of his intended pro- 
ject, and the happineſs he expected to re- 
ſult from his deep - laid ſcheme, paid lit- 
tle regard to the ſuddenneſs of her exit; 

one difficulty now ſtruck him, which was, 
how to get rid of his two ſultanas; the 
one in the houſe with him was a poor, 


ſpiritleſs, meek, creature, whoſe whole 


pleaſure centered in the children ſne had 


by a tender and worthy deceaſed huſband; 


— his pleaſures or purſuits were equally 
uninterrupted by her: indeed, in his opi- 
nion, ſhe was but one degree removed 


from ideotiſm; he promiſed himſelf to 


part with her without the leaſt trouble or 
expence: at preſent, the honeſty of her 
diſpoſition, and the ceconomy which 
(though reduced from very promiſing ex- 
pectations) had always been her practice, 
made her a very valuable manager in his 
family. Profuſion and meanneſs are very 
nearly allied; nothing that could feed his 
pride or vanity, nothing that could con- 
tribute to the gratification of his appetite 
of any ſort, was thought much of by 
him ;— 
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him; but though from a ſcene of impo- 
ſition, waſte and expence, Mrs. Villers 
had eſtabliſned order and regularity, and 
conſequently his houſe- keeping bills were 
one half reduced, her accounts were ſure 
to meet a thouſand faults, nor even ſet- 
tled without being reminded of the value 
of money, of the poverty from which he 
had relieved her, and the diſtreſs ſhe 


muſt be again expoſed to, if deprived 
of his protection. 


I ̃ be ſettled unchangeable countenance 
with which thoſe harang ues were received, 
contributed not a little to confirm his no- 
tions of her ſtupidity; he could, there- 
fore, turn her out when it was conveni- 
ent; but the woman he kept at Bath, 
who was the ſame on his firſt return il 
India he had, in the parade of his wealth 
and. oriental conſequence, eſtabliſhed a 
firſt-rate courtezan, who dared do any 
thing ſhe took into her head, and who, by 
threats and cunning, had contrived to be 
ſupported in ſplendour, by a man who 
entertained not the leaſt inclination for 

her, 
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her, and indeed who never had any — 
How ſhould he do with ber ? 
One certain plague which attends old 
| rakes and coquettes, is the mortification 
ſure to he inflicted at every hint of en- 
| creaſing age; it was a plague particularly 
tormenting to Sutton; it was his very 
ſore place; Charlotte Madden knew every 
weak point about him; and the art of 
turning her knowledge to an advantage, 
Was What ſhe was by no means deficient 
in. Our hero ſtood ſô much in awe 
of this charming appendage to his ſtate, 
that though the houſe and eſtablimment 
at Bath were elegant and expenſive ; and 
though the waters of that delightful 
place were allowed to be the moſt ſalu- 
tary for conſtitutions broken by long re- 
ſidence in a hot climate; it was the place 
he was leaft ſeen at. For this piece of 
ſelf denial he had two excuſes, buſineſs 
in winter, and indiſpoſition in ſummer; 
and provided his charmer had been of the 
party, he would have fairly compounded 
with any one, to take the whole at a very 


a mop rate off his hands. Ek 
His 


. 


His heart recoiled the moment Char- 
lotte came acroſs his memory: had he 
been going to be united to a modern wo- 
man of faſhion, a large jointure and dou- 
ble pin money would have ſilenced the 
ſcruples of a faſhionable belle, who, con- 
tented to lead in her own ſet, would not 
perhevs have been offended. at her huſ- 
band's miſtreſs's claiming the ſame ad- 
vantage as thoſe ſhe aſſociated with, 

But the purity of the mind of Anna, and 


the old-faſhioned notions ſhe inherited 


from Mrs. Manſel, would, he well knew, 
ſhrink from ſuch an idea; to get rid of 
Charlotte, therefore, was indiſpenſably 
neceſſary; but how, was another thing 
too difficult to be directly determined on. 
Baniſhing, therefore ſuch an unpleaſant 
ſubject, again he indulged himſelf in 
contemplating the charms of his future 
bride, in figuring to himſelf the ſerenity 
of his life with ſuch a companion, and in 
furniſhing his mind with arguments to 


combat his miſgiving, on account of 
Edwin, 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. XLIV. 
7 be Diſappointment. 


N EXT morning carried him to Layton. 
Dalton and his family were dreſſed, in 
expeCtation of the honour he did them ; 
but Anna was not of the party ; a cir- 
cumſtance that gave him no diſquiet, as 
he was glad of the opportunity to inquire 
if any thing farther had tranſpired, re- 
lating to the PEGS connection with 
Edwin. | & 

| He was overjoyed to hear from Mrs. 
Dalton, ſhe was convinced, as far as re- 
lated to Anna, it was torally void of 
foundation ; he only wanted this to in- 
duce him to open his intention, which he 
did, with all the parade and oſtentation 
his heart abounded in, at the ſame time 
making a full diſplay of the extreme ge- 
neroſity of his motives, in waving every 
 eaphderation of birth and fortune, to 
make 
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make himſelf the legal protector of a deſ- 
titute young creature, who muſt elſe fall 
a prey to the wicked intrigues of a liber- 
tine age.— The ſurprize of the Daltons 
is not to be deſcribed at this declaration, 
nor their joy, at the connection they had 
an opportunity of forming, by ſo eligible 
a match for their ward, who would now 
amply repay all the kindneſs ſhe was ſup- 
poſed to receive from their hands :—in the 
fullnefs of their hearts they complimented 
the noble lord, and they congratulated 
eachother; his goodneſs they extolled to 
the ſkies; while the aſpiration of their 
own hopes ſeemed to follow his exultation. 

When full two hours had been em- 
ployed, to the mutual ſatisfaction of the 
viſitor and viſited, his Lordſhip expreſſed 
his wiſh to be admitted to the ſight of 
his intended bride: ſhe had gone out be- 
fore breakfaſt, and was not returned ; 
her acquaintance was ſo ſmall in the vil- 
lage ; it was eaſy to trace it; the maid 
was therefore diſpatched to Mrs. Wellers', 
with Mrs. Dalton's requeſt ſhe would im- 
mediately come home. The girl re- 
turned 
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turned with anſwer, that Miſs Manſel 
breakfaſted with Mrs. Wellers, who had 
taken her with her to town in the carri- 

age, but that they were expected back to 

dinner :—Sutton was diſappointed and 
angry: who the d—1 is this Wellers, 
ſaid he, and why do you ſuffer her to go 
out alone ? Dalton ſatisfied him as to 
the propriety of her companion, and bott: 
promiſed, till they had the honour of deli- 
vering her into his own hands, ſhe never 
more ſhould go out of their ſight. —This 
promiſe hardly pacified him :—he was 
dreſſed, both himſelf and equipage, to at- 
tract all eyes; armed at all points, he had 
flattered himſelf he was irreſiſtible; it was, 
therefore, with extreme regret, he gave vp 
the expeCtation of ſeeing her that day ; 

yet to wait her return, and again ſend for 
her, would be opening his addreſs, which, 
notwithſtanding his great vanity, he had 
ſome ſerious fear about—in rather an 
awkward way, he was therefore obliged 
to poſtpone this weighty affair; and, 
charging Dalton with his compliments, 

Ke. he told him he ſhovid write to her 


as 
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as ſoon as he got to town: the carriage 


being then ordered to draw to the door, 
with half the town round it in full gaze, 


affecting an air of humility and good 
humour, after bowing to the doffed hats 
of the mob, he was drawn off. 


During the time his carriage was in 
waiting, the young diſtiller I have before 


mentioned, paſſed the houſe; and meet- 


* 


ing a neighbour, who had the honour of 


mixing medicines for the infitm in that 


and the adjacent villages, the diſtiller, 


ready to burſt with the importance of his 


own ideas, obſerved the extreme elegance 
of the vis-a-vis, and, with a ſneer, ſup- 


poſed Miſs would be for cutting as gteat 


a figure as the Bird of Paradiſe, The 
doctor was a man of good underſtanding, 
and a tolerable ſhare of profefiional know- 
ledge; but having met, in his domeſtic 
circle, ſome. embaraſſment, which called 
on the utmoſt exertions of induſtry to 
counteract, he had very little knowledge 
of the world, with which Mr. Bibbins 
aſſured him he was l acquainted; 


what, 


* 
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what, therefore, . was that ae: $ 


meaning, when he. ſpoke of the Bird of 
Paradiſe, he could not conceive. 
The young gentleman, in pity to his 


ignorance, told him it was in high life a 
courtezan; that the girl at the Parſon's 
was of the ſame ſtamp, as he himſelf had 


often ſeen her in places where he and 
people of the genteeleſt ſort reſorted; 
places. indeed, that required dreſs, (view- 


ing with no ſmall ſelf- approbation, the 
pink knee- ſtrings that adorned the upper 
part of his pretty legs, and heels of the 
fame colour that terminated that lovely 
part of his charming perſon) beſides the 
money it coſt to get into them. 


« And how came this lady to conde- 


ce ſcend, then, in the full bloom of youth 
c and beauty to leave thoſe gay connec- 
ce tions?” aſked the Doctor“ Oh, God! 
< how ignorant you are,” returned Bib- 
bins, © of life: why, theſe ſort of folks 
« have all their »ps and doufis—that, 
cc now, is the Duke of I——'s carriage; 
ec he viſits her incog. only, till ſhe has 


« gbtained 
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« obtained a ſettlement from a rich 
« Welch Squire, who is married and 
wants to get rid of her.” 

A young man of plain, but genteel, ap- 
pearance, whoſe attention ſeemed to be 
taken with the ſame gaudy object, aſked. 
Mr. Bibbins if he was ſure he was not 
miſtaken, as the coronet was not ducal 
Another opportunity now offered for the 
diſplay of his knowledge of great folks in 
the perſon of the | ſtranger ; he anſwered. 
with an air of poſitive aſſurance, that he 
knew his Grace perfectly well, that he had 
great dealings amongſt miniſters, and hems. 
tbere ſort of folks; that che prime miniſter 
often ſent for and conſulted bath him and 
his father on affairs of ſtate; and it was 
impoſſible he could be miſtaken in any of 
the Lords or Dukes of the court; becauſe 
why, he often and often had been there; 
and his own uncle, Sir Gilbert Muſhroom, 
had been knighted. Proofs like theſe, 
were damning ones; indeed they were 
unanſwerable, or at leaſt unanſwered by. 
the young ſtranger, whoſe involuntary 
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ſighs, turned the attention both of the 
Doctor and young Bibbins from the equi. 
page at the door to the perſon whoſe 
emotions it viſibly excited. | . 
There was ſomething in him that raiſed 
2-g00d-natured curiofity in the Doctor. 
To Bibbins he was a bore ; and having 
in his remark of the coronet ſhewn a ſu- 
perior knowledge to the beau, was directly 
concluded by him to be a herald painter 
and a low fellow—Now, though in the 
practice of that art, if he had by any kind 
of means contrived to acquire a fortune, 
or, without one, could dreſs ſo vaſtly well 
as he, Mr. Bibbins, did; there was no- 
ching that could or ought to have ſhocked 
his nicety—but the plainneſs of his ap- 
pearance, a dejected turn of countenance, 
and fallen cheeks, were objects that at once 
bringing his own appoſite perſections in 
view, inſpired him with ſovereign con- 
tempt: turning, therefore, on his hee], 
humming Tally-ho, without any ceremony 
he walked off, leaving the doctor and 
Wanger os in view of Dalton' s door, the 
1825750 | latter 


1 243 
latter with fixed attention there, and the 
former as fixedly obſerving him. 
Doctor Collet, I have ſaid, was too 
much engaged in the concerns of his fa- 
mily and patients, to be very converſant 
in the great world ; and, as 1s the conftant 
practice in ſmall country places, the em- 
barraſſments of his domeſtic circle had 
been ſo perverſely handled by the good- 
natured idlers of the village, that his wife 
dying of a conſumption, he had been ſet 
down as her actual murderer by one half, 
and (a woman, whoſe natural peeviſh and 
refractory diſpoſition had not only ba- 
niſhed peace from her own boſom, but 

her habitation) ſanctified, as the very beſt 
creature in the world, by the other. 

The Doctor's pride on one hand, and 
the particularity of his diſpoſition on the 
other, always prevented his explanation, 
which, like Sterne's Vorick, he could have 
made in his own favour, and had well 
nigh loſt all his female patients, as well as 
his character, before he dreamed of either 
being in danger; when, however, he found 
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the predicament in which he ſtood, two 
methods only offered; one was, by going 
round the families who had been preju- 
diced againſt him, and expoſing, not only 
the follies but the vices of the dead, and 
endeavour to recover his loſt ground; 
the other, to retrench the expences of his 
| houſe; and rely on his unimpeached ſkill 
for as much buſineſs as would. barely ſup- 
port him, and leave the neighbourhood 
to their own opinions; this was the leaſt 
trouble, and this he adopted, devoting 
all his leiſure to ſtudy and chemical 
whims, and encouraging a diſpoſition to 
deſpiſe mankind ; but as this ſourneſs of 
heart was more the effect of habit and ne- 
ceſſity, than principle or choice, the na- 
tural good nature and philanthropy of his 
ſoul ſometimes broke out through the 
miſt of contracted petulance ; and as in 
the preſent inſtance, his heart yearned 
with good-will to his fellow creatures. 
But though he was fo obdurate to the 
calls of curioſity in-his own affairs, no per- 
ſon living could be more intereſted in thoſe 


of 
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of other people, or take greater pains to 
make himſelf acquainted with the cauſes 
as well as effects of every occurrence in 
and about his own village; nor was he, 
to do him juſtice, a bit ſparing of the in- 
telligence ſo induſtriouſly procured ; diſ- 
penſing liberally at the one houſe all that 
occurred at the other, ſometimes ſeaſoned 
with a little of the acrimony of his own 
feelings, and that without the leaſt inten- 
tion of injuring any individual, but merely 

to indulge himſelf in the exhibition of his 
talents, and for zboſe he happily enter- 
tained a very great reſpect ; really un- 
confcious, though ſo great a ſufferer in 
his own character, of the miſchief his 
eternal goſſip produced, he was the firſt 
to condemn the practice he adopted, and 
as ready to contradict any report, though 
circulated by himſelf, when convinced 
of its falſity, as to enforce its credit, 
when ſure of its being true. 

What could he poſſibly ſigh for ? What 
could the girl be to him? he would give 
the world to know - but curioſity, power- 
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ful as was its influence on the mind of 
Dr. Collet, was ever vanquiſhed by hu- 
manity; a ſudden paleneſs which over- 
ſpread the face of the ſtranger, the evi- 
dent diſtreſs of his looks, and his inter- 
elting appearance, altogether excited his 
attention and reſpect; he intreated him 
to go home with him to his houſe, which 
was within fight—the offer was accepted 
with a polite freedom, and a few mo- 
ments ſerved to ſettle a very good un- 
derſtanding between the Doctor and his 
new acquaintance, who acknowledged 
that it was of the utmoſt importance to 
him to know every particular concerning 
Anna Manſel. A firm promiſe in return 
was given by Collet, to make it his bu- 
ſineſs to inform him of all he could learn; 
gratifying at once, by their league, his 
two favourite, though contradictory, pur- 
ſuits, curioſity and good nature; on which 
errand he immediately ſallied out. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. XLV. 


The Morning Viſit. 


W th Dalton, Collet had no acquain- 

tance ; that good man had a mortal aver- 
ſion to phyſical bills, nor would ever ſuf- 
fer. one to be incurred in his family: but 
he had heard of Bently's affair, and Bib- 
bins? account of Anna was a confirmation 
that the report then ſpread was but too 
true; however, he was reſolved to be 
ſomething better informed, if poſſible, 
and as he had the honour of attending 
the family of Mr. Juſtice Strap, he took 
occaſion to call with a How d'ye? on his 
lady. 

There he met, on a fimilar vide to hs 
Miſs Straps, Miſs Bibbins, the young 
lady I have before introduced as a per- 
ſon e acquainted with the bad 

L 4 character 
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character of ourheroine Doctor Collet 
was nobody; he, therefore, was no inter- 
ruption to that young lady's volubility, 
who continued her account of a dreſs 
which ſeemed to have made no ſmall diſ- 
turbance in her ideas. 

8 She flounce, if 15 will believe me, 
« the fineſt corded min, put on as thick 
«as it was poſſible—the train, though 
rs looped up, I am ſure was. of a mon- 
ce ſtrous length; Why, dear me, mamma 
« ſays it is not a little pays for thoſe 
« things ; then, ma'am, her linen 1s fo 
« 'fine—and it is a ſhame to ſee the lace 
« ſhe wears beſides ſhe certainly paints.“ 

That is very evident,“ anſwered the 
0 Miſs Strap“ I am aſtoniſhed Mrs. 
ce Wellers can take up with ſuch trum- 
« pery,” — Oh, as to that, my dear,” 
anſwered Mrs: Strap, © it is eaſy accoun- 
« ted for; Mrs. Wellers, you know, 
© takes on her to lead us all—and per- 
8 haps ſne may hope to introduce this 
80 minx by way of ſhewing her power; 

ſome 
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ſome folks who are very well them- 
ſelves, | may fancy what they pleaſe, 
but there are folks whoſe characters 
are of conſequence.” h 


Wh Certainly, ma'am,” ſaid Miſs Bib- 
bins, © that is what my mamma ſays 3 


and beſides, as ſhe ſays, the thing is 
paſt doubt ; for how could ſuch a girl 


as that wear about in her common 


dreſs, things that are fo expenſive and 
out of character for her; beſides, her 


affectation of modeſty, ſhunning the 


eyes of the men, nothing is eaſier, 
than to ſee that it is all a ce 11 
no patrence with ſuch creatures.” 

e This,“ replied Mrs. Strap, © is one 


| of the bleſſed effects of Mr. Thornhill's 


eſtabliſning his meeting here; I will 
aſſure you, I think it very hard the 
Miſs Straps and you, Miſs Bibbins, 
and the other young ladies of the place, 
cannot walk outwithout being Wenne 
by the ſight of a kept woman.“ 
Collet had fat with ſome degree of i im- 


patience, in hope of edging in a word, by 


way of gaining the intelligence he ſought 


„ after, 
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after, till the laſt part of the converſation; 
when underſtanding, what he had at firſt 
no ſuſpicion of, that Miſs Manſel was the 
ſubject of it, he became not anly attentive, 
but, by juſt aſking a queſtion now and 
then, when a pauſe of the fair declaimers 
would ſuffer him, he learned that Mifs 
Manſel was a vile young woman; that ſhe 
had ſeduced the affections of the lady's 
ſon ſhe ſerved, thaugh ſhe then knew he 
was under engagement to be married to 
a young heireſs of faſhion ; that he had 
turned her off; and that ſhe was now 
making uſe of every artifice to procure a 
ſettlement from him, by threatening to 
diſcloſe the affair to his lady; and that 
ſne was privately viſited by more than 
one gentleman aw, though they could 
not paſitively think what attractions ſhe 
had :—but men, Miſs Bibbins e. 
had very ſtrange taſtes. 

So much for the account at hs wor- 
hi hip ol Mr. Strap's, who corroborated the 
whole by reciting, in his own' way, the 
adventure of the horſewhip, making no 
ſecret of the gentleman.” s name, though 

he 
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he had pledged his word it ſnould not be 
known. Having thus ſucceeded beyond 
his expectations, Collet took his leave. 
The ladies he parted from aſſured him 
of the truth of every tittle he had heard; 
but there was one circumſtance weighed 
againſt all they could ſay about our he- 
roine, and that was, the favours ſhewn 
her by. Mrs. Wellers ; that lady, by the 
uprightneſs of her own character, and the 
| benevolence of her ſentiments, had actu- 
ally arrived at the happy perfection of 
keeping in awe her enemies, as well as 
being adored by her friends, and univer- 
ſally reſpected by people whoſe under- 
ſtanding and principles rendered their re- 
ſpect of value: to couple infamy and Mrs. 
Wellers together, was a union which could 
never ſtrike Collet; he knew and re- 
vered her; and it was not in the power 
of Juſtice Strap, his amiable wife, his 
charming daughters, or their good friend 
Miſs Bibbins, to convince him Anna 
Manſel was a bad woman, when the next 
breath, added ſhe was at the Hill: he 
heſitated, as he came out of Mr. Strap? 8 
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gates, whether he could return to his new 
friend, or by walking, or rather hobbling, 
being much afflicted with the gout, to 
Mrs. Wellers', where he might reaſonably 

hope to hear ſome extenuation of the 
facts ſo roundly aſſerted at Juſtice Strap 8. 
When Collet did any thing without 
conſideration, it often appeared, and per- 
haps ſometimes was; from a ſudden ſple- 
netic fit which looked too like ill- nature; 
but if he took a moment's thought, if 
he heſitated, let the trouble, expence, or 
fatigue, be ever ſo great, provided it 
wuaas not in his own concern, good nature, 
Jjuſtice, and humanity were ſure to con- 
quer; and he was creeping up the green 
to Hill-houſe, before he had ſuffered a 
ſecond thought to obtrude, beſides that 

pleaſing one, infpired with a love of truth. 
This was not one of Anna's lucky days: 

Mrs. Wellers, as I before ſaid, had taken 

her to town; and the diſappointment re- 
minded Collet of his gouty toes; he had 
all the way to walk back, and, what was 
worſe; no better for the journey, which in 

| the return was. painful and tatiguing. He 
2 1 found 
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found the ſtranger impatiently waiting for 
him, and briefly related all he had heard; 
not however ſuffering the fretful fit, then 
on him, to hinder his likewiſe telling his 
own more favourable thoughts. 

My reader will perhaps have an ticipated 
che diſcovery I am going to make of the 
inquiſitive ſtranger: -it was indeed Charles 
Herbert, who, after making ten thouſand 
reſolutions to forget the owner of the 
breaſt bow, could think of nothing elſe ; 
and who broke, in his excurſion to Lay- 
ton, as many vows he had made never to 
inquire after her; and who now felt that, 
worthleſs, and even abandoned, as he 
had every reaſon to believe Anna, it was 
not in his nature to ceaſe loving her. 
Collet, gouty, poor, and a humoriſt, 
was at that very time a lover; not a de- 
ſpairing one, for the object of his affec- 
tions was far from being out of the reach 
of his purſuit; not a fuccefsful one, for 
his diffidence in his own merits was un- 
conquerable; nor did he guard the ſe- 
cret of his paſſion with more care from 
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che ridicule of his acquaintance, than from 
the knowledge of ber who inſpired it; but 
he was a lover, and confequently very 
eaſily ſaw the ſituation of Herbert. 
Glad of any diſcovery, and very much 
Pleaſed: with his new friend, he readily 
promiſed to have a conſtant eye on Anna, 
and to communicate to him every thing 
that occurred concerning her; they parted 
with mutual profeſſions of friendſhip. 
Herbert, though his heart was burſting 
with love and deſpair, when he left 
Layton, felt a gleam of conſolation from 
Collet's promifed correſpondence. 
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C HAP. XLVI. 


A ſecond Plan for female Education. 


AN NA's intereſt in the affection of 
the worthy woman, to whoſe advice ſhe 
wiſely reſolved to fubmit herfelf, was 
hourly increaſing : ſhe had been received 
at the Hill with that open friendſhip 
which not only encourages, but demands 
our confidence ; ſhe therefore found no 
difficulty from the innate modeſty of her 
fentiments, when ſo kindly encouraged, 
but told Mrs. Wellers, without the leaſt 
reſerve, her whole hiſtory, not concealing 
a ſingle event which preſented itſelf to her 
recollection, excepting only the feelings 
of her heart towards young Herbert. 

The many changes in the life of ſo young 
a creature; the enemies ſhe had ſo unde 
ary met; her deftitute infancy, and 
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preſent uncomfortable ſituation, were ſo 
many arguments in favour of the partiality 
Mrs. Wellers felt for her, that ſhe pro- 
miſed not only to conſider her affairs, but 
give her every aſſiſtance and advice in her 
power; and, à propos, ſaid ſhe, I am going 
to town this morning, and will take you 
to my daughter's, where we will conſult 
what can be done for ſo amiable a girl. 
Anna's gratitude was not given to words, 
ahe tears which Mrs. Wellers affection- 
ately wiped off, ſpoke their own language, 
and they both went to town in Mrs. 
Wellers' coach. . 
Loung Mrs. Wellers v was, I 1 before 
fait; plain, good woman; the large for- 
tune ſhe had brought her hufband intitled 
her to every indulgence a prudent woman 
could wiſh for. She was devoted to her 
children, and her pride was that of making 
them (they were all girls) the moſt accom- 
pliſned women of the age. She was her- 
ſelf the only daughter of a very covetous 
rich old man, to whoſe penury it was ow- 
ing that his daughter regretted perpetu- 
ally 
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ally her confined education: Not one of 
the accompliſhments ſhe beheld in other 
ladies of her rank in the world had been 
taught her; but from the moment ſhe be- 
came a mother, ſhe was reſolved her chil- 
dren ſhould profit by her misfortune—and 
the whole of her time was dedicated to 
the watching over the education of her 
daughters. 

Unread and unexperienced, it will not 
be wondered if this diſpoſition, amiable as 
it was, carried her into the oppoſite ex- 
treme : her avarice of inſtruction for them 
was viſible in all her furniture and apart- 
ments; globes, books, frames, muſical 
inſtruments, ſtocks, collars, and ſwings, 
were not confined to one or two rooms, 
her houſe was a ſeminary of female learn- 
ing; and the humble rap at the door all 
the mornine, announced the arrival of the 
different inſtructors. The dancing ſtep 
ſometimes preceded the diſmiſſion of the 
back ſtring, and they knew the aw and b 
of the French long before they had an 
idea of the Engliſh alphabet. | 

Without 
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- Without either ear or voice Mrs. Wel- 
lers determined her daughters ſhould be 
proficients in muſic; and with capacities 
which rendered it difficult for them to re- 
ceive an idea of the four quarters of the 
globe, they were expected to excel in geo- 
graphical knowledge. Work, indeed, was 
out of her ſyſtem: embroidery, quadrille 
baſkets, cutting of paper, and other trifles 
of a trifling age, indeed, were the only 
employments it was neceſſary ſnould en- 
gage their attention, but not even of them 
did ſhe make any point. 
Her mother-in-law ſaw with the eyes of 
indulgence the exceſs to which this paſſion 
of her daughter carried her; ſhe was moſt 
reſpectſully attended to on every other 
ſubject, but her remonſtrances were ſo ill 
received on this, that ſne prudently de- 
_ clined repeating them; and rather ſought 
to dreſs in an amiable light, what to herſelf 

appeared a weakneſs in her daughter, 
The accompliſhments and abilities of 
Anna ſtruck in a particular manner, as 
capable of being of more real advantage to 
her 
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her grand children, than the laboured in- 
ſtructions of the different maſters who at- 
tended them; at leaſt they would be more 
likely to catch the manners of a gentlewo- 
man from her (whoſe native grace and po- 
liteneſs ſpoke her fit to adorn any rank) 
than the hired foreign ſervants about them. 
There was but one difficulty that ſhe fore- 
ſaw would be a hard one to ſurmount; 
which was, her knowing ſo little of the 
French language —it was therefore that 
ſhe did not explain her intentions in tak- 
ing her to town. 
When they arrived in Chaner-bouſe 
ſquare, Mrs. Wellers immediately aſcended 
to the third floor, which was entirely de- 
voted to the young ladies: the maſters and 
attendants, mother and daughters, were 
all engaged. In one room the muſic maſter 
was giving his inſtructions; in another 
the globes were diſplayed ; in the third a 
pretty little girl was practiſing a pas ſeul; 
and in a large detached cloſet, another 
eee by mamma) was attempting 
a land- 


a landſcape, attended by a French gover- 
neſs and two maids of the ſame nation. 
© Grandmamma's arrival immediately 
made a little holiday—the children hung 
round' her, while their mamma was like- 
wiſe expreſſing the pleaſure this viſit gave 
her. The two ladies ſoon retired, leaving 
Anna much amuſed and ſurprized at a 
ſight ſo new; ſhe ſat down to the harpſi- 
chord with that avidity and pleafure a 
lover of muſic, who has long been de- 
prived of an inſtrument, only can con- 
ceive, Her execution and taſte, 1 have 
before ſaid, was beyond her inſtructions. 
The maſter, who was not yet gone, paid 
her many compliments on her perform- 
ance; and ſhe was fo delighted with the 
opportunity of reſuming her favourite 


amuſement, that the ladies, who were an 
hour abſent, when they returned found 
her loſt in her own harmony. 

The intermediate time had been ſpent 
by the benevolent Mrs. Wellers in intro- 
ducing to her ſon and davghter in the 
e "> aac 
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moſt favourable and amiable light the 
orphan ſhe had promiſed to befriend. 

Mr. Wellers was a plain, honeſt, moral 

man, whoſe feelings were regulated by his 
ideas of juſtice ; the integrity of his deal- 
ings were univerſally known, but he was 
not more regular in his booksand accounts 
than in his inclinations: He behaved with 
friendſhip and affection to his wife, and 
gave his whole time and attention to the 
intereſt of his family: —increaſing his for- 
tune for their advantage, he reckoned all 
the fondneſs incumbent in a father. 

What warmth there was about him was 
more particularly towards his parents — 
whoſe generoſity in parting with their all 
for his eſtabliſnment, was by him called 
confidence in his credit; and that is a ſort 
of obligation men of buſineſs never forget. 
One regular mode of life carried him thro- 
the year. At one hour you was ſure to 
find him at breakfaſt, at the Bank, at 
Change, and at dinner. The evening he 
gave to his wife, and Sunday to his parents. 
But it was equally out of the nature of 
things 
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things to werk him up into an act of be- 
nevolence, or prevail on him to be guilty 
of one of oppreſſion. His ſenſibility 
neither hurt his own peace, or affected 
that of other people. His mother's ex- 
ample, as far as it taught him rigid pro- 
bity, had its effect, but the ſoftneſs and hu- 
manity, the warmth of friendſhip, and the 
entire love of virtue which ſoftened her 
whole ſoul, ſhe had not the happineſs to 

ſee actuate the ſentiments of her ſon. 
With an attention his reſpe& for her 
had enforced, he heard her commendation 
of Anna ; and when his wife, charmed at 
his mother's account of her abilities, though 
ſenfibly mortified at her deficiency in the 
language ſo neceſſary for her daughters, 
aſked his approbation of her being taken 
as governeſs into the houſe, in his uſual 
ſtile he gave way to their opinions; ſlightly 
obſerving, the world was ſo deceitful, he 
ſuppoſed Mrs. Wellers would inform her- 
ſelf of the truth of the ſtory ſhe had been 
repeating. She had, ſhe ſaid, no kind of 
doubt of the leaſt tittle ; but however, as 
Character 
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character to be ſure ſhould be the firſt re- 
commendation in the fituation to which 
ſhe propoſed placing her young friend, ſhe 
was ſure Anna would object to no inqui- 
ties proper to be made at Lady Edwin's. 

Things being in this happy train for our 
heroine, Mrs, Wellets returned with her to 
Layton without having ſaid any thing of 
her plan till they were returning in the car- 
riage from town, when ſhe explained the 
nature of the ſervice ſhe meant to do her; 
at the ſame time telling her, if the children 
were happy enough to engage her affec- 
tion, as welt as care, the obligation would 
be all on their ſide, ſince ſhe was ſure her 
example and ſociety would be of the moſt 
ſerious advantage to them. 

Anna was overwhelmed with gratitude 
ooo diffident of her abilities to under- 
take what to her appeared a taſk of ſuch 
conſequence, reſtrained the lively and ani- 
mated expreſſions of it which filled her 
gentle. boſom, ſhe frankly confeſſed her 
doubts of herſelf ; thoſe doubts were the 
ſureſt proofs of her capability; and the 
e Mrs. Wellers only found the 
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ſtronger reaſons to congratulate herſelf on 
ſuch an acquiſition. With reſpect to the 
inquiries neceſſary to be made in Groſve- 
nor- ſquare, it was a matter of joy, con- 
ſcious of the purity of her conduct; and 
having told her friend every circumſtance 
reſpecting young Edwin, and the conclu- 
fions thrown on it by the Daltons, ſhe 
had nothing to fear; on the contrary, it 
would explain a matter that had hitherto 
been ſo deep a myſtery, and perhaps once 
more enable her to ſee her dear Miſs 
Herbert. She might yet know how fate 
would diſpoſe of her brother ſne there- 
fore not only conſented with alacrity, but 
urged Mrs. Wellers to go the next day. 
Her deſires were too agreeable to that 
lady's own wiſh not to be complied with. 
When they alighted at the Hill they were 
told of Mrs. Dalton's meſſage; and 
Anna, fearing ſne might be indiſpoſed, 
begged leave to go home directly; 
which, however, ſhe was not permitted to 
do till evening. 
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